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Sverrir Jakonsson (1999)
“Opekkti konungrinn. Sagnir um Harald harfagra”

£ Aking called Haraldr may have existed in 9th
century Norway

£ The figure of the king in sagas is a mythical figure

£ The link with the Icelandic settlement not appeared

in texts until the early 12th century
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Helgi Skuli Kjartansson (2006)
“English Models for King Harald Fairhair?”

{3+ Heimskringla: 2 elements of Haraldr’s tyranny

1) Confiscation of 6dal < 1066 Norman conquest

2) Feudal pyramid with jarls <1017 Cnut’s ealdormann

{3 Odal and jarls - Integrated in the tradition of King
Haraldr in the 11th century <New ideas from England
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Table 1: Islendingas6gur

c.1625

No.|Title Oldest MS Date according to IF  |Date acc.to others |[Settlers Link between the settlement and Haraldr harfagri (chs)
Al 1 |Fostbroedra saga 1302-10 c.1200 E/1250-1300(0K) |- -
A| 2 |Heidarviga saga c.1300 ¢.1200, before 1210 |E/c.1260(BG) - -
c| 3 |Eiriks saga rauda 1302-10 1200-30 E/1200-30 (OH) |1:Audr djipudga Mentioned settlement, but not Haraldr
A| 4 |Droplaugarsona saga c.1350 1200-40 E - -
Al 5 |Bjarnar saga Hitdcelakpaa c.1375 1215-30 E/c.1300 (BG) - -
D| 6 |Kormaks saga c.1350 by 1220 E 2:0gmundr Korméksson Friendship with Haraldr(1), but friction with Eirikr and Gunhildr (2)
A| 7 |Hallfredar saga vandraedaskalds c.1350 c.1220 E 1-2:0ttar borvaldsson&Avaldi Ingjaldsson |-
B| 8 |Egils saga c.1250 1220-30 E 23:Ketill heengr/27:Skalla-Grimr o explicit antipathy (3-27, 30, 36: unification, conflicts)
Al 9 |Valla-Ljéts saga c.1640 1220-40 E - -
A|10|Viga-Glums saga fci3so fi220-50 [ -
Al 11|Vapnfirdinga saga c.1425 1225-50 E - -
B|12|Eyrbyggja saga c.1300 c.1229 (SN 1250-) C/c.1265 (BG) 4:p6rolfr mostrarskegg/5-6:Ketils born o unification, conflicts with hersir (1-3)
B| 13 |Laxdcela saga c.1275 1230-60 C 3:Bjorn&Helgi Ketilssonar/5-6:Unnr o unification (2)
Al 14|Ljoésvetninga saga c.1400 1230?-50 E/c.12007? (TA) - -
B| 15 |Hardar saga ok Hélmverja c.1400 1235-45/14th c. L 1:Bjorn gullberi o ofriki
A| 16|Qlkofra saga c.1350 by c.1250 E -
Al 17]|Gisla saga (short) c.1400 c.1250 C -
B[ 18|Gisla saga (long) c.1400 c.1250 C o unification (1:Hann var fyrstr einvaldskonungr um allan Néreg)
A|19|Bandamannasaga  ~ [c1350  |c1250  |cd®)yciz00 |- -
Al 20|Reykdcela sagaViga-Skutu c.1400 c.1250 E 1:Eyvindr&Ketill borsteinssonar - Good reputation of land quarity of Iceland(1)
Al 21 |porsteins saga Sidu-Hallssonar c.1700 1250 + L - -
Al 22 [Hoensa-béris saga c.1500 1250-70 C - -
Al 23|Gunnlaugs saga ornstungu c.1325 1270-80 C - -

Friendship between Ingimundr and Haraldr (8-9,12)

