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The Dispute about Zubon and Slacks between Shin Azuma and Syozo Numa:
The Origin of Japanese Sadism in the Kitan Club Magazine in 1950s.

Azumi Kawahara

In 1953, the dispute occurred between the sadist Shin Azuma and the masochist
Syozo Numa in a sex culture magazine Kitan Club. The point was whether trou-
sers women wear should be called slacks or zubon. Azuma argued that it must be
named not slacks but zubon.

Azuma’s real identity is Nobuhiko Murakami who was historian of fashion and
women’s history. He recommended that women wear trousers as a symbol of sex-
ual equality. He rigidly denied the word of ‘slacks’ because it was a name of trouser
recently imported from America. He regarded women’s wearing trouser as to be
firmly established in the society, not as temporary fashion, and considered it to be
foreshadowing to tell the arrival of the society with gender equality.

Murakami then proposed the new Japanese sadism. This sadism relies for abusive
pleasure much on mental pain, not physical pain, and referred it to the sadism
that was modernized. The zubon as a symbol of the women’s liberation was de-
fined as the only tool that realized pure sexually abusive relations without imitat-

ing existing extra-power relations outside of private spheres.
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