
 

C O N D I T I O N   C R I T I C A L 
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CALL FOR PAPERS: ON LINE SEMINAR SERIES, September 2021 

 
‘The word “crisis” means, in medical terms, the crossroads a patient reaches, the point at 
which she will either take the road to recovery or to death.’ – Solnit 2020 
 
‘[In] the immediate aftermath of natural disaster, one is caught in the contrasting pressures 
and the dilemmas engendered by the discontinuity: some sense and order must be 
reestablished, but the stable and solid ground on which we used to stand has collapsed, and 
we are left groping in muddy waters.’ – Lanzara 2016: 7 

 
Law is generally understood as a force for continuity, predictability and order. What is its role in responding 
to disasters or other major disruptions? The declaration of a state of emergency is often the first response of 
law-makers and governments. This suspension of law’s normal operation is a moment of extreme danger, 
rivalling that of the disaster itself, in the licence it gives to powerful forces, government and otherwise, to 
exercise unfettered force. Yet it is also presents spectacular opportunities for reinvention, for government 
and other social institutions, as well as communities, entrepreneurs and other ‘disruptors’.  
 

In the aftermath of hurricanes and pandemics the rich and powerful have been known to display ruthless 
disregard for life and well-being: shooting ‘looters’, ordering workers to risk their lives to work through a 
pandemic, using ‘social distancing’ measures to break down social solidarity and protest movements. There 
have also been instances of mounting solidarity and altruism, whether among first responders and 
neighbours, or in government action to temporarily widen social ‘safety nets’ to include undocumented 
immigrants (Portugal) or to house the homeless (Australia).  
 

In this seminar series we look for contributions to research into the dangers and opportunities arising in 
situations of crisis, disruption and disaster. We invite participants to explore the heuristic and political 
potential of systems breakdowns, from empirical, theoretical or policy perspectives. These perspectives will, 
above all, be critical: because they study crises, because our condition is critical, and because a return to an 
unexamined – uncriticised – normality is not an option. 
 

While the ongoing pandemic offers numerous research opportunities, we also encourage studies of historical 
disasters, as well as the continuing and foretold disasters of climate change and other ecological and 
epidemiological crises. Topics may cover some of the following examples, and many more:  
 

• Law as a means of regulating crises; 
• Adaptation of legal and other institutions to conditions of crisis and disruption; 
• Political economic responses, whether aimed at taming, inflaming or exploiting the crisis; 
• Socio-legal responses that work through the gaps in the disrupted political and social fabric. 

 
 

Time frame 
The seminars will be held, on line, on Tuesdays and Thursdays, 

beginning 7 September 2021 (morning in Europe, late 
afternoon-early evening in Australia).  

Maximum of eight 1-2 hour seminars.  
Submission of abstract and 2 line bio to organisers by 7 May.  
Acceptance notified 21 May. Program circulated 14 June. 
Draft papers to be circulated one week prior to the seminar. 
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