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Introduction

Egypt is far from Japan. In the entire history of Ja-
pan, there was no direct contact with Egypt prior to 
the end of the Nineteenth Century. How did the Japa-
nese encounter ancient Egypt? How did these initial 
encounters give rise to academic interest in ancient 
Egypt and lead to the emergence of formal studies in 
this domain? How did the first Egyptologist acquire 
knowledge of ancient Egyptian philology and leave a 
legacy for later Japanese scholars who specialised in 
Egyptian philology? How did Japanese Egyptologists 
educate Japanese people about Egyptology? How did 
they establish an academic organisation in this field? 
To answer these questions, we will describe the early 
history of Egyptology in Japan, focusing on the schol-
ars who contributed to the development of Egyptol-
ogy in the first half of the Twentieth Century. 

Before Hamada

Concerning possible contacts prior to the Nineteenth-
Century modernisation, Sakai tells us that the reform-
ing Buddhist monk Kūkai met a Chinese Nestorian 
Christian monk in China in the Twelfth Century.1 
This Nestorian monk taught him about Christianity 
and may have also told him about Egypt.2 It is also 
likely that Hakuseki Arai, a politician and political 
scholar of the Tokugawa shogunate in the Eighteenth 
Century,3 may have learned about ancient Egypt from 

1 Kūkai was the founder of the Shingon sect, one of the 
sects of esoteric Buddhism.
2 Sakai, Ejiputogaku, 56.
3 The military government which continued for 265 years 
(1603–1867). During this period, the Shōgun, the military 
dictator, came from the Tokugawa family and lived in Edo 
(modern-day Tokyo). He subordinated feudal lords called 
Daimyō and controlled court nobles and the power of tem-
ples and shrines. 

European books. However, with these exceptions set 
aside, Egypt was unknown to most Japanese people 
until the middle of the Nineteenth Century.

The first incident which drew the eyes of Japa-
nese citizens towards the ancient Near East was the 
translation of the Behistun Inscription of Darius I 
of the Achaemenid Empire, translated into English 
by Henry Rawlinson, a British military officer. The 
inscription was written in three languages: Elamite, 
Akkadian, and Old Persian in three cuneiform scripts. 
Rawlinson translated the Old Persian section in 1846 
and the Akkadian section in 1851, while the Elamite 
part was translated in 1855. Inspired by this feat, a 
Japanese lawyer, Keigo Harada, established Babi-
ron Gakkai (the Society of Babylonian Studies) on 
the 70th anniversary of this translation, that is, in 
1917.4 This Babiron Gakkai, however, studied not 
only ancient Mesopotamia but also ancient Egypt and 
Greece,5 and its members included lawyers, judges, 
entrepreneurs, bankers, and merchants among others. 
Its journal, Babylon, ran for four issues. They held 
society meetings almost every month until 1926, and 
debated actively. Furthermore, thanks to a donation 
by Sanji Mutō of Kanegafuchi Spinning Company 
(now Kanebō), the society amassed a number of aca-
demic books and journals, enabling them to nurture 
researchers. However, due to the Great Kantō Earth-
quake of 1923, the society’s collection of books was 
destroyed by fire, and the society lost its headquar-
ters. Keigo Harada and Yoshio Sakamaki of Babiron 
Gakkai, and Isamu Sugi, who had just graduated from 
Tokyo Imperial University, managed to continue the 
meetings of the society into the Shōwa period (1926–
1989).6 However, Harada and Sakamaki fell ill one 

4 Takahito, Oriento 9:2–3 (1966), 7–12; Takahito, Oriento 
43:2 (2000), 9–11.
5 Satō, Risshō Daigaku Jinbunkagaku Kenkyūsho Nenpō, 
Bessatsu 10 (1996), 39–48. This article includes the con-
tents of the journal Babylon, and records of the meetings.
6 The period of Emperor Shōwa’s reign. The true name of 
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after the other, and as a result, the meetings ceased.
The second incident which had a significant influ-

ence on the dawn of the Japanese Egyptology was the 
discovery of Tutankhamun’s tomb (KV62) in 1922.7 
Although the royal tomb had been robbed twice, ap-
proximately 620 pieces from the burial goods, includ-
ing the golden mask, were found completely undis-
turbed. This discovery captivated people all over the 
world. The Tutankhamun exhibition first toured the 
United States, Canada, Japan, and France from 1961 
to 1967. Coupled with UNESCO’s Salvage Cam-
paign for the Nubian Monuments, it sparked an un-
precedented boom in interest in ancient Egypt. In Ja-
pan, it toured in Tokyo, Kyoto, and Fukuoka in 1965, 
and interest in ancient Egypt spread rapidly with the 
number of visitors totaling nearly three million.8 This 
Tutankhamun exhibition has continued through the 
years, featuring different antiquities over time.9 Thus, 
interest in ancient Egypt has also been continuous. 
The Japanese were particularly impressed to learn 
that advanced civilisations had once flourished for 
thousands of years in a place which they had regarded 
as nothing but an undeveloped, uncivilised country.10

