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Palaeoliths of Mano Site, Otsu City, Shiga Prefecture:
Discovery and Recognition the Palaeolithic Industry Including Yubetsu Type Micro Core

Atsushi UEMINE ', Yoshiaki OTSUKA®, Tarou KANNARI"
('Kyoto University, ‘Sapporo Gakuin University,
‘Center for Obsidian and Lithic Studies of Meiji University)

Shiga prefecture has been referred as the important target field in Japanese palacolithic archaeology, but
it has serious problem, the shortage of the discovery of palacolithic artifact. In this paper, the first
“recognized” palacolithic industry that was unearthed from Mano site, Otsu city. The most important point
is that includes Yubetsu type micro core from obsidian. The majority of lithic artifacts of Mano site must
belong to the initial Jomon era, but only obsidian artifacts are consist of the obvious palaeoliths and flakes
which have sharp edges and arrises. Sanukite artifacts which account for much of the lithic artifacts of Mano
site can be subdivide into three group on the basis of the degree of weathering. The most weathered group
includes the backed blade and such kind of artifacts. The palacoliths of Mano site must be the key which

proves the colonial hypothesis in the stage of microlith.



