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1. Environmental Law and the Anthropocene as an 
'age of re-embodiments'

2. Relational approaches to Environmental Law: 
Focus on response-abilities of care in 
more-than-human worlds

3. When environmental legal education opens up to 
'pedagogies of mattering': response-abilities as 
skills



   FROM BODIES TO (RE)-EMBODIMENTS

Rethinking the framework of HRs in relation to the 
environmental regulatory domain: 
● The perception of legal modernity as both ontologically 

disembodied and performatively disembodying
● The proposed shift to a language of re-embodiments
● The possible adoption of a relational approach to law for the 

Anthropocene 

Religare  (Thomas-Pellicer, De Lucia, 2016)
● Re-embodiments thought through the organizing frame of 

religare and the key passage from bodies to embodiments 
understood in terms of clusters, hubs, or nexi of relations. 

'Intra-action'  (Barad, 2007)
● 'interactions' assume separate individual agencies that 

precede each action  #  'Intra-action' signifies the mutual 
constitution of entangled human-nonhuman agencies. 

● Intra-action exceeds both individualism and holism  
<<<  'entangled relations of difference'.

How and to which extent can re-embodiments, 

understood as both a conceptual framework and a set of 

practices,

● open up (legal reasoning) to a different 

understanding of the planetary condition 

associated with the Anthropocene? 

● help (lawyers) reconstrue both the destructive and 

the restorative relations between humans and 

non-humans?



❖ New legal imaginaries and Law for the Anthropocene as an emergent field of inquiry  (Grear, 
2020)

➔ 'Sympoietic normativities' as a mode of legal theorizing responsive to 
more-than-human ontologies  (Petersmann, 2021a)

➢ The need to consider both and simultaneously ‘the indistinguishability between 
bodies’ (in reaction against an enduring human exceptionalism) and ‘the de facto 
emergence of different bodies’ (hence a needed return of anthropos as a new 
political and legal body)  (Philippopoulos-Mihalopoulos, 2017)

● How to question environmental law's accepted boundaries and start 
experimenting with new assemblages that include different materialities?

● A situated environmental law should help humans ‘assume their responsibility in 
relation to their position in the planetary assemblage.’

ENVIRONMENTAL LAW AND THE ANTHROPOCENE AS AN AGE OF 'RE-EMBODIMENTS' 



❖ Revisiting 'responsibility'
➔ Building on D. Haraway's concept of response-ability to further challenge the underlying logic of 

(international) environmental law.
➢ Could the concept of 'response-ability' -- understood as an ethical, political and juridical 

commitment -- help us rethink legal responsibility for environmental protection in an age where 
accountabilities are extensive and permanently unfinished?  (Petersmann, 2021b)

➢ 'Intra-active response-abilities' (based on the perception of a continuously unfolding 
reconfiguration of self and others where subjects, objects, matter, space and time are 
iteratively produced and performed).

❖ Questioning 'protection'
➔ Moulding the protection of 'natural entities' into a HRs template risks inhibiting intra-active 

response-abilities based on 'entangled relations of difference'.
➔ A turn to care is key to the development of a praxis of response-abilities in law.  (Petersmann, 2021b)

➢ Speculative commitment to care  (Puig de la Bellacasa, 2017)

  FROM RELATIONAL APPROACHES TO ENVIRONMENTAL LAW... 
                                                                         TO RESPONSE-ABILITIES OF CARE IN MORE-THAN-HUMAN WORLDS



What would environmental legal education for 
the Anthropocene look like?

❖ What would it mean and imply for environmental 

legal education to open up to alternative legal 

imaginaries? 

❖ Is there any difference in this regard between 

mono- and pluridisciplinary teaching and 

learning frameworks (with the Faculty of Law/Law 

school on the one hand, and the Graduate School of 

Arts and Sciences, for example, on the other)?

Opening up environmental legal education to 
pedagogies of mattering

❖ Should ‘response-abilities of care in 

more-than-human worlds’ be considered as a 

needed skill that environmental legal education 

could aim to develop?

❖ What could be the specific contribution of 

speculative judging to environmental legal 

education for the Anthropocene?

   FOSTERING RESPONSE-ABILITIES IN    ENVIRONMENTAL LEGAL EDUCATION



The Anthropocene Judgments project 

(Rogers and Maloney) is an interdisciplinary

initiative of the Australian Earth Laws

 Alliance, involving lawyers, legal researchers,

speculative fiction writers and scientists. 

Participants engage in futuristic modelling and write 

judgments of, and for, the future, thus constructing 

innovative pathways of legal reasoning to address the 

unprecedented socio-legal and environmental challenges of 

the Anthropocene. 

THE POTENTIAL OF SPECULATIVE JUDGING, among other possible teaching and learning experiments

Participants  to the Wild Law Judgment Project 

creatively reinterpret judicial decisions from an 

Earth-centred point of view by rewriting existing 

judgments, or creating fictional judgments, as wild 

law. They confront the specific challenges of 

aligning existing Western legal systems with 

Thomas Berry's philosophy of Earth jurisprudence

through judgment writing and 

rewriting, thus opening up 

judicial decision-making and 

the (common) law to critical 

scrutiny from a wild law or 

Earth-centred perspective.
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Summary

Several critical legal theorists have recently embarked on a complete rethink of the framework 
of human rights in relation to the environmental regulatory domain. Emphasising that legal 
modernity is both ideo-ontologically disembodied and performatively disembodying, some have 
proposed to shift to a language of re-embodiments and deliberately embraced a relational 
approach to law for the Anthropocene. Drawing on most recent scholarship (Grear, 
Philippopoulos-Mihalopoulos, Petersmann, Rogers and Maloney, Thomas-Pellicer and De Lucia, Barad, 
Puig de la Bellacasa), this presentation:

● first, examines how the language of re-embodiments and the associated turn to 
relationality support a new legal imaginary and sense of possible legal commitments 
beyond not only the orthodox scheme of states’ responsibility for environmental 
protection, but also international environmental law’s most progressive theories and 
practices. 

● then, asks whether environmental legal education for the Anthropocene could open up to 
'pedagogies of mattering' and foster 'response-abilities of care in more-than-human 
worlds' as a new skill.