In 1862, the first Japanese to visit the land of Egypt 
were the members of the First Mission to Europe dis-
patched by the Tokugawa Shogunate.11 Their purpose 
was to convey the information that the Tokugawa 

Emperor Shōwa is Hirohito. However, since it is Japanese 
tradition to posthumously rename emperors, Emperor Hi-
rohito is now referred to exclusively as Emperor Shōwa. 
Additionally, the Japanese traditionally consider it dis-
respectful to call the current Emperor by his true name. 
Therefore, he is referred to by his title, Tennō heika, Kinjō 
heika or Tennō.
7 Sakai, Ejiputogaku, 61–2.
8 Ina et al. (eds.), Tsutankāmen, 2; Takahito, Oriento 
9:2–3 (1966), 14–5.
9 For example: ‘The Treasures of Tutankhamun’ (1972–
1981), which toured the United Kingdom, the Union of 
Soviet Socialist Republics, the United States, Canada, and 
West Germany. ‘Tutankhamun and the Golden Age of the 
Pharaohs’ (2004–2011), which toured Switzerland, Ger-
many, the United States, and Australia. ‘Tutankhamun: 
The Golden King and the Great Pharaohs’ (2008–2013), 
which toured the Republic of Austria, the United States, 
and Canada. In Japan, approximately thirty exhibitions of 
ancient Egypt, including the Tutankhamun exhibition, had 
been held by 2016.
10 This attitude toward Egypt is reflected in, for example, 
‘Ejiputo no yūbe (The Evening of Egypt)’, a song written in 
1921 and sung by elementary school students at that time 
(see the evening of egypt: the original and its author).
11 See footnote 3.

Shogunate would postpone the opening of the Edo, 
Osaka, Hyogo (Kobe), and Niigata ports. Yukichi 
Fukuzawa was a member of the mission working as 
interpreter. The mission passed through Egypt as they 
crossed the Isthmus of Suez by rail.12 In 1864, the Sec-
ond Mission to Europe was dispatched to negotiate 
the closure of the Port of Yokohama with France. On 
the way, they met the governor of Egypt, Ismail Pa-
sha, on 30 March 1864 (23 February, the first year of 
Genji).13 On this voyage, they took a picture in front 
of the Sphinx in Giza on 4 April, 1864 (28 February, 
the first year of Genji).14

The age of ‘Civilisation and Enlightenment’ ar-
rived through the Meiji Restoration in 1868.15 This 
restoration was a huge political reform that became 
the starting point of modern Japan, from the over-
throw of the feudal system of the Tokugawa Shogu-
nate to the establishment of the modern united nation 
by the Meiji government. This Meiji government’s 
‘modernisation’ policy preceded cultural ‘westernisa-
tion’ and was followed by changes in the lifestyles and 
outlook of the people. Japanese people learned more 
about the technology and culture of the Western world 
from foreign books promoted by Japanese political 
and cultural elites. After November 1869, when the 
Suez Canal opened for traffic, travelers going to Eu-
rope from Japan by ship almost always disembarked 
for relaxation or leisure in Egypt. They often visited 
Cairo and Giza, where they were impressed by the 
pyramids and Sphinx at Giza and the Egyptian Mu-
seum. The Iwakura Mission, dispatched to the United 
States and Europe in 1871, also passed through the 
Suez Canal.16

Nippon Yūsen Kabushiki Kaisha, which was 
founded in 1885, opened a European route through 
the Suez Canal in 1896. The company issued a guide-
book Ejiputo Kenbutsu (Sightseeing Egypt) in 1925. 
The Japanese of those days often used this European 

12 Osatake, Bakumatsu, 214–5.
13 1864–1865 in the Japanese system of naming years, 
which is called gengō. Previously, gengō were renewed 
more frequently based upon the results of fortune telling 
and the occurrence of natural disasters, but after 1868 (the 
first year of Meiji), they have only been changed if there is 
succession to the throne.
14 Osatake, Bakumatsu, 268–71.
15 The social trend of introducing Western-style culture 
accompanying the government’s policy of modernisation. 
‘Enlightenment movements’ inspired by modern European 
and American ideas were popular.
16 See Tanaka (ed.), Beiō, 266.
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route and enjoyed sightseeing Egypt on the way.17

The scholar of Japanese history Katsumi Kuroita 
(1874–1946) travelled in Egypt for three weeks on 
his way home from the UK where he had stayed to 
study.18 He contributed the articles ‘Ejiputo ni okeru 
Hakkutsu Jigyō (Excavation Projects in Egypt)’ to 
Kōkogaku Zasshi (Journal of the Archaeological So-
ciety of Nippon) in seven parts from vol. 1:6 (February 
1911) to vol. 2:5 (January 1912).19 It is surprising that 
there was a Japanese person during the Meiji period 
(1968–1912) who possessed deep knowledge of the 
history of ancient Egypt and who could communicate 
information about excavations and conservation proj-
ects in Egypt to Japan. He later became a professor at 
Tokyo Imperial University and established the study 
of palaeography in Japan.

