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Supportive Relations among Families Living in Suburbanization Areas

— Study on Neighboring in Two Communities in K City of Hyogo Prefecture —

SUZUKI Miku®

Abstract: The suburbanization of residential areas nationwide is said to have weakened the ties
between families and the communities they live in. This suburbanization began more than 30
years ago during the high economic growth period. It has since been said that families have
become increasingly irrelevant to the communities they live in, as illustrated by the expression
“people hardly know what their neighbors look like.” Furthermore, communities are said to
have collapsed due to spreading individualism within the family. | have been wondering if, after
these 30 years, the factors mentioned above can still be keys in solving regional problems perti-
nent to family life. What factors should we consider in determining prospects for the future?
This question led me to start this study. Results of the study show that factors such as genera-
tion and the length of time in the community exert remarkable influence on supportive relations
between families in the subject areas. 1 also reviewed the living environment of families from
past to present as well as the future prospects of each family member. This review revealed that
community consciousness or active community involvement could be realized regardless of gen-

eration and residential history.

Keywords: suburbanization, family life, supportive relations, neighboring, community consciousness
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