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Abstract

The Bhutanese government’s contradictory policies of promoting sedentary settlements in the
name of modernization and encouraging the continuation of livestock herding in the highlands
to protect borders have created eclectic “highlanders” who build houses in the lowlands while
keeping yaks in the highlands. While most of the highlanders’ economy now relies on cordyceps
collection in the northern borders, highlanders based in enclaves of the great Himalayas such as
Lagap could not fully relied on this new economical resource. As a result, yak herding still remains
a key means of livelihood and an indispensable source of identity. This article aims to understand
how the highland pastoralists of Bhutan maintain their conventional livelihood from these two
points of view. In this article, | analyze the attributes and features of multilayered borders between
pastoralists in the enclaves of the highlands and agricultural farmers in the lowlands. | also analyze
the transformation of the government’s highland policies after the recent northern border disputes
with China.
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