Meanwhile, the anthropologist Shōgorō Tsuboi 
(1863–1913) stayed in the UK to study for three years 
from 1889. He had a deep interest in archaeology 
and Egyptology, and gave lectures on these subjects 
at the High Normal School in Tokyo and various 
public meetings. Through him, Tokyo Imperial Uni-
versity also received around seventeen objects from 
the Egypt Exploration Fund’s work at Deir el-Bahari 
and Oxyrhynchus in 1906.20 In 1911 he went to Cai-
ro, studied intensively at the Egyptian Museum, and 
bought some well-preserved models of funerary boats 
and houses, and other Egyptian artifacts there.21 How-
ever, in 1913, he died unexpectedly in St. Petersburg 
before the publication of his work while attending the 
International Congress of Royal Academies in Mos-
cow.22

17 Yumani Shobō.
18 Kondō, Saishin,118–27.
19 kuroita, Kōkogaku Zasshi 1:6 (1911), 375–94; kuroita, 
Kōkogaku Zasshi 1:8 (1911), 511–25; kuroita, Kōkogaku 
Zasshi 1:9 (1911), 579–91; kuroita, Kōkogaku Zasshi 1:11 
(1911), 699–705; kuroita, Kōkogaku Zasshi 2:2 (1911), 
55–66; kuroita, Kōkogaku Zasshi 2:4 (1911), 181–91; ku-
roita, Kōkogaku Zasshi 2:5 (1912), 257–68. 
20 The Kyoto University Museum, Kyoto University, Pro-
ceeding, 35.
21 See hamada, Chiba, Ancient Egypt (1914), 59–60; 
kawamura, Tsuboi, 296–8.
22 bierbrier, Who was who, 545.

Kōsaku Hamada (1881–1938) and Flinders Petrie 
(1853–1942)

Kōsaku Hamada was interested in archaeology since 
junior high school and often asked Shōgorō Tsuboi 
for teaching. Later, as a university student, he at-
tended Tokyo Imperial University where he studied 
Western art history and graduated in 1905. Shortly 
thereafter, he was appointed as an assistant professor 
at Kyoto Imperial University (Kyoto University after 
1947) in 1909. He went to study at University College 
London from 1913–1916, since he had been inspired 
to study archaeology under Flinders Petrie through 
Petrie’s work Methods and Aims in Archaeology. He 
also received advice from the Assyriologist Archibald 
Sayce of the University of Oxford, who visited Kyoto 
in 1912. Britain’s first Egyptology courses, initiated 
by Petrie, had been running for twenty years by the 
time Hamada arrived. Thus, he was able to observe 
over the course of three years the management of the 
courses, the archaeological methods being taught, the 
technology used, and the role of the museum, among 
other details. After returning home, he was appointed 
as the first professor of archaeology at Kyoto Imperial 
University and opened the Department of Archaeol-
ogy. During this time, he lectured on Egyptian archae-
ology as well.23 He wrote Tsūron Kōkogaku (General 
Concept of Archaeology) in 1922 and became the 
founder of scientific archaeology in Japan.24

Hamada also donated funds to the Egypt Explora-
tion Fund on behalf of Kyoto Imperial University and 
later to the British School of Archaeology in Egypt. In 
return, Petrie donated 1,500 antiquities excavated in 
Egypt to Kyoto Imperial University. These Egyptian 
collections, including antiquities from the Predynas-
tic to the Roman and Byzantine periods, are currently 
housed in the Kyoto University Museum. In 2016, 
Kyōto Daigaku Sōgō Hakubutsukan Kōkogaku Shiryō 
Mokuroku, Ejiputo Shutsudo Shiryō (Catalogue of the 
Egyptian Collection in Kyoto University Museum) 
was published.25

In Egypt at that time, the extraction of excavated 
antiquities was carried out legally under the supervi-

