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Site Location and Paleo-topography of Pre-40ka Site: Topographic Evolution of the Hill where
the Kizaki Komaruyama Palaeolithic Site Is Located in Omachi City, Nagano Prefecture, Japan

Atsushi UEMINE
(Nanzan University)

The Kizaki-Komaruyama Site, located in Omachi City, Nagano Prefecture, is situated on the
Komaruyama Hill on the east bank of Lake Kizaki. Dr. Yasuyuki Sugihara, who paid attention to the Late
Pleistocene loamy soil that constitutes the hill, conducted exploratory excavations at various points on the
hill, collected stone artifacts, and presented them as artifacts dated before the Upper Paleolithic age. Dr.
Kazuto Matsufuji and the author conducted academic excavations in 2016 and confirmed that the site with
small-scale lithic production was left on the old living surface dated ca. 86ka. In this paper, I clarify the
topographic evolution of the hill, taking into account the stratigraphic information exposed by excavations
and civil engineering works in this area. The study reveals that the hill have undergone significant erosion
twice since ca. 100ka, a microcosm resulting from erosion from ca. 95 to 80ka provided the setting for
human activity in ca. 86ka, and again from 9.2 to 8.1ka, particularly in the eastern part of the hill. The
eastern base of the hill was eroded. This event is thought to be linked to climatic changes from the end of
the Early Holocene to the beginning of the Middle Holocene. Based on the model of the hill succession as
clarified above, there is no room for Jomon age artifacts to be mixed in Dr. Sugihara’s collection.
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