
Initial Cross-Cultural Research: Lesson Study for Pre & In-Service 

Teacher Education 

March 30th final submission  

(Each presentation lasts 15minutes).  

Session Country/Nationality Presenter Affiliation 

Initial Cross-Cultural 

Research: Lesson 

study for pre & in-

service teacher 

education 

Japan Tetsuo Kuramoto Yokohama National 

University 

Japan/Australia Ryan Anthony Aichi-University of 

Education 

Japan Miyuki Takahashi Aichi-University of 

Education 

Vietnam Nguyen, Nam Phuong Hanoi National University 

of Education 

Discussant 

Japan/UK 

Bruce Lander Matsuyama University 

 

 

Abstract (150 words) 

This symposium regarding “lesson study for pre & in-service teacher education” is intended 

to connect teacher educators and educational researchers to explore perspectives and 

applications across different cultural contexts. 

Firstly, it aims to introduce that lesson study generally has two dimensions/concepts; one is 

based on “learning study” in order to foster the student’s academic development by teacher’s 

subject teaching. The other concept regarding lesson study is for pre & in-service teacher 

education, in which the literature relates to curriculum management from the perspective of 

school improvement. 

Secondly, it aims to introduce a few lesson study’s practices and models in the education 

systems in a few countries, and explores the implications for further understanding and 

developing lesson study concept in cross-cultural context. Also, it consists of 

qualitative/quantitative case studies from Japan, Vietnam, and others. Such a comparative 

perspective will reveal different models of “lesson study for pre & in-service teacher 

education”. 

 

 



Summary (500 words) 

This symposium, regarding “lesson study for pre & in-service teacher education,” is intended 

to connect teacher educators and educational researchers to explore perspectives and 

applications across different cultural contexts. 

Firstly, it aims to introduce that lesson study generally has two dimensions/concepts; one is 

based on “learning study” in order to foster the student’s academic development by teacher’s 

subject teaching (Lewis, 2002; Huynh, 2017). 

For instance, for our first presenter (Dr. Phuong) from Vietnam, lesson study mainly focuses on 

classroom activities run by the teachers. Therefore, it concerns their teaching skills as well as their 

classroom management competence. Lesson study in Vietnam is considered to be an occupational 

activity for an in-service teacher, and is conducted initially with teachers when they start their job in 

one school. Thus, this definition gives consumption to in-service teacher education setting up 

requirements for the education quality in Vietnam in the current context. 

The second presenter, Dr. Ryan, who is teaching in Japan, reports on the role that the ‘research 

lesson’ plays in pre-service teacher practicums in Japan from the perspective of Australian 

researcher. Japanese trainee-teachers get relatively much less fieldwork experience in grade 

schools while studying at university compared to many other countries’ teacher-training systems 

and programs. Therefore, it illustrates the point that learning how to lesson study is as much a 

part of pre-service teacher training in Japan as an in-service practice. The third presenter, Dr. 

Takahashi, will discuss “Teaching method and assessment using elementary school foreign 

language education”. I will analyze the three elements of the course of study, which are 

independent, interactive, and deep learning, using some textbooks approved by the Japanese 

Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology and the “Let’s Try!” series. In 

addition, the assessment is to evaluate four skills: reading, writing, listening and speaking. 

Secondly, the other concept regarding lesson study is for pre & in-service teacher education, in 

which the literature relates to curriculum management from the perspective of school 

improvement. Thus, school improvement is not only for individual teachers’ efforts of attempting 

to achieve educational outcomes, but also for the organized school management for the 

development of lessons as a whole (Kuramoto & Associates, 2014). 

According to the points above, based on a case study of lesson studies at schools in the Mikawa 

school region in Aichi Prefecture Japan, the final presenter, Dr. Kuramoto, demonstrates the 

principles and practices of lesson observation and post-lesson conferences in examining teaching 

gaps and misconceptions in learning to develop students’ academic skills. Lesson observation and 

post-lesson discussion in lesson study cycle are considered an effective curriculum management 

approach worth disseminated. 



Consequently, this symposium aims to introduce a few lesson studies’ practices and models 

in the education systems of a few countries, and explores the implications for further 

understanding and developing lesson study concepts in a cross-cultural context. Also, it consists 

of qualitative/quantitative case studies from Japan, Vietnam, and other countries. Such a 

comparative research perspective will reveal different models of “lesson study for pre & in-

service teacher education.” 

 

How does the session content relate to the conference strand you selected (equity, effective lesson 

study practice, or research)? 

We selected “effective lesson study practice”. 

