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SUMMARY

On the “Human Freedom” in Hans Jonas:

A Focus on a Relation between the Philosophy of Biology and the Future Ethics.

Hiroshi Toya

The purpose of this paper is to explain Hans Jonas’s concept of “human
freedom.” Jonas is one of the most influential philosophers in the fields of bio-
ethics and environmental ethics. His philosophical work falls into three broad
phases. The first is his study of Gnosticism. The second is his development of
a philosophy of biology, in which his central work is The Phenomenon of Life:
Toward a Philosophical Biology. The third phase concerns the theory of future
ethics, and The Imperative of Responsibility: In Search of an Ethics for the Techno-
logical Age is his most famous work. The continuity between Jonas’s exploration
of philosophical biology and future ethics has been studied for many years.
However, scholars appear to have paid little attention to Jonas’s philosophical
anthropology. In philosophical biology, Jonas advanced the concept of man as
Homo Pictor that interprets the ontological character of humans as possessing
the freedom to create images. Jonas carried this philosophical anthropology over
to his later works on future ethics. In this paper, I consider the theory of Homo
Pictor as a fundamental concept for the analysis of “human freedom” and show
how Jonas applies this theory to future ethics. The concept of “human freedom”
is the key to understanding the development of Jonas’s philosophy.



