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Expression and Perception of Paralinguistic Information 

by Speakers of the Northern Kumamoto Dialect 

 

TAGAWA Yukinori 

 

Abstract In recent years, studies on paralinguistic information conveyed by speech sound 

were conducted widely in Japan. However, most of them investigated the Tokyo dialect while 

few concentrated on other dialects. In this study, perception tests on “neutral question” and  

“question in criticism” were performed for speakers of the Northern Kumamoto dialect, which  

is considered to lack a lexical accent system. The results suggest that the pitch range at the 

beginning of utterance influences the judgment on “question in criticism.” 
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