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The role of third parties on declarations of love:
Impact of source credibility on persuasion effects
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The purpose of this study is to examine the role of third
parties at the stage of establishing romantic relationships,
particularly declarations of love, focusing on effects of third
parties on deciding to declare would-be lovers’ love. In study
1, the author manipulates third parties’ credibility as
persuaders using the experimental questionnaire and examines
the impact of third parties on would-be lovers’ willingness to
declare. In study 2, the author interviewed with university
students who experience declarations related to third parties,
such as asking for advice. The results showed high credibility
third parties have high persuasion effects on deciding to
declare would-be lovers’ love and third parties are involved
not only declarations but also wvarious situations of
establishing romantic relationships.
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