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Return of Ogasawara Islands and Policy of Isolated
Islands

—PFocusing on Ogasawara Islands, which are Registered
as a World Natural Heritage Site, and Japanese Language

Learning for European and American Children—
Takaaki Muraoka

In the Ogasawara Islands, which became ruled by the U.S. military due to the
defeat of Japan, only Western islanders were allowed to return to the island, and
Japanese former islanders were not allowed to return to the island until 1968 when
they were returned to Japan. Since the education during that period was done in the
U.S. curriculum, the conversion to the Japanese curriculum after the return caused
confusion because the meaning of the return was not understood by the children of
Western islanders. As a result, the Ogasawara mixed language, which is a mixture
of English and Japanese, has come to be used daily among the children of Western
islanders.

On the other hand, in the Ogasawara Islands, which has been registered as a
World Natural Heritage Site, islanders are working to improve the productivity of
agriculture and fisheries while coexisting with nature in a subtropical climate. In
addition, the relationship between the conservation of world natural heritage and eco-
tourism characterizes Ogasawara's new style.

The Ogasawara Islands, which have been registered as a World Natural Heritage
Site, have become the center of leisure industries such as sea kayaking tours around
beautiful coral reefs, scuba diving, and whale watching. In addition, eco-tours that
focus on environmental conservation and nature observation will provide peace of
mind to city dwellers living in a complex modern society. Since it takes 24 hours one

way to get to Ogasawara by sea, opening an air route is an urgent matter.



