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Are There Actually Scare Historical Materials Related to Women?

KurusamvA Noriko

In this paper, focused on the records of pre-modern Japan, we explore the question
“Are historical materials related to women actually scarce?” and examine various factors
and conditions regarding the creation and preservation of these historical materials,
particularly from the perspective of academic researchers.

First, we re-examine whether there have actually been situations in which the
corresponding records were not created or preserved during the generation, storage, and
disposal process of historical materials. Taking recent studies on Ancient Japan as an
example, the results do not provide any direct explanation; rather, we have confirmed that
the volume of the historical materials related to women increase or decrease depending on
historians viewpoints, 1 e. how historians interpret the historical materials. In addition,
taking into account that historians need to be free from various biases such as
perspectives based only on modern and contemporary history, we examine ancient and
medieval documents written by women of the Imperial Court. Finally, we emphasize that
more historical materials related to women may be discovered by using a solid research
perspective and making a careful reading of historical materials, and issue a warning
about the inadequacy of the gender perspective in the studies being conducted in present-
day Japanese history circles.

Towards an Understanding of Medical Archives and Medical
History in Japan: Ethics, Stigma, and Personal Health Information

Hirorawa Waka

In Japan, since the 1990s, the development of a new type of medical history
research has revealed several issues regarding the use of medical archives. First, it has
become necessary to research records pertaining to the actual conditions of medical
practice. However, the second issue is that there are enormous barriers to accessing
medical records. In order to propose a solution to this problem, in this paper I analyze
both the laws that protect personal information (“hard law”) and self-imposed regulations
that govern the medical field (“soft law”), such as research ethics and guidelines. Next, I
examine the ethical procedures that surround how the personal information of deceased
individuals is handled. As there are no clear laws or regulations protecting the personal
information of deceased individuals, it is difficult to determine uniform criteria for how to
handle such information in historical studies. Historians and archivists ought to refer to
individual cases and make judgments based on their own sense of professional ethics.
Moreover, they should refrain from becoming complicit in intensifying the stigma of a
given disease through excessive scrutiny. I suggest that if researchers can produce
rigorously empirical research using the personal information contained in the medical
records they can presently access, they could prove the importance of medical history, and
thus progressively gain further access to more medical records.

BEFHE  HHE

The “History of Historical Materials” Relating to a Document Born
at the Council of Frankfurt in 794 and Document Utilization
in the Sovereign Acts of the Carolingian Era

Tsuba Takuro

This paper focuses on the historical record that have been referred to as the
“Frankfurt edict,” to elucidate document utilization in the sovereign acts of the Carolingian
era. Previous studies of this historical material regarded the document as important
“edict” issued by Charlemagne in 794, with systematic replication and propagation carried
out under the direction of his court. However, this historical material has been regarded as
“edict” only since the beginning of the early modern period; an examination of the context
of the existing contemporary situations reveals that it was no more than by-product of the
Council of Frankfurt and shows that calling the document “edict” could lead to a critical
misunderstanding. These findings challenge the prevailing view that Charlemagne
promulgated many “edict” and systematically replicated and propagated them.
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