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Hap of Ban Tha Klang
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- Chain tied to the elephant's leg
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Fig. 2-a. An elephant that is chained at her shelter and showing stereotypic behavior {swinging head and a
back leg).

“elephants.

e

Fig. 2-b. An example of using a hook (hanging a hook to an elephant's ear) while walking with
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Fig. 3-a. The‘enclosure Bt
12,000m").

Fig. 3-b An example of activities for voiunteers of the Surin Project - washing elephants with their mahouts

i the river.
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Activities at the Surin Elephant Study Center
and current status of mahouts and their elephants
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Summary

Ban Tha Klang is a village of the Guay people in Surin province of northeast Thailand. Guay people
have worked with elephants as mahouts for a long time. In 1989, Thai government banned logging and
many mahouts that had worked in logging with their elephants lost their jobs. After that, mahouts started
to work in circus shows or selling food to tourists to feed to their elephants on the streets of big cities
(street begging). In 2005, Surin administration organization established the Surin Elephant Study Center
in Ban Tha Klang. They started the project to stop the street begging and take the mahouts and their
elephants back to Surin. The mahouts who return to Surin can get some financial support from the
organization to live there with their families and elephants. Today about 200 elephants are registered at
the Center. In this paper, we describe the current situation of mahouts and their elephants at the Center.

Keywords : Asian elephant, mahoul, captive management, Surin
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