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(abstract)
A Cognitive Linguistic Approach to Expletive Negation in Japanese:

A Special Focus on the Expression such as “V shite {kure/morael-nai-ka {fuan/shimpai/-da.”

Sadashi MORI
National Institute of Technology, Fukui College

Some researchers consider nai (not) in the ka subordinate clause of {shimpai/fuan} da (1

am {worried/anxious}) shown in [1] and [2] to be an expletive.

(1] Ame-ga furu-no-dewa-nai-ka (to) {shimpai/fuan/} da.
(I'm worried it will rain.)
(2] Ame-ga fura-nai-ka {shimpai/fuan/ da.

(I'm worried it will rain.)

However, this paper argues that naiin [1] is not an expletive but a component of no-dewa-
nai-ka, which is the modal expression conveying the possibility of the state, and that naiin [2]
is also not an expletive but a component of the negative proposition, based on the following
analysis using the concept of desirability: Ame-ga furuin [1] is an undesirable [~DE] situation
for the speaker (conceptualizer) and Ame-ga fura-naiin [2] is a desirable [DE] situation for the
speaker (conceptualizer).

On the other hand, since the version without naiis the standard expression, it is argued

that nazin [3] and [4] is an expletive.

(3] Ukeire-te kure-{ru/nai/-ka {shimpai/fuan/} da.
(I'm worried they will accept me.)
(4] Ukeire-te morae-{ru/nai}-ka {shimpai/fuan/ da.

(I'm worried they will accept me.)

It is also argued that the above-mentioned nari occurs only when there is a profile shift
from the DE region, which should be activated when {kueru/moraeru} is used, to the —DE
region in the speaker’s (conceptualizer’s) mental field. It is expected that this profile shift is

more likely to occur when trigger expressions that activate the —DE region co-occur.
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