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     East Asian societies, including Mongolia, have been facing continuous change of 

international milieu. Major Powers such as USA, China, Japan, have impact on countries in 

this area, and such impact alters along with trend of the times. This means that foreign 

diplomacy of East Asian countries and regions depends not only on present degree of the 

impact but also on future prospect of it. When it comes to formulating mid and long term 

foreign policy, future prospect will be more critical than perception of current reality. 

At the same time, comprehending public opinion is important in examining such 

prospect. Mongolia has already become a democratic state. Policymakers cannot ignore 

public opinion in designing and implementing their policy, and this is also the case in the field 

of foreign diplomacy. Various studies verify that public opinion has influence on foreign 

diplomacy in democratic countries (Mendel, 1961; Mosley, 1985; Sobel, 2001; Holsti, 2004). 

Therefore, in order to predict future direction of Mongolian foreign diplomacy, it is critical to 

find out which country the Mongolians predict will have the most influence in Asia in the 

future. 

Making prediction of Mongolian foreign policy is also essential to examine Mongolian 

policy on Japan. Previous studies confirm that the Mongolians has relatively favorable 

impression toward Japan compared to other countries (Minato, 2012, 2014). However, it is 

another issue to be discussed whether such affinity will continue. One of the key factors to 

forecast Mongolian stance toward Japan is whether Japan is considered to sustain its strength 

in East Asia in the future. 

This study examines prospect of the Mongolians on which country will have the most 

influence in Asia in the future. The study is an extension of Minato (2013), and it contains 

enlarged coverage of countries and variables incorporated in the analyses. Following this 

introduction, methodology in this paper will be explained, namely survey data for analyses, a 

question in focus and analytical method. In the succeeding section the result of the analyses 

will be presented, which is consisted mainly of cross-national comparison and analysis of 

factors relating to the prospect. Based on the result conclusion will be drawn in the final 

section. 

 

Method 

Data for Analyses 

     The third wave data of the Asian Barometer Survey (hereafter ABS3) is used for 
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analyses in this study. Hosted jointly by Institute of Political Science at Academia Sinica and 

the Institute for the Advanced Studies of Humanities and Social Sciences at National Taiwan 

University, the survey has been conducted three times across East and Southeast Asia, with 

focus on political values, democracy, and governance. ABS3 was conducted in 2010 or 2011,2 

and currently data of nine societies (Mongolia, Indonesia, Malaysia, the Philippines, South 

Korea, Thailand, Taiwan, Singapore, and Vietnam) are available for micro-level analyses. 

     Mongolia is one of the countries where all waves of the survey were implemented, and 

where the micro-level data of all waves have already been released for analyses.
3
 ABS3 in 

the country was conducted in 2010 as a nationwide survey. Respondents were chosen through 

multi-stage random sampling method: The first stage is to select primary sampling units 

(PSU: aimags and the capital) from eight regions in Mongolia (West, North, Central I, Central 

II, Central III, East, South, and Ulaanbaatar and vicinity) on a random basis. In the next stage 

secondary sampling units (SSUs: sums and districts) were selected randomly from PSUs. The 

third stage is a selection of households from SSUs in a systematic sampling manner, 4 

followed by random selection of respondents from the households. As a result, 1,210 adults in 

voting age (males and females aged 18 or over) were chosen as respondents. 

 

Question in Focus and Analyses 

     The question focused on in this study is to ask respondents, “In ten years, which 

country will have the most influence in Asia?” As is mentioned before, the surveys were 

conducted in 2010 or 2011, so the question is asking country with the strongest influence on 

Asia in around 2020. The respondents are supposed to choose their answer from “China,” 

“Japan,” “India,” “United States,” and “Other.” Those who selected the last choice are also 

asked to name specific country. 

ABS3 also incorporates a question asking which country has the most influence in Asia 

now. Alternatives in this question are “China,” “Japan,” “India,” “United States,” and “Other,” 

just the same as the question on the most influential country in the future. 

In order to examine the Mongolian prediction on the country with the most influence in 

Asia, in this study two sets of analyses are conducted: The first is comparison of distribution 

of answers on the most influential country on Asia in the future and at the point of survey, as 

well as comparison of the prediction among East and Southeast Asian societies including 

Mongolia. The second is analyses of relation among answers on the most influential country 

in the future and other variables. This contains analysis of relation between future prediction 
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and recognition of current status of the country with the hugest power on Asia. 

 

Results 

Distribution of Answers 

Figure 1 shows the distribution of answers on the two questions in Mongolia. 

