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TeMEOMN RS A RELSEH I HFEE B> TR, 2D REMR
BORMHIRI 23217 5 L9512k > Tnb, ZO5E FREDS H BRI I\ Tl
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Barry Buzan. “China in International Society: Is ‘Peaceful Rise’ Possible?” The
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The Importance of Pivotal States in the Indo-Pacific
Region and China:
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Toyo University

Against the background of the U.S.—China rivalry and the changing
balance of power in the Indo-Pacific region, the strategic value of pivotal
states in the region is increasing. In particular, both Japan and Indonesia
have the potential to influence the outcome of the U.S.—China great power
competition given their status as pivotal states in the Indo-Pacific region,
especially in the maritime sphere. China’s relations with Japan and
Indonesia are critical as it contends with the United States for regional
supremacy, and how China deals with both countries has a tremendous
impact on the international environment surrounding its rise.

In this article, I argue that China’s relations with Japan and Indonesia
are key to the future development of the U.S.—China rivalry. When China
poses a threat to pivotal states in the Indo-Pacific region such as Japan
and Indonesia, they try to encourage the United States to play a greater
regional role to counter China. Japan and Indonesia have stepped up their
vigilance against Chinese activities in the Senkaku Islands or the South
China Sea and other maritime areas where China poses a threat. As Tokyo
and Jakarta pursue deeper collaboration with Washington to check Chinese
assertiveness in the Indo-Pacific region, Beijing’s external environment
is becoming increasingly unfavorable. China is falling into a trap of self-
encirclement, referring to the vicious circle that a rising power tends to
face when it behaves aggressively toward neighboring countries, in which
a coalition forms to counter the aggressor. Whereas the United States has
successfully strengthened its regional alliances and partnerships, China has
had difficulty stabilizing its regional ties. Therefore, this study concludes
that Washington is at an advantage in the context of the U.S.—China rivalry.