D| 24 |Vatnsdcela saga c.1400 1270-80 E 12-14:Ingimundr /Prophecy (10)/Friction with other chieftains e.g. Semundr
Al 25 |borsteins saga hvita 1639 1275-1300 C 1:porsteinn hviti -
Al 26|Njals saga c.1300 1275-85 C - -
5|27 Fléaméﬁ'riréwé'éga 1400 1290-1330 L 3”:Ingélfur&Leifr/4—6 """ o 6fridr, 6dal, ofriki Haralds (1,4,5,6)
C| 28|Hrafnkels saga c.1500 by c.1300 C/by 1264 (HP) 1 Not mention the reason of settlement, just to date the events(1)
A| 29 |Greenlendinga saga 1387-94 c.1300 E/1200-30(OH) - -
Al 30|Finnboga saga c.1350 1300-50 L - -
Al 31 [Havardar saga isfirdings c.1650 1300-50 L - -
C| 32 |porskfirdinga saga c.1400 1300-50 L - To date (2:pa réd Haraldur konungur harfagri fyrir Noreg.)
Al 33|Kjalnesinga saga c.1475 1310-20 L 1:Helgi bjéla Ketilsson -
B | 34 |Grettis saga c.1500 1310-20 L/1400-(OTh) 8:Asmundr/9:0Onundr tréfétr o unification, konungsprell (2-3)
A| 35 |Kroka-Refs saga Neaazs |1325-75 N - - - -
A|36|Pordar saga hredu c.1400 c.1350 L 2 -
B|37|Svarfdeela saga c.1450 1350-1400 L 13-14:borsteinn borgnyr'son O ofriki (1,13)
B|38|Bardar saga c.1400 1350-80 L 3. Bardur Dumbsson o unifiction, finnskattr (1)/Good land quality of Iceland(3)
B|39|Viglundar saga c.1500 c.1400 L 6: borgrimr o unification(1, 6),einvaldskonungr (1)
Al 40|Gunnars saga Keldugnupsfifls c.1650 1400-1500 L - -
A| 41 |Fljétsdcela saga 1500-50 L/1300-1400(SK) |- -
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[slendingaségur

Table 2: References to Haraldr hdrfagri and the settlement

A |26

Do NOT mention the settlement or Haraldr harfagri

B |10

Link to Haraldr harfagri's UNIFICATION

Mention the settlement in Haraldr’s time,
but do NOT mention the unification

41

FRIENDSHIP with Haraldr harfagri

Total
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Table 2: References to Haraldr hdrj
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Table 3: Landnamabodk

Chs. of if |

Settler

Refference to Haraldr harfagri

SH 2

ba er island fannsk ok byggdisk af Néregi, ...pa var Haraldr harfagri konungr yfir Néregi,

SH 8

Ingolfr

Sumar bat, er peir Ingélfr féru til at byggja island, hafdi Haraldr harfagri verit toIf ar konungr at Néregi;

SH 13

Ketill flatnefr

Haraldr enn harfagri herjadi vestr um haf, sem ritat er i ségu hans. /
Ok er pat spurdi Haraldr konungr, sendi hann vestr Ketil flatnef, son Bjarnar bunu, at vinna sptr eyjarnar.

S29

Skalla-Grimr

Haraldr konungr harfagri lét drepa boréIf nordr i Alést 4 Sandnesi af régi Hildiridarsona;
pat vildi Haraldr konungr eigi beeta./ bar toku peir knorr pann, er Haraldr konungr Iét taka fyrir borélfi,

S72,H60

Vali enn sterki

Vali enn sterki hét hirdmadr Haralds konungs ens harfagra; hann va vig i véum ok vard utlegr.

S84,H72

Bjorn enn austreeni

En er Ketill hélt skottum fyrir Haraldi konungi enum harfagra,
pa rak konungr Bjérn son hans af eignum sinum ok ték undir sik.

S85,H73

porolfr Mostrarskeggi

Hann fér fyrir ofriki Haralds konungs harfagra til islands ok sigldi fyrir sunnan land.

S112,H 86

Geirmundr heljarskinn

En er hann kom aptr, pa er hann hafdi lengi i bruttu verit, pa hafdi Haraldr konungr barizk i Hafrsfirdi
vid Eirik Hordakonung ok Sulka konung af Rogalandi og Kjétva enn audga ok fengit sigr.

S134,H 106

Orn (kinsman of Geirmundr?)

hann for af Rogalandi fyrir ofriki Haralds konungs.

S135,H 107

Ann raudfeldr Grimsson

Ann raudfeldr ... vard misséttr vid Harald konung enn harfagra ok for pvi 6r landi i vestrviking;

S139,H111

Dyri

hann fér af Sunnmeeri til islands at radi Régnvalds jarls, en fyrir ofriki Haralds konungs harfagra.
("en fyrir ofriki Haralds konungs harfagra" is not included in H111)

S 140, H112

p6rdr Vikingsson

Pordr hét madr Vikingsson eda son Haralds konungs harfagra;
(H112: p6rdr hét madr Vikingsson, er flestir kalla verit hafa son Haralds konungs harfagra;)

S144,H114

Hallvardr sugandi

Hallvardr stugandi var i orrostu méti Haraldi konungi i Hafrsfirdi;
hann fér af peim 6fridi (H: Scetrum af Hordalandi) til islands

