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The Twenty-six Martyrs of Nagasaki—a group of mis-
sionaries and local converts executed in 1597—were 
beati�ed by the Catholic Church thirty years later, 
with unusual speed if compared to other contempo-
rary examples. Their beati�cation was in fact an 
extremely peculiar case, as they were the �rst beati 
from the territories newly connected to Europe. On 
the other hand, the process showed the rivalries 
between the missionary orders: it was initiated by 
the Franciscans and the Dominicans, and the Jesuits 
were at �rst reluctant to fully admit the validity of 
the martyrdom.

The talk will analyze this process by making use of 
documents in the Vatican archives. In particular, it will 
show how it was carried out involving o�cial courts 
established in Nagasaki, Macao, and even New Spain 
(modern-day Mexico), with repeated interrogations 
of witnesses—in some cases more than twenty years 
after the facts—in search of concrete justi�cations of 
the martyrs’ sanctity, and of their miracles in particu-
lar. The consequences of such exceptional event espe-
cially for the Society of Jesus will also be examined 
through the cult and iconography of the martyrs, and 
its impact on later cases of martyrdom in the Japanese 
mission.

Hitomi Omata Rappo received a Ph.D. in Religious Stud-
ies from the École Pratique des Hautes Études (Sorbonne) 
and in History from the University of Fribourg. In her 
dissertation she analyzed how the images and stories of 
Japanese “martyrs”, �rst recorded in missionaries’ reports, 
were reproduced in the hagiographic literature, and 
circulated  in Catholic Europe as a popular theme of the 
Jesuit school drama. Her book on the same subject will 
be published by Aschendor� (Münster) in 2019.

Thursday, February 14th, 18:00h

Counter-
Reformation

Heroes
in the Making

The Beati�cation
of the 26 Martyrs

of Nagasaki

Hitomi Omata Rappo SPEAKER

EFEO |  Tel. 075-701-0882     E-mail  efeo.kyoto@gmail.com
ISEAS |  Tel. 075-703-3015     E-mail  info.iseas@iseas-kyoto.org

École Française d’Extrême-Orient  (EFEO) 
Italian School of East Asian Studies  (ISEAS) 
29 Betto-cho, Kitashirakawa, Sakyo-ku, Kyoto, 606-8276 Japan

かに道楽

SH
IR

A
KA

W
A

 S
T

H
IG

A
SH

I-O
JI

 S
T

KYOTO CITY BUS   5, 204

バス停北白川校前
Kitashirakawako-mae

KANIDORAKU

KYOTO CITY BUS
5, 17, 32, 100, 102, 203, 204

バス停銀閣寺道Ginkakuji-michi
京都大学
KYOTO UNIVERSITY

白
川
通

東
大
路
通

IMADEGAWA ST 今出川通

MIKAGE ST 御蔭通

東アジア人文情報学研究センター

INSTITUTE FOR RESEARCH
IN HUMANITIES

CHION-JI TEMPLE
知恩寺

SHIGAGOEMICHI  ST
志賀越道


