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Commercial Use of Dialects:

Focusing on the Case of Changzhou Dialect Playing Cards

Chiemi Hidaka

Kanazawa University

[Abstract] Recently, many commercial products with Chinese dialects have appeared in
China. One such product, a set of playing cards in the Changzhou dialect of the Wu
languages, uses the dialect’s transcription in Chinese characters, based on the pronunciation
of standard Chinese. The selection of the characters was based on the overall similarity in
consonants, vowels, and tones, while also taking into account elements of word play to make
the product commercially viable. Compared to the International Phonetic Alphabet used in
academic settings, these products lack some objectivity and accuracy, but examining how
dialect notation is used in such products allows us to observe phenomena previously
unnoticed in conventional language surveys. With the analysis of “Visualized Dialects,”

which are expected to increase, we can find a new direction for dialect research methods.
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