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Summary

The Great East Japan Earthquake was the worst disaster in Japan’s history. It is also the first event during which the
government of Japan (GOJ) directly provided emergency food supplies to disaster victims. In total, the food supplies provided
amounted to about 26 million meals and 7.5million drinks during 40 days, from March 12, 2011 to April 20, 2011.

The author was in charge of food procurement in the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries during the Great East
Japan Earthquake. This report analyzes the governmental procurement data collected by the author. The lessons learned from this
experience are basic data for the studies of emergency food supplies in the event of future disasters, such as a major earthquake in the
Tokyo metropolitan area
Key words: Great East Japan Earthquake, Governmental food supplies to disaster victims, Major earthquake in Tokyo metropolitan
area, Risk management
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