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Before the 2011 Tohoku Earthquake (Great East Japan Earthquake), tsunami evacuation
buildings were designated in the affected regions in Iwate, Miyagi and Fukushima prefectures.
Most of them functioned against tsunami and saved many surrounding residents’ lives. The photo 1
shows a tsunami evacuation building in Minami-sanriku town was a public hospital with five-story
and although even fourth floor was inundated, many people evacuated fifth or top floor. However,
municipality of Kamaishi city retracted the designation even for a remained building with eight
stories. It seems that heavily affected municipalities tend to be more circumspect to designate

tsunami evacuation buildings again.
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On the other hand, less affected areas even in Miyagi prefecture like Tagajo city or other
prefectures like Aomori and Ibaraki, municipalities in the coastal area designate many tsunami

evacuation buildings recently. The author shows actual conditions and analyses the background of

tsunami evacuation buildings in the affected regions.

Photo 1: (left)
Demolished
Tsunami Evacuation
Building in Minami-
Sanriku, Miyagi
June 2012 (S. Ando)

Photo 2: (right)
Tsunami Evacuation
Building remained
but retracted its
designation in lwate
Aug. 2013 (S. Ando)
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Analysis on the Actual Conditions and Trend of Tsunami Evacuation Buildings in Japan
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According to the nation-wide investigation in 2011 by the Cabinet Office and the Ministry of Land, Infrastructure,
Transport and Tourism (MLIT), 3986 tsunami evacuation buildings exsisted in Japan (end of October, 2011). GRIPS
investigated tsunami evacuation buildings and found that 7932 buildings (end of August, 2013) and 10466 buildings
(end of August, 2014) are designated as tsunami evacuation buildings, although the government has not investigated
them after 2011. This paper analyses the actual conditions and trend of the tsunami evacuation buildings, focusing on
the municipalities where number of designated building was rapidly increased or decreased. In addition, this paper
discusses the definition of “tsunami evacuation building”, while the number includes 140 tsunami evacuation towers.
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