Apparently, majority of respondents consider China as the country with the most influence on 

Asia, both now and in the future. At the same time, larger number of respondents chose 

“China” as largest power in the future than now. Conversely, fewer respondents predict that 

“Japan” or “USA” will be the future power shrink than those recognizing either of the country 

as the most powerful now. Interestingly, there are a certain amount of respondents 

prognosticating that their own country Mongolia will be the country boasting the most 

influence in Asia. 

 

 

Figure 1. The country with the most influence on Asia now and in the future. 

 

     Then, is it a general tendency or a unique phenomenon that China is thought to be the 

most influential country? In figure 2 answers in East and Southeast societies are illustrated. 

The answer “Mongolia” is put into “Others” in subsequent tables and figures because there 

are no such answers in societies except Mongolia. According to the figure, China is 

recognized as the most influential country in the future by majority of respondents in 

Mongolia, South Korea, Taiwan, Thailand, Singapore, and Vietnam. In Malaysia the largest 

number of respondents predicts that China will be the future hegemony, though such 

respondents do not form majority. Meanwhile, USA is likely to be recognized as a leader in 

Asia by Filipino and Indonesian respondents. 
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Figure 2. Cross-national comparison of answers on the most influential country in ten years 

after the point of survey. 

 

 

Figure 3. Cross-national comparison of answers on the most influential country at present. 

 

     It is worthy of consideration whether an increase of the answer “China” shown in figure 

1 can be observed in other societies as well. Figure 3 describes respondents’ perception of 

current hegemony. In all societies the percentage of “China” is lower than the percentage 
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indicated in figure 2, while there is minute difference in the Philippines and Vietnam. China’s 

influence on Asia might be thought to expand in near future in East and Southeast societies, 

including Mongolia. 

Examining figures 2 and 3 also reveals other trends. Chinese influence on Asia is 

estimated higher in Mongolia, South Korea, Taiwan, Singapore, and Vietnam. Those societies 

are either neighbor of China or share cultural features to the country. On the other hand, the 

Filipinos are least likely to recognize China as the most influential country both in the current 

situation and in the future. Geographical proximity is a probable factor for the Mongolians to 

forecast China will be the hegemony in Asia in the future. 

 

Relations between the Prediction and Other Variables 

     The next set of analyses is on relation between the Mongolian prediction of the most 

influential country on Asia in the future and other factors. To begin with, zero-order cross 

tabulation analysis is conducted on relation between the prediction and perception of the most 

influential country now. The result is shown in table 1. Due to their small number, the 

respondents choosing “India” will be included “Others” in the following analyses. 

 

Table 1. Cross tabulation analysis of relation between the prediction and perception of the 

most influential country (number in parenthesis indicates row percentage) 

 

χ
2
=273.497

***
, Cramer’s V=.293 

 

Regardless of the country respondents choose as the country with the most influence, 

the percentage of the answer “China” is the largest of all alternatives. The percentage, 

however, varies significantly: while the percentage reaches more than 80% in the respondents 

who consider China as the present leader of Asia, it amounts only about 40% — almost the 

same figure of the answer “USA” in those answering that USA is the present hegemony. The 

result in table 1 implies that respondents’ perception on the most influential country at present 

has relation to their prediction on the most influential country in the future. 

It is likely, however, that there are other factors relating to the prediction. Therefore, the 

next step will be an analysis incorporating those factors. The dependent variable — focal 

variable in the analysis — is the prediction of the most influential country on Asia. Because 

the variable is nominal, multinomial logistic regression analysis is used for analytical model. 

Column: Asia in the Future

Row: Asia Now

China 580 (82.5%) 45 (6.4%) 30 (4.3%) 48 (6.8%) 703 (100.0%)

Japan 93 (54.7%) 44 (25.9%) 17 (10.0%) 16 (9.4%) 170 (100.0%)

USA 54 (40.9%) 18 (13.6%) 53 (40.2%) 7 (5.3%) 132 (100.0%)

Others 25 (46.3%) 7 (13.0%) 5 (9.3%) 17 (31.5%) 54 (100.0%)

Total 752 (71.0%) 114 (10.8%) 105 (9.9%) 88 (8.3%) 1059 (100.0%)

Others TotalChina Japan USA
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This method can be used for analysis of a nominal variable with three or more categories. The 

reference category of the dependent variable is set as “Others” in order to calculate 

coefficients on “China,” “Japan,” and “USA.”
5
 

     Table 2 indicates the details of independent variables. There are three sorts of variables 

to examine their relation to the prediction the most influential country on Asia: The first is 

basic attributes of the respondents. The second is variables on respondents’ contact and 

interest of information outside their country. The variables sorted into the third category are 

whether respondents think Chinese influence is good or harm on Asia, how much influence 

China have on their own country, and most importantly, which country has the most influence 

on Asia now. These variables might have relation whether or not respondents are inclined to 

choose China as the most influential country. 

