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Terms of Address for Paternal and Maternal Grandparents Used by Xuzhou Dialect
Speakers: Lexical Variation by Area and Age

HIDAKA Chiemi

Kanazawa University

[Abstract] This paper analyzes the lexical variation of the terms of address for paternal
and maternal grandparents based on the location and age of speakers of the Xuzhou dialect in
Jiangsu province. We will consider the processes of linguistic change through the following
three points: age differences in the urban area of Xuzhou, location and age differences in the
rural villages located in the surrounding urban area, and comparisons between the urban area
and rural villages. The informants consisted of 345 people born between 1930s and 2000s. A
large quantity of the dialect survey data will be illustrated by 3D linguistic maps. While
analyzing, we also identify unique cases in this area, such as transformations into new word
forms and the features of the geographically complementary distribution to avoid homonymic

clash.
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