23 The Kyoto University Museum, Kyōto Daigaku, 157; 
and The Kyoto University Museum, Kyoto University, 
Proceedings, 30.
24 Bierbrier, Who was who, 239; and hamada, Tsūron 
Kōkogaku, 267–302.
25 The Kyoto University Museum, Kyōto Daigaku, 158.
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sion of the archaeological department of the Egyptian 
government. Countries and museums that did not have 
their own research team donated to private research 
organisations, such as the Egypt Exploration Fund, 
and received antiquities in return. However, Hamada 
had a strong connection with Petrie after studying 
abroad and developing a teacher-student relationship 
with him. Thus, the donation of antiquities from Petrie 
to the Department of Archaeology at Kyoto Imperial 
University, presided over by Hamada, increased both 
in quality and quantity. It is clear from Petrie’s letter 
addressed to Hamada that Petrie consciously selected 
and sent antiquities typical of the style of each period 
necessary for learning Egyptian archeology.26 Kōsaku 
Hamada trained a large number of archaeologists at 
Kyoto Imperial University. His followers formed the 
Kyoto school of archaeology and then led the aca-
demic study of archaeology in Japan.27 Hamada died 
at the age of 57 in 1938.

Seitarō Okajima, the first Japanese Egyptologist 
(1895-1948)

Finally, we come to the first true Japanese Egyptolo-
gist. Seitarō Okajima was born in 1895 to a merchant 
family who traded in glassware. Immediately after 
graduating from a business school, he entered the 
family business. However, eager to study and encour-
aged by a relative who lived in London, he went there 
in 1918, shortly before the end of the First World War. 
He stayed for one year, and began to study Egyptol-
ogy by himself at the British Museum.28 The chief of 
the department of Egyptology and Assyriology in the 
British Museum at that time was Wallis Budge, and it 
seems that Okajima read a number of Budge’s books 
there.

26 The Kyoto university Museum, Kyōto Daigaku, 160.
27 As pupils of Hamada, Sueji Umehara, Yukio Kobayashi, 
Masao Suenaga, and Kyōichi Arimitsu are well-known. 
Another of Hamada’s pupils, Bunei Tsunoda, founded the 
Palaeological Association of Japan in Kyoto in 1951 and 
mentored the Egyptologist Den Tomimura (1924–2005). 
This association continued the excavations at Akoris 
(Ṭihnā al-Ǧabal) in Middle Egypt for twelve years (1981–
1992). Takura Izumi, who also belongs to the Kyoto school 
of archaeology, taught archaeology at Nara University for 
twenty years. His seminar produced an Egyptian and Suda-
nese archaeologist.
28 Katō, Senryō 12, 6.

After he came back to Japan, Okajima took the 
Kōken examination29 in order to get official permis-
sion to enrol in university, and after success in that 
examination, he entered Kyoto Imperial University. 
He continued to study Egyptology, encouraged by Ta-
kashi Sakaguchi, who was a scholar of Western his-
tory and the dean of the Faculty of Letters at Kyoto 
Imperial University at that time. After graduating 
from Kyoto Imperial University, Okajima became a 
professor at Nara Women’s Normal College,30 and 
gave lectures on the Egyptian history at Kyoto Impe-
rial University from 1931 onward.31

Okajima had a good command of languages. He 
acquired English, German, French, ancient Greek, 
Latin, Chinese, Arabic, Coptic, and Middle Egyptian 
one after another. His colleague, the scholar of West-
ern history, Kazunosuke Murata, discussed Okajima 
in the postscript to his last article: 

He [Okajima] is the only Egyptologist in our 
country... Egyptology was totally unknown in our 
land. This is because it is not only a study of an-
tiquities, but also requires the acquisition of the 
ancient Egyptian writing system. While the pyra-
mids, mummies and brilliant furniture attract at-
tention, Egypt as a whole is beyond the taste of the 
dilettanti and is not even of interest to students of 
Western history. And it was unusual to study the 
esoteric texts in the ancient Egyptian language. 
Nonetheless, he gathered ancient Egyptian dic-
tionaries and grammar books, and even sought out 
journals and previous literature as he progressed 
on undeveloped roads... These articles are the 
first ones to make full use of the original Egyptian 
sources in our country. Okajima also wrote Eji-
putogo Shōbunten (Concise Egyptian Grammar) 
(1940) and Koputogo Shōbunten (Concise Cop-
tic Grammar) (1942). In the preface to Ejiputogo 
Shōbunten, he wrote, “This book is dedicated to 
the spirit of Professor Takashi Sakaguchi. Mr. 
Sakaguchi has performed the duty of building the 
foundations for research on Egypt and its philol-
ogy by encouraging the late Okajima who himself
was advancing on the thorny road.”32

29 Kōtōgakkō kōtōka nyūgaku shikaku shiken. This was the 
unified entrance examination for colleges and universities 
at that time.
30 Sakai, Ejiputogaku, 63–4.
31 Bierbrier, Who was who, 407–8.
32 Okajima, Seiyōshigaku 3 (1949), 25–7. Murata contribut-



151

nishimura & miyagawa: an earLy history of egyptoLogy in Japan

As Kazunosuke Murata has noted, it is very impres-
sive that so much was accomplished in times when it 
was difficult to obtain foreign books, namely before 
and after Japanese involvement in the Second World 
War. Because Okajima did not want to study Egypt 
exclusively through Western sources, he worked in 
the fields of Islamic and Arabic studies and read Ara-
bic documents as well as Western studies, all while 
continuing research on ancient Egypt. Unfortunately, 
Okajima passed away before he was able to integrate 
this work with his study of Egyptology.

