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Abstract

70% of U.S. military bases in Japan are concentrated in Okinawa, which has only 0.6% of
Japan's land area. Recently, the reduction of on U.S. military bases in Okinawa is being active-
ly negotiated between Japan and the United States. However, it deviates from the demands of
Okinawans who want to return to peaceful Okinawa without nuclear weapons and bases. To
support this, the Okinawa base has been rapidly expanded and strengthened since the Korean
War, and has become a fortified island to the extent that it is called “Gibraltar in the Pacific
Ocean.” The Okinawa base has been positioned as a strategic point in the Far East strategy
and continues to this day. Based on the analysis of U.S.-Japan relations and the situation in
the Far East by former Admirals Kichisaburo Nomura and Arleigh Burke, the study shows the
reason for taking up the Okinawa base under the Japan-U.S. security arrangements. Former
Admiral Nomura acknowledged that the conclusion of the Japan-U.S. Security Treaty would
maintain a military balance with the communist countries. On the other hand, former Admiral
Burke said, “Not only do military policies that are not based on regional politics work effective-
ly, but ultimately they can lead to significant human or financial losses and serious political
bounces.”
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