S154,H 124

borélfr fasthaldi

hann vard ésattr vid Hakon jarl Grjétgardsson ok for til islands med radi Haralds konungs.
("med radi Haralds konungs" is not included in H124)

S 155, H 125

@rlygr Bodvarsson

@rlygr son Bodvars Vigsterkssonar for til islands fyrir ofriki Haralds konungs harfagra;

S156,H 126

Hella-Bjorn Herfinnsson

Hella-Bjorn son Herfinns ok Hoéllu var vikingr mikill; hann var jafnan évinr Haralds konungs

S159,H 128

sons of Herrgdr hvitasky

Herrgdr hvitasky var géfugr madr; hann var drepinn af rddum Haralds konungs, en synir hans prir féru til islands

S161,H 130

Onundr tréfétr

Onundr var i méti Haraldi konungi i Hafrsfirdi ok Iét par fot sinn.

S166,H 135

Balki Blaingsson

hann var 4 mét Haraldi konungi i Hafrsfirdi

S 179, H 145

Ingimundr gamli Porsteinsson

peir komu ér hernadi pann tima, er Haraldr konungr gekk til lands ok lagdi til orrostu i Hafrsfirdi vid pa bori haklang.
Ingimundr vildi veita konungi, en Semundr eigi, ok skildi par félag peirra.

Eptir orrostuna gipti konungr Ingimundi Vigdisi, déttur béris jarls pegjanda;

...Ingimundr undi hvergi; pvi fysti Haraldr konungr hann at leita forlaga sinna til islands.

S229,H195

Asgrimr Ondéttsson

Haraldr konungr sendi borgeir enn hvinverska til islands at drepa Asgrim.

S371,H 326

Hasteinn

Eptir pat helt Hasteinn <son hans> rikinu par til er Haraldr konungr ok Sigurdr jarl drégu her at honum.

*S: Sturlubdk (c.1275-80) , AM 107 fol. / H: Hauksbdk (1306-08), AM 371 4to and AM 105 fol.
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Landndmabodk

Table 4: References to Haraldr hdrfagri

A |16 | FRICTION with Haraldr harfagri

B | 4 | FRIENDSHIP with Haraldr harfagri

C | 2 | Mention Haraldr harfagri just for time indication

22 | Total
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Landnam

Table 4: References to Haraldr harf

A |16 | FRICTION with Haraldr harf:

B | 4 | FRIENDSHIP with Haraldr h:

C | 2 | Mention Haraldr harfagri just for time indication

22 | Total

N e A — S U T, T

13F12H4HKEH




Landndmab oKk - sturlubsk (c.1275-80), ch.112

{}Hann [King Haraldr] hafdi pd lagt undir sik allt
Rogaland ok tekit par marga menn af 6dulum sinum.
Sd pa Geirmundr gngvan annan sinn kost en rddask
brutt, pvi at hann fekk par gngvar scemdir.

{3} (He’d conquered the whole of Rogaland and driven a
good many farmers from their estates. Geirmundr
realized he had no choice but to emigrate, because he
had no standing there any more.)
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Grettis saga, ch.3

{3} “Geirmundur kvad pd ordinn svo mikinn styrk Haralds konungs
ad honum potti pad litil von ad peir fengju par semdir med
hernadi ad menn fengu pd Osigur er ad var dreginn allur
landslydur, og kvedst eigi nenna ad gerast konungspreell og
bidja pess er hann dtti ddur sjalfur, kvedst heldur mundu leita
sér annarrd forrada.”

{3} (Geirmund answered that Harald had such a force that there
was little hope of gaining any honour by fighting when the
whole country had joined against him and been beaten. He had
no mind, he said, to become the king’s thrall, and to beg for
that which he had once possessed in his own right. Seeing that
he was no longer in the vigour of his youth he preferred to find
other lands to rule)
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Geirmundar pattr heljarskinns, ch.3

£} Ok pat vilja sumir menn segja, at Geirmundr feeri fyrir ofriki
Haralds konungs til Islands. En ek hefi pat heyrt, at i pann
tima, er peir broedr kdmu or vestviking, vaeri sem mest ord
d, at engin pcetti pat vera fraegdarfor meiri en fara til
Islands; ok af pvi inu sama vildi Geirmundr sigla Gt pegar um
sumarit er peir kbmu vid Noreg”

£} (Some people want to say that Geirmundr went away to
Iceland because of King Haraldr’s tyranny. But | have heard
it said that at the time when those brothers returned from
their expedition to the west, it was generally held that
there was no more glorious journey than the voyage to
Iceland. And for this very reason Geirmundr meant to sail
out straightway after the summer when they came back to
Norway)
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