Seitarō Okajima mentioned in the preface to his 
Ejiputogo Shōbunten (Concise Egyptian Grammar) 
that Takashi Sakaguchi discussed with him the ancient 
Egyptian collection, presented by Petrie and exhibited 
at the Exhibition Hall of Kyoto Imperial University, 
and encouraged his interest in Egypt.33 The content 
of this grammar, a handbook of 98 pages, follows 
the table of contents of Adolf Erman’s Ägyptische 
Grammatik (Berlin: 4th edition, 1928), and uses the 
same example sentences. Since there was no Egyptian 
typeface available, all of the hieroglyphs were hand-
written. Only 150 copies of this were issued, and the 
quality of the paper was very poor. At that time, Alan 
Gardiner’s Egyptian Grammar (Oxford, 1927) was 
also available, but Okajima relied principally upon 
Adolf Erman’s Ägyptische Grammatik since it had 
long been established as an introductory primer. The 
date in the preface of Okajima’s Ejiputogo Shōbunten 
was given in the Kōki system,34 and it began: 

Now as we enter the fourth year of the Holy War,35 
the army are getting better and better at fighting, 
and our nation is fighting together on the battle-
field and behind the gun, I am thankful that I can 
devote my life to Egyptology as a scholar.36

ed this postscript to Okajima’s paper which was published 
after Okajima’s death.
33 Okajima, Ejiputogo, 5.
34 A Japanese dating system which starts with the year of 
the enthronement of Emperor Jinmu, traditionally consid-
ered to be the first emperor of Japan. The year of Emperor 
Jinmu was estimated from sources such as Nihon Shoki (the 
Chronicles of Japan). The first year of Kōki corresponds 
with 660 BCE. 
35 The Pacific Ocean theatre of the Second World War.
36 Okajima, Ejiputogo, 6.

The signature was in hieroglyphs and was written as 
wAqasyma.37 

In addition to his grammar of hieroglyphic Egyp-
tian, he wrote two books about Egyptian history and 
Coptic grammar. Although his Ejiputoshi (The His-
tory of Egypt) did not mention specific book titles, 
he wrote that he used the works of Bissing, Breasted, 
Budge, Eliot Smith, Erman, Gray, Hall, Maspero, 
Mayer, Moret, Newberry, Peet, Petrie, Sethe, Spiegel-
berg, Steindorff, and Wiedemann as major referenc-
es.38 This history leaves the Middle Kingdom some-
what neglected, although it covers the Predynastic to 
the Ptolemaic periods.

His Koputogo Shōbunten (Concise Coptic Gram-
mar) is a grammar book focusing on the Sahidic dia-
lect.39 The print-run was again small, consisting of 
only 100 copies. It seems that he relied principally 
upon Georg Steindorff’s Koptische Grammatik (Ber-
lin, 1894); the description of dialects in his grammar 
book is almost identical to Steindorff’s. This book is 
117 pages long and includes the image of a papyrus 
housed in the Egyptian collection of Kyoto Universi-
ty.40 He describes it as a Coptic papyrus of approxi-
mately the Fifth Century CE, although it is, in fact, 
a Greek papyrus of 286 CE.41 Possibly he mistook 
the image for the photo of another papyrus, definitely 
written in Coptic.42 Okajima wrote:

I believe this grammar is not without usefulness, 
since there have been no references to Coptic 
shipped from overseas to Japan, nor Japanese 
books and articles regarding the Coptic lan-
guage.43

And he wrote epneuma nte-paeiôt ‘to the spirit of 
my father’ in Coptic in the preface and dedicated this 
book to his father who had died a half year earlier.

In 1948, Okajima died at the age of 53 without 
a successor. His collection of 233 foreign books on 
Egyptology and Coptology is housed in the Library 
of the Faculty of Letters, Kyoto University under the 
name of Okajima Bunko (Okajima Library).

