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Testimonies of Goho, Jingyuan, Yitian, and Xidi,
Surrounding Chengguan’s Suiwenshoujing :
The Spread of Shimoheyanlun in China

SATO Atsushi

Abstract

Goho, a fourteenth-century Japanese monk of the Shingon sect, cites
Suiwenshoujing from the works of Jingyuan, an eleventh-century Huayan school
monk, as evidence that Chengguan had seen Shimoheyanlun in the eighth century.
However, Suiwenshoujing was not transmitted to Japan.

Examining the content of Suiwenshoujing through information in the
correspondence between Jingyuan and Yitian and citations from Xidi’s
Wujiaozhang jichengji, 1 found the following. From the correspondence, it became
clear that Suiwenshoujing was preserved on Mt. Wutai but destroyed by fire during
the era of Chenggqian, and Jingyuan referencing Shilun in Qizutu was based on the
guidance of Zhongxi. From the citations in Xidi’s Wujiaozhang jichengji, it became
clear that Suiwenshoujing discusses the relationship of the thusness aspect (zhenryu
men) and arising and ceasing aspect (shengmie men) found in Dashenggqixinlun
with the four realms of reality (si fajie) doctrine. This could plausibly be attributed
to Chengguan.

Though fragmentary, these pieces of evidence contribute to the study of the

spread of Shimoheyanlun in China and scholarship on Chengguan’s works.
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