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"Myoga (Zingiber mioga (Thunb.) Roscoe) came from China in the old days, and it has been
thought that cultivated products escaped and became wild (e.g. Tanaka 2015: Japanese Wild

Plants, revised new edition, Vol. 1) ..."

Japanese ginger is considered to be homogeneously pentaploid according to karyotype studies,
whereas Chinese ginger is diploid, which has been the basis for supporting the above
hypothesis. A collaborator who knows Chinese gingers has pointed out that Japanese ginger
may be a taxon different from Chinese and Korean ginger, and we have started to determine

the base sequence of the nuclear I'TS of several Japanese, Korean, and Chinese gingers. Then,



the nucleotide sequences of ginger plants from Taiwan were added and molecular
phylogenetic analysis was performed. As a result, the Japanese and Korean gingers formed a
sister group, but the sister group to this Japanese + Korean clade consists of two species of
Taiwanese ginger plants that have been described in recent years (Z. shuanglongensis, Z.
chengii). Chinese ginger runs as a sister group of (Japanese, Korean ginger) + (Z.
shuanglongensis, Z. chengii) clade. In the future, it will be necessary to further increase the
data to improve the accuracy of phylogenetic analysis, and to compare the morphology of
Japanese ginger in the three countries and confirm the number of chromosomes and
karyotype. This presents evidence that Japanese Z. mioga was not brought to Japan from

China via cultivated escapees in recent times.
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