37 Okajima, Ejiputogo, 90.
38 Okajima, Ejiputoshi, 2
39 Okajima, Koputogo, 3.
40 The Kyoto University Museum, Kyōto Daigaku, 152. 
41 Kyoto University Museum, Accession number 3086.
42 Kyoto University Museum, Accession number 3082
43 Okajima, Koputogo, preface.
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Ichirō Katō (1921–2009) and the University of 
Chicago

After Okajima, Ichirō Katō led Egyptology in Japan. 
Katō graduated from the Department of History, the 
Faculty of Letters, Kyoto University in 1944. He ma-
jored in Western history and took a class on the his-
tory of Islam taught by Okajima for one year.44 After 
his graduation, he joined the Japanese Imperial Ar-
my.45 He returned from the war in 1946 and, decid-
ing to study Egyptology, entered the Graduate School 
of Letters, Kyoto University in 1949. However, since 
Okajima died in 1948, he studied Egyptology almost 
entirely by himself, reading the Okajima Library. As 
Katō writes:

After Okajima’s death, I was presented his Ejiput-
ogo Shōbunten and Koputogo Shōbunten by Ka-
zunosuke Murata and perused the former. It was 
an opportunity to continue with Egyptology.46

After the end of the Second World War in 1945, based 
on a bill submitted to US Congress by Senator Wil-
liam Fulbright, the Fulbright Program was inaugurat-
ed in 1952. The Fulbright Program aimed at mutual 
understanding and the interchange of people between 
the US and other countries. With this plan, the number 
of foreign students, researchers, and professors who 
received a graduate school education in the US, either 
engaged in research or lecturing, rapidly grew.47

Ichirō Katō obtained a Fulbright scholarship in 
July 1952 to study at the Department of Near East-
ern Languages and Civilizations, in the Faculty of 
Humanities of the University of Chicago. There he 
studied Egyptology for two years. At the University 
of Chicago, he learned Coptic and Late Egyptian from 
William Edgerton, hieroglyphs (Middle Egyptian) 
from Keith Seele, history (of ancient Egypt) from 
John Wilson, and archaeology from Helene Kantor. 
The lectures were held in the private rooms of the pro-
fessors on the second floor of the Oriental Institute. 
He studied at the reading room on the second floor, 

44 Katō, Senryō 12 (1985), 6.
45 Katō belonged to the first regiment in the field artillery 
of the Imperial Guard. He was a soldier whose duty was to 
protect the Emperor’s Palace.
46 Katō, Senryō 12 (1985), 7.
47 fulbright japan.

while the Oriental Institute Museum was on the first 
floor. He wrote,

When I got tired of reading a book, I would walk 
around in the ancient antiquities downstairs…In 
doing so, I felt like I was being immersed in the 
ancient times, around four or five thousand years 
ago, with the air surrounding me. I tried to make 
good use of this feeling during reading on the sec-
ond floor.48

In the library, he could always hear students from 
the Near East speaking in Arabic, Persian and Turk-
ish. He observed, ‘I think that such an Oriental at-
mosphere became the basis for making Near Eastern 
studies natural and for increasing the efficiency of my 
studies’.49

After returning home, Ichirō Katō taught about 
the ‘Pot Map’ of Kantor in lectures at the Faculty 
of Letters,50 Kansai University and privately recom-
mended students who aspired to study Egyptology to 
read Seele’s When Egypt Ruled the East and Wilson’s 
The Culture of Ancient Egypt. Thus, the students ex-
perienced Egyptology at the Oriental Institute at the 
University of Chicago indirectly, little by little.

As soon as he returned home, Ichirō Katō pub-
lished an article entitled ‘Genkon no Kodai Ejiputogo 
Kenkyū ni tsuite (On the Study of Ancient Egyp-
tian Today)’.51 In the first part, he said that in 1880, 
namely after approximately half a century since the 
decipherment of Egyptian hieroglyphs by Champol-
lion, research on Egyptology began to truly stand on a 
scientific basis. Then he went on to introduce the ma-
jor monographs, grammars, and dictionaries up to the 
1930s. In the second part, he praised Alan Gardiner’s 
Egyptian Grammar and called it ‘the Bible of Middle 
Egyptian’. In the third part, he pointed out the prob-
lems of dialects and Greek loanwords in Coptic, and 
introduced Coptic grammar books and dictionaries. In 
addition, he mentioned the achievement of Hans Po-
lotsky. Polotsky had compared Greek sentences and 
their parallel Coptic sentences, and found that adver-