 

Table 2. Independent variables 

 

 

The result of the analysis is shown in table 3. Coefficients (B) in the column of a certain 

country with the asterisks at its right side denote that the variables have significant effect on 

the dependent variable. Positive coefficients with asterisks in the column “Japan,” for instance, 

enhance possibility for respondents to choose “Japan” rather than “Others.”: Negative 

coefficients with asterisks in the column “China,” prevent respondents from choosing the 

country instead of “Others.” Coefficients without any asterisk do not have statistically 

significant effect, and can be ignored.
6
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6
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Variables Note

Gender =1 if respondents are male

Age groups Respondents' age classified into "20s or less," "30s," "40s," "50s," and "60s or over,"

where  "20s or less" is the reference category

Educational attainment Respondents' highest level of education classified into "Incomplete secondary or less,"

"Complete secondary," "Technical," and "University or over", where the first group is

the reference category

Residence Area of respondents' residence classfied into "Capital," "Provincial center,"

"County center," and "Rural." "Capital" is the reference category

Occupation Respondents' occupational status classified into "White-collar" (higher service and lower

service), "Working" (manual foremen, skilled manual, and semi-unskilled manual), and

"Agriculture" (farm workers). The reference category is "Not working"

Subjective social classification Covariate ranging from 1 "Lowest" to 10 "Highest"

Household income Covariate ranging from 1 "Lowest level" to 5 "Highest level"

Use of the Internet Covariate ranging from 0 "Never" to 5 "Almost daily"

Closeness to follow foreign news Covariate ranging from 0 "Not at all" to 4 "Very closely"

Frequency of watching foreign program Covariate ranging from 1 "Hardly ever" to 5 "Almost daily"

Chinese influence on Asia Covariate ranging from 1 "Much more harm than good" to 4 "Much more good than harm"

Chinese influence on Mongolia Covariate ranging from 0 "No influence at all" to 3 "A great deal of influence"

Country with most influence on Asia Respondents' recognition of the country that has the most influence in Asia, classified into

"China," "Japan," "USA," and "Others." The last category "Others" is the reference
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Table 3. Result of multinomial regression analysis 

 

 

What turned out from the table is that the variables added to the model in Minato 

(2013) have very limited relation. Measurement of Chinese influence on Mongolia has 

significantly negative relation to the tendency to choose “Japan.” The only variable with 

significant effect in “China,” “Japan,” and “USA” is the respondents’ perception of the most 

influential country on Asia now. The respondents recognizing China as current leader in Asia 

tend to predict that the country will retain its leadership and will not cede it to Japan, USA, 

and other countries. The respondents considering that Japan is the country with the most 

influence on current Asia tend to project either China or Japan will be the most influential 

country in future. Nevertheless, comparison of coefficient indicates that Japan is more likely 

to be chosen than China. The opinion of the respondents who perceive hegemony of USA in 

current Asia splits: They might think China, Japan, or USA, rather than the rest of the 

countries, as the future leader of Asia. Yet outstanding high coefficient in “USA” indicate that 

USA is the most likely to be recognized as the hegemony in the future. 

 

Discussion 

     This study has addressed the question which country the Mongolians predict as the 

most influential country on Asia in the future. To sum up, this study reaffirmed the finding of 

Minato (2013). While majority of the Mongolians predict that China will be the country with 

the most influence in the future, the Mongolians also tend to think that the most influential 

B S.E. Exp (B) B S.E. Exp (B) B S.E. Exp (B)

Intercept .079 1.057 .538 1.306 .652 1.379

Gender (Female) Male -.408 .265 .665 -.870 * .338 .419 -.660 + .353 .517

Age groups 30s 1.100 ** .415 3.003 .932 + .505 2.541 .885 + .520 2.424

(20s or less) 40s .131 .345 1.140 .222 .442 1.249 .166 .469 1.181

50s .710 .460 2.033 .746 .569 2.109 .583 .605 1.792

60s or over .557 .516 1.746 .463 .649 1.589 .390 .656 1.477

Educational attainment Comp. secondary .282 .371 1.325 -.073 .457 .929 -.040 .469 .960

(Incomp. secondary or less) Technical .182 .486 1.199 -.135 .597 .874 .307 .607 1.359

Univ. or over .812 .427 2.252 .045 .532 1.046 .092 .554 1.096

Residence Province .214 .332 1.238 .197 .415 1.217 .085 .432 1.088

(Capital) County .728 * .371 2.071 .396 .461 1.485 .104 .474 1.110

Rural -.549 .647 .578 -1.239 1.015 .290 -2.371 + 1.287 .093

Occupation White-collar -.883 ** .322 .414 -.425 .405 .654 -.610 .429 .544

(Not working) Working -.136 .511 .873 .369 .603 1.447 -.937 .718 .392

Agriculture 1.238 1.121 3.450 1.089 1.359 2.970 1.392 1.364 4.022

Subjective social classification 1 - 10 -.145 .089 .865 -.107 .111 .899 -.150 .113 .860

