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Japan’s output of published research papers is among the highest in the world. But researchers in Japan don’t
often share early versions of their manuscripts on preprint servers, says Soichi Kubota, who works at the

department of information infrastructure at the government-run Japan Science and Technology Agency (JST)
In Tokyo.
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Kubota says the JST wants to change that. It set up Jxiv to fill a gap in existing platforms, which don’t
accommodate all research fields — including popular ones in Japan, such as history, business and

management, linguistics and interdisciplinary sciences. Vast numbers of papers that are published in Japanese
are in those fields. Researchers can post manuscripts on Jxiv in English and Japanese.
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But Sheng thinks Jxiv will catch on, especially if funding agencies start requiring researchers whose work
they fund to use it in the future.
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