48 Katō, Kodai, 205–6; see also Katō, Senryō 7 (1983), 
4-5. 
49 Katō, Kansai Daigaku Tōzai Gakujutsukenkyūsho Shohō 
9 (1961), 4.
50 Katō, Kansai Daigaku Kōkogakutō Shiryōshitsu Kiyō 1 
(1984), 8. The ‘Pot Map’ is the modified table of pottery 
derived from Petrie’s Sequence Dating System.
51 Katō, Seiyōshigaku 24 (1954), 52–9.
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bial clauses in Coptic were emphasised by the second 
tense converter, which usually comes before auxiliary 
verbs. Polotsky’s interpretation was applied not only 
to Coptic but also to Late Egyptian and Demotic; it is 
a well-known fact that his interpretation now also in-
fluences Middle Egyptian. In the fourth part of his ar-
ticle, he introduced the works of the above-mentioned 
professors of the Oriental Institute at the University 
of Chicago. He cited the words of John Wilson there:

A gap is widening between oriental studies and 
general knowledge and is threatening to cut off 
communication and to isolate our field more and 
more. If the process continues, our results, which 
are results of detail, stand in danger of becoming 
meaningless and therefore useless to all but our-
selves.52

In the opinion of the present author (Yōko Nishimu-
ra), we scholars are in constant need of heeding Wil-
son’s warning. Ichirō Katō became a full-time lectur-
er at Kansai University in 1956 and wrote books and 
articles that explained ancient Egyptian culture.53 His 
most famous work is Shōkeimoji Nyūmon (Introduc-
tion to the Hieroglyphic Writings). This book is not an 
ancient Egyptian grammar but an introduction to the 
theory of writing systems. First of all, taking ‘Ameri-
can Indian’ messages as examples, he asks about 
the origin of letters from a comparison of pictures, 
pictograms, and hieroglyphs. He then describes the 
features of Egyptian hieroglyphic writing, and, while 
citing Egyptian hieroglyphic texts throughout, he in-
troduces ancient Egyptian culture. After this, he de-
scribes the development of alphabets from Egyptian 
hieroglyphs, introduces non-Egyptian hieroglyphs, 
and describes the Japanese writing culture. It is a 
wonderful primer that can be read without difficulty 
even by amateurs. In reading this book, the present 
author (Yōko Nishimura) remembers the lectures of 
the late Ichirō Katō vividly.

Katō’s Kodai Ejiputo Ōkoku (The Kingdom of 
Ancient Egypt: The Mysterious World of the Great 
Kings) is neither the history of Egypt nor the history 
of ancient Egyptian culture. Katō tells us:

The material of ancient Egyptian history is over-
whelmingly related to the kings. We must begin 

52 JaCobsen, Wilson, JNES 8 (1949), No. 3, 242.
53 Fujimoto, Katō, Chūkintō, 9–10.

with the materials which are available, but con-
tinue our research on to other material. Such a 
practical method of study is certainly one aspect 
of American academic practice, and I think it has 
affected me as well.54

Ichirō Katō also introduced the Egyptological litera-
ture which the leader of Tenrikyō, Shōzen Nakayama, 
had collected during each of his trips abroad. In the 
first part of his article,55 he introduced the grammar 
books, dictionaries, and reading books on ancient 
Egyptian. In the second part, he described academ-
ic journals, book series, and excavation reports, be-
ginning with German material, and continuing onto 
American, English, French, Dutch, and Italian mate-
rial. Over the course of six tours of the Western world, 
Shōzen Nakayama collected 4,600 volumes of litera-
ture, although the present author (Yōko Nishimura) 
has not yet seen the Catalogue of Books brought from 
abroad by the Reverend Shimbashira Nakayama, 
1951-1963, which was published in 1963. Shōzen Na-
kayama will be discussed at greater length elsewhere, 
but he was at that time the Shimbashira, the leader of 
the religious group known as Tenrikyō, whose library, 
the Tenri Central Library, was expected to become a 
major centre of Egyptology in Japan. Katō’s wife was 
a follower of Tenrikyō, and so Katō was able to use 
Tenrikyō facilities freely. 

The Egyptian collection of Kyoto Imperial Univer-
sity was once stored in the second display room of the 
Exhibition Hall with antiquities from places such as 
Mesopotamia, Greece, and Peru. However, when the 
Exhibition Hall of Kyoto Imperial University, built in 
1914, became obsolete and was rebuilt to house the 
Museum of the Faculty of Letters, there was a period 
during which collections could not be seen. Since the 
collection could not be seen permanently, the students 
of Egyptology were very dispirited, as were the teach-
ers connected with Kyoto Imperial University.56 The 
Museum of the Faculty of Letters was completed in 
1986 and reopened to the public. However, the con-
cept of creating a Kyoto University General Museum 
by combining the Museum of the Faculty of Letters 
and the Natural History Museum emerged in 1989 
and was completed in 1997. The permanent exhibi-

54 Katō, Kodai, 207.
55 Katō, Biblia 27 (1964), 13–8.
56 Katō, Senryō 10 (1984), 4–5.
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tion has been opened to the public since 2001.57 How-
ever, the Egyptian collection was not included in it, 
and the actual display had to wait until 2016. Cur-
rently, only a small portion of the Egyptian collection 
is permanently displayed.