Household income 1 - 5 .223 .150 1.250 -.037 .189 .964 -.105 .201 .901

Use of the Internet 0 - 5 -.207 .199 .813 -.064 .242 .938 -.195 .247 .823

Interest on foreign news 0 - 4 -.075 .104 .927 .043 .130 1.044 -.056 .130 .945

Watching foreign programs 1 - 5 -.011 .091 .989 .059 .114 1.061 -.095 .119 .909

Chinese influence on Asia 1 - 4 .233 .178 1.262 .043 .223 1.044 .066 .238 1.069

Chinese influence on Mongolia 0 - 3 .208 .183 1.231 -.431 * .216 .650 -.039 .230 .962

Most influential country now China 1.977 *** .408 7.219 .841 .569 2.319 1.154 + .649 3.172

(Others) Japan 1.201 ** .465 3.323 1.792 ** .596 6.004 1.346 + .702 3.840

USA 1.250 * .561 3.491 1.408 * .699 4.089 3.280 *** .737 26.576

χ
2 ***

McFadden

Japan (N=102) USA (N=96)

284.440

.162

Reference Category: Others (N=78) China (N=679)
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country at present will hold its power in the future. Their perception of current situation in 

Asia relates to their prediction, as well as the rise of China. 

     Because the finding in this study is similar to the previous analysis, the implications 

from the analysis should also be emphasized again. Firstly, the Mongolian who think that 

Japan will be the most influential country on Asia are only in a minority. Furthermore, table 1 

reveals that more than half of the respondents recognizing Japan as the current leader 

considers China as the future hegemony. This implies that the Mongolians predict that Japan’s 

influence on Asia will be weakened in the future. 

     As was discussed in the introduction, previous studies verify the affinity of the 

Mongolians toward Japan. In spite of this, Japan cannot necessarily expect that such feeling 

will continue in the future. This is because priority in foreign diplomacy is not so much placed 

on a country with declining presence as a country with increasing presence. The result of this 

study raises the question how Japan maintain and enhance its presence in Asia. 

 

Conclusion 

     The purpose of this study is to seek a glimpse of future perspective of Asia harbored by 

the Mongolians. For this purpose, this study dealt with the analyses on which country the 

Mongolians predict as the most influential country on Asia. As a result, majority of the 

Mongolians consider China as the country with the most influence, both at present and in the 

future. Similar tendency can also be observed in the countries neighboring China and the 

countries sharing Chinese cultural features. The results also show that the Mongolians tend to 

recognize the country they think is currently the most influential as the one with the most 

influence in the future. The Mongolians’ perspective of current Asia is likely to affect that of 

future Asia. 

     It requires caution, however, that the analysis of this study focused on the country with 

the most influence on Asia and not on respondents’ own country. Moreover, the fact that 

China is most considered as the most influential country now and the future call in the 

question whether they welcome or beware of the Chinese influence. Although there is a study 

touching upon the Mongolian attitude toward China’s influence (Matthew, Reilly, and 

Goldsmith 2012), detailed analysis has not yet been conducted. Analyses on China’s influence 

on Mongolia are issues to be addressed. 
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Outline of Multinomial Logistic Regression Analysis 

 

1. Binomial Logistic Regression Analysis 

State Y1 

 
State Y0 

- Dependent variables have two categories that can be expressed as State Y1 and State Y0 

(Accident occurred/Not occurred, Infected with a disease/Not infected, Voted for a 

law/voted against a law, etc.) 

- The analysis examines which independent variable has positive/negative relation to the 

probability to change State Y0 into State Y1 

 

2. Multinomial Regression Analysis 

State Y0 

(Reference category) 

 
State Y1 

…
 

…
 

…
 

  State Yi 

- Multinomial regression analysis is an extension of binomial logistic regression analysis 

- Dependent variables have three or more categories that can be expressed as State Y0, State 

Y1, … and State Yi 

- The analysis examines which independent variable has positive/negative relation to the 

probability to change a certain state (reference category) into the other states 

- Multinomial regression analysis can be understood as a repetition of binomial logistic 

regression analysis. If the dependent variable has n states, multinomial regression analysis 

will consist of n-1 repetitions of binomial logistic regression analysis 

 

3. Multinomial Regression Analysis in This Study 

  “Others” 

(Reference category) 

 
 

     

China  USA  Japan 

- The analysis examines which independent variable enhance/prevent respondents to choose 

one of the countries listed (China, USA, Japan), rather than “Others” 


