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Many paradoxes are also found in the religious domain. It has traditionally
been thought that Buddhism was mainly supported by the urban merchant
class. This can perhaps be said of Bactria where it held an imporiant
though not hegemonic position. But in Sogdiana, the most mercantile of
these societies, the exact opposite has been found: archaeological traces of
Buddhism are very rare. The Chinese pilgrim Xuanzang, who passed
through Samarkand in 630, noted that there were almost no more monks
and that the last ones were being hunted down in their monasteries by
Zoroastrian Zealots brandishing fires of purification. While Sogdian
Buddhists certainly left abundant writings, these Buddhists existed
virtually only in China, where they had converted.
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On the Sogdian Version of the Leng-ch ‘teh Shih-tzu-
chi and Related Problems

YosHIDA Yutaka

In this article, three Buddhist Sogdian fragments from the German Turfan col-
lection are edited and identified with the Chinese original. They are So 1010009,
So 10650 (25), and So 10311, the last two being joinable. It is noteworthy that
the identified text has turned out to be one of the earliest Ch'an # texts, enti-
tled Leng-ch'ieh shih-tzu-chi ¥EMBIFE, which was produced by Ching-chiieh
R in the early eighth century. Together with the hitherto identified Sogdian
translations of such apocryphal texts as the Fa-wang ching %EH, Hsin-wang
ching OIEAE, and Chiu-ching ta-pei ching 983 AIERE, which are often cited in
Chinese Ch'an literature, this discovery makes it certain that Sogdians resident
in China were familiar not only with ordinary Mahidyana stitras but also with
Ch'an Buddhism. The newly identified text attests a few new words, such as
rak, translating jan % ‘stain’, cxst'w & ‘desirousness’, and pn’s'k corresponding to
shih % ‘loss. Difficult is L' wyst wnty, rendering pu tung FH) Tot mave,
immovable’; wyst seems to be the past stem of "wvi of which the cognate is
Chr. "wyZ 'to agitate’,

Apart from the edition of the fragments, the history of Buddhism among
Sogdians is also briefly surveyed. Referring to the attestation of names of Bud-
dhist Sogdians such as (Ts'ao) Fu-ti-yen (¥) tA7FE (Middle Chinese *bien tiei
idn), transcribing Butiyan (lit. ‘Buddha's favour"), among Turfan and Tun-huang
U8 Chinese documents of the seventh to eighth centuries, the author argues
that the mass conversion of Sogdians to Buddhism seems to have begun in the
first half of the seventh century. This pro-Buddhist atmosphere among Segdian
traders of the seventh century was noted by Hsiian-tsang ¥ #t when he gave
lectures to them in Liang-chou #EM just before he leit Chira in 629 CE.

The Birth of Historical Chronicles in Sri Lanka

BaBa Norihisa

Through a redaction criticism of the Dipavamsa, Sri Lanka's first historical

3

chronicle, this article elucidates its structure, the editorial work undertaken by
its compiler (s), and its stance towards the contemporary situation. The findings
may he summarized chronologically in the following manner.

The Mahavihara school, which had advanced into mainland India by the
third century at the latest and styled itself “Theriya,” compiled the Dipavamsa
around the fourth century. Its compiler(s) reversed the relationship between
India, which had been the centre of Buddhism, and Sri Lanka, which lay cn its
periphery, by positioning the Mahavihdra order as the orthodoxy of the Bud-
dhist world on three counts, namely, the Buddha (sacred site), the Dharma (the
Buddha's teachings authorized by councils), and patrons (kingship). That is to
say, the compiler{s} brought together source materials relating to Indian Bud-
dhism in the form of a history according to which the Buddhist teachings gath-
ered together by the elders (Theravada) were passed down through the gen-
erations to Mahinda; they brought together source materials relating to Sti
Lankan kingship in the form of a history centred on King Devanampiya Tissa
as a descendant of the Sakya (Sakka) tribe and eventually King Mahasammata,
the first king of human beings; and they brought together source materials
relating to Sri Lankan Buddhism with a focus on the Mahavihara monastery as
a sacred site. The compiler(s) then created the structure of the Dipavamsa in
which these three elements came together in the scene of the establishment of
the Mahavihara by King Devasampiya Tissa for Mahinda's order. The
Dipavamsea, having been composed in this manner, then sparked the compilation
of the Mahdvamsa in the fifth century and subsequent historical chronicles, and
thus gave birth to the genre of such chronicles {(vemsa) in Sri Lanka.

The Construction and Spatial Structure of Chung-ching
(Ta-ting-fu) of the Liao: The Possibilities of the History of
East Asian Capital Cities in the 11th to 13th Centuries

Kurota Kazuo

In this article, I first point out that in the Liao's “Central Capital” Chung-ching
I (Tatingfu X%EFF) the outer city had an axial road with galleries (ang-
she %) on both sides and that this type of architecture in a capital city
resembled that of K'aifeng Bi#t of the Northern Sung. But whereas in K'alfeng
the gaileries (yi-long THES, “"imperial galleries”) were along the axial road, or
imperial way (vi-chieh #%7), of the inner city, in Chungching they were