This symposium, regarding “lesson study for pre & in-service teacher education,” is intended 

to connect teacher educators and educational researchers to explore perspectives and applications 

across different cultural contexts. Consequently, this symposium aims to introduce some lesson 

studies’ practices and models in the education systems of a few countries, and explore the 

implications for further understanding and developing lesson study concepts in a cross-cultural 

context. Also, the symposium includes samples of qualitative/quantitative case studies from Japan, 

Vietnam, and other countries. Such a comparative research perspective will reveal different 

models of “lesson study for pre & in-service teacher education.” 
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Lesson Study - Literacy in Vietnam 

Nguyen, Nam Phuong 

Hanoi National University of Education 

Email: phuongnn@hnue.edu.vn 

 

“Lesson study” is the definition which has been a subject of research recently in Vietnam engaged in 

educational innovations according to the implementation of General Education Curriculum 2018 in 

this country. Though being newly revealed, a number of academic works have given some aspects to 

identify “lesson study.” 

In Vietnam, it is known as research conducted on the lessons in a real classroom. In that process, a 

group of teachers works together to design a lesson plan, teach, observe, revise, reteach and share the 

results based on careful observation of students’ learning and teachers’ teaching in one lesson (C. C. 

Lewis, 2002; Huynh, 2017). To this extent, “lesson study” mainly focuses on classroom activities run 

by the teachers. So, it concerns their teaching skills as well as their classroom management competence. 

Lesson study in Vietnam is considered an occupational activity for an in-service teacher when they 

start their job in a school. Thus, this definition gives consumption to in-service teacher education 

setting up requirements for the education quality in Vietnam in the current context. 

 

 

Pre-service teacher practicums and learning to lesson study  

Anthony Ryan 

Aichi-University of Education, Japan                                                       

Email: ryan@auecc.aichi-edu.ac.jp 

This presentation reports on the role that the ‘research lesson’ plays in pre-service teacher 

practicums in Japan. Japanese trainee-teachers get relatively much less fieldwork experience in 

grade schools while studying at university compared to many other countries’ teacher-training 

systems and programs. Though truncated and inconsistent in terms of the number of lessons taught, 

intense study of the lesson begins on practicums with teacher-trainees taking detailed notes of 

observed lessons, and even handwritten transcriptions of entire lessons. The more competent 

mentor-teachers work intensively and closely with trainees, offering detailed commentary and at 

times harsh criticism of the trainees’ observations. This paper utilizes data from trainee-teacher 

journals, as well as the author’s own observations as both a lesson-study research collaborator 

with in-service teachers, and as a university practicum supervisor working with trainee-teachers 

to illustrate the point that learning how to lesson study is as much a part of pre-service teacher 

training in Japan as an in-service practice. 
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Teaching method and assessment using elementary school foreign language education 

Miyuki TAKAHASHI 

Aichi-University of Education, Japan                                                        

miyukit@auecc.aichi-edu.ac.jp 

From 2020, foreign language (English) has been introduced as a subject in grades 5 and 6, and 

foreign language activities have also been introduced as compulsory in grades 3 and 4 in 

elementary school in Japan.  In the course of study, improvement and assessment of lessons from 

‘an independent, interactive and deep learning perspective’ are required, and the guidelines for 

learning are stated as the assessment of “Knowledge/Skills”, “Thinking/ Judgement/ Expression” 

and “attitude to learn independently”. In this presentation, I will analyze the three elements of the 

course of study, which are independent, interactive, and deep learning, using some textbooks 

approved by the Japanese Ministry of Education, Culture, Sports, Science and Technology and 

the “Let’s Try!” series.  I will suggest a teaching method based on the three elements of the 

course of study and the stage of child development using some textbooks. In addition, the 

assessment is to evaluate four skills: reading, writing, listening and speaking. Speech and 

interaction are also introduced. From case studies, I will also analyze and show an assessment, in 

particular, the performance of learning status based on the curriculum guidelines.  

 

Principles and Practices of Lesson Observation in Japan: A Case Study of the 

Problem-based Learning Lessons 

 

Tetsuo Kuramoto 

Yokohama National University, Japan                                                           

Email: kuramoto-tetsuo-wd@ynu.ac.jp 

This symposium is intended to connect teacher educators and educational researchers to 

explore possible perspectives, methodologies and applications across different cultural contexts. 

Based on a case study of lesson studies at schools in the Mikawa school region in Aichi Prefecture, 

Japan, the first presentation demonstrates the principles and practices of lesson observation and 

post-lesson conferences in examining teaching gaps and misconceptions in learning to develop 

students’ academic skills. 
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This presentation reports the principles and practices of lesson observation in Japan through a 

case study reviewing a series of lesson study that focuses on developing students’ problem-solving 

abilities. The case study conducted in the Mikawa school region adopted John Dewey’s 

pragmatism as a curriculum objective to equip students with problem-solving skills and methods.  

Their curriculum has been effectively implemented through conducting lesson observation to 

identify student misconceptions and leveraging pedagogical content knowledge from post-lesson 

conferences for bridging teaching gaps. The principles of identifying student misconceptions 

through the practices of selecting “sample students” and “individual student script” for analysis 

will be illustrated. The practices of analyzing the “teaching plan” and “teacher leadership in lesson 

design and post-lesson conferencing” for improving teaching effectiveness will be articulated.   

Lesson observation and post-lesson discussion in lesson study are considered an effective 

curriculum management approach worth disseminated. 

 


