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Religious Discourses Based on Evolutionary Theory:
Contemporary Neo-Creationism and its Antagonists

Shuhei FUJII

This paper examines several discourses which are connected with evolutionary theory, including
Intelligent Design (ID) and the Theistic Evolution Theory from late twentieth century to the present.

In order to classify these various discourses, the author draws on lan Barbour’s typology of the
four kinds of relationships between science and religion: conflict, independence, dialogue, and
integration.

In the “conflict” category, ID is a burgeoning theory. According to ID theory, the organisms of
living things are too complex for the Neo-Darwinian theory to explain their origin. Therefore, the
conclusion that these organisms must be designed by an intelligent designer is drawn. ID is different from
the old creationist theories in that there is an absence of theological statements about God or the Bible.

With regard to “dialogue” or “integration”, theologians like Arthur Peacocke and John Haught
search for the ways to reconcile science with Christian faith. They make some modifications of their
theology in accordance with scientific views. These attempts should be called the “Theology of Nature”,
or in the field of Biology, “Theistic Evolution Theory”.

While these theologians articulate their own stance, some biologists have different perspectives.
Stephen Jay Gould, a theorist in the “independence” category, argues that science and religion are
compatible since they are each preoccupied with their own individual concerns. On the contrary, Richard
Dawkins claims that biological “nature” can show an ethical standard, and therefore religion is not
necessary for us. He clearly indicates his understanding of the relationship between religion and science to
be one of “conflict”.

After discussing these various positions, this paper turns to Phillip Johnson’s criticism of
“naturalism”. It states that the “methodological naturalism” which all scientific disciplines presuppose is
not compatible with theism. Johnson calls naturalism “the established religious philosophy of America”,
and he criticizes it for having an overarching influence across academic fields.

In conclusion, the author elucidates the relationship between religion and science in these
discourses. When an objection is raised against the Neo-Darwinian theory, any opponent of
Neo-Darwinism can use it to support of his or her statement, theory or faith. Thus, academic critics of
Neo-Darwinism and various supporters of creationism can be regarded as indirect collaborators. At the
same time, it can also be seen that arguments in the field of Biology must address the question of human

values.
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