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by a female Daoist priest, a male Daoist priest, and their audience in the period
between 723-724 C.E. Thusly, its style and arguments have the following three
characteristics: 1. it places importance on clarifying the differences in content
between the three teachings, 2. its arguments do not strongly refute or
aggressively attack other positions, and 3. it does not refute Laozi or criticize
problematic doctrinal issues. Consequently, it is thought that Sanjiao bugilun's
style drew the sympathies of Kiikai, writer of the Roko shiiki, influencing him to
revise his introduction to the Sangé shiiki. Further, this essay suggests the
necessity of reassessing the previous scholarship by, for example, questioning

the traditional categories for discussing the issue of the three teachings debate.

The Character of Yao Bian’s Sanjiao bugilun

as Seen through a Comparison with the Works of Falin

Kuramoto Shétoku

In order to identify the chief characteristics of Yao's Sanjiao bugilun this essay
explores the religious atmosphere of Wenxiang county, which helped to give
birth to his work, in combination with a textual analysis so that the issue might

be assessed from two angles.

In terms of external factors, in Wenxiang's Huangtian yuan area, tales of divinity
Taishang Laojun were popular, such as that of his descent from the heavens to
admonish Empress Wu Zetian for her tyranny, and it is clear that Xuanzong was

also impressed by this tale, honoring it publicly.

In terms of the actual content of the text, the characteristics of Yao's Sanjiao

bugqilun were identified by way of a comparison with the works of Falin, which

(6)

were found, through an analysis of the reference materials it cites, to have had
the closest relationship with the Sanjiao bugilun. That is to say, the position of
the Sanjiao bugilun on the three teachings debate is to avoid arguing doctrinal
issues, to concentrate on identifying the superiority of the given teaching by
comparing the features and the number of followers for each founder, and to
position Laozi lower than Siddhartha and Confucius. Based on this, it can be
surmised there would have been an atmosphere in which public honoring of
Laozi through, for example, the praising of the Taishang Laojun visitation tales,

received criticism in some camps.

Reexamining Liu Yan’s Sanjiao buqilun
J

Tkeda Masanori

This essay reexamines the literary character of the Dunhuang manuscript
Sanjiao bugilun by Liu Yan (Stein 5645), which has the same title as the work
compiled by Yao Bian. Liu's work has, in previous research, been used as a
comparative device for clarifying the character of Yao's Sanjiao bugilun. The
essay concludes that the use of Liw's Sanjiao bugilun for the purpose of directly
analyzing Yao's Sanjiao bugilun is not appropriate for the following reasons: the
extant version of Liu's Sanjiao bugilun does not include the main text and is
merely the yi section presenting the argument to the Emperor that monastics
should not have to pay reverence to their parents (sengni buyingbai ginging),
and that, for this reason, it is unclear what sort of argument Liu presented in the

section titled “Three Teachings are Not of Equal Value” (sanjiao bugi).

Further, provided as an appendix, in the same way as Yao's Sanjiao bugilun, are

reprintings of two Dunhuang documents related to the dating system based on
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