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Habitat status of Japanese water shrew in Saiguchisawa valley in Okutama, Tokyo
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Abstract

The habit status of Japanese water shrew Chimarrogale platycephala designated as a threatened species in Nishitama-gun,
Tokyo, Japan, were studied in Saiguchisawa valley poured into Lake Okutama. We examined the influence of other animals on
the appearance of water shrew in the valley by the monthly fluctuation of relative abundance index (RAI) of birds and other
mammals. Since we found no water shrew in the down-stream area of Saiguchisawa in the preliminary survey, from September
to November 2013, we conducted the survey in the middle-stream area from June to November 2016. The water shrew was
photographed as still and moving images in June 2016, and there was sighting information in the down-stream area at the same
time. The present survey confirmed the inhabitation of water shrew by the direct observation, which had been reported only
in anecdotes since the 1990s. This suggests that water shrew inhabited continuously at least in the middle-stream area from
the 1990s to the present. It was also suggested that the existence of potential predators may have a negative influence on the
appearance of water shrew.
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