Ichirō Katō explained the exhibits in the exhibi-
tion catalogues Ejiputo Gosen-nen Ten (Five Thou-
sand Years of Egyptian Art) and Tsutankāmen Ten 
(Tutankhamun Exhibition). The Sumerologist Samuel 
Kramer from Pennsylvania University in 1962,58 the 
French Egyptologist Jean Leclant, and Polish Egyp-
tologist Karol Myśliwiec in 198359 came to Japan for 
conferences and seminars; Katō also played the role of 
interpreter during their visits. Ichirō Katō continued to 
introduce ancient Egyptian culture to Japan, discuss-
ing a wide range of aspects such as religion, funerary 
customs, and art. Thanks to these accomplishments, 
he received Kun-yontō Kyokujitsu Shōjushō (the Or-
der of the Rising Sun, Gold Rays with Rosette) at the 
Spring Conferral of Decoration in 1997. Katō retired 
from Kansai University in 1992 and died at the age of 
87 in 2009.

The leader of Tenrikyō,60 Shōzen Nakayama (1905–
1967) and the orientalist in the imperial family of 
Japan, Takahito, Prince Mikasa (1915–2016)

Shōzen Nakayama graduated from the Department of 
Religious Studies, the Faculty of Letters, Tokyo Im-
perial University and was an important member of the 
Japanese Association for Religious Studies. In 1951, 
the Eleventh Scientific Congress of the Japanese 
Association for Religious Studies was held at Tenri 
University and Shōzen Nakayama met with Takahito, 
Prince Mikasa (1915–2016) who was studying an-
cient Near Eastern history.61 Takahito, Prince Mikasa, 

57 The Kyoto University Museum, Kyoto University, Pro-
ceedings, 8–9.
58 Katō, Seinan Ajia Kenkyū 8 (1962), 69–74.
59 Katō, Kansai Daigaku Tōzai Gakujutsukenkyūsho Shohō 
8 (1960), 4–5.
60 A monotheistic religion derived from Shintō in the Nine-
teenth Century, based in Tenri City, Nara Prefecture. Shintō 
is the Japanese traditional religion in which deified people 
and deities related to nature are worshipped at shrines.
61 Brother of Emperor Shōwa.  In January 1943, he was ap-
pointed as a staff officer of the China Expeditionary Army 
and was in the general headquarters of Nanjing for one 
year. During this time, he was informed of the atrocities 

Shōzen Nakayama and other authorities in the field of 
religious studies became friends through the haiku62 
club called Koinu-kai ‘the puppy club’. When Taka-
hito, Prince Mikasa founded Nippon Oriento Gak-
kai (the Society for Near Eastern Studies in Japan) 
in 1954, Nakayama became a charter sponsor and 
later a managing director. Thanks to Nakayama, the 
society gave financial support to the Archaeological 
Investigation Team of Tel Zeror (1964–66) in Israel. 
The bulletin Oriento is often printed at the Tenrikyō-
affiliated Tenrijihōsha Co.,63 and the office and library 
of the society are located on the ninth floor of the To-
kyo Tenri Building. The Tenri Gallery, located in the 
same building, regularly hosts exhibitions related to 
the ancient Near East.64

It is worth briefly discussing Nippon Oriento Gak-
kai (The Society for Near Eastern Studies in Japan) 
here. Takahito, Prince Mikasa, who deeply regret the 
‘misguided’ history education65 which was common 
before the Second World War, gave four reasons for 
studying the ancient Near East at the time that Nip-
pon Oriento Gakkai was founded.66 First, the ancient 
Near East was the cradle of the earliest civilizations 
of mankind. Secondly, the intellectual development 
of three major world religions (Judaism, Christianity, 
and Islam) took place in the ancient Near East. Third-
ly, as a prerequisite for a solution to the problem of 
how to construct a modern cultural state equal to that 
of Europe and the United States, it would be neces-
sary to investigate why the Near East, though once so 
advanced, was overtaken by the West in the process 
of historical development. Fourth, in order to achieve 
economic exchanges on an equal footing with Middle 
Eastern countries, it is necessary to understand well 
their nations and societies. This economic exchange 
and mutual understanding would also hopefully foster 

of the Japanese army and was seriously shocked. After the 
Pacific War, he was strongly drawn to the social justice of 
the ancient Near East (see Takahito, Kodai (1984), 16; and 
Takahito, Teiō (1956), 186).
62 A style of Japanese short poem which consists of three 
lines containing respectively 5-7-5 morae. 
63 Takahito, Biblia 38 (1968), 1–4.
64 Takahito, Oriento 43:2 (2000), 13. 
65 The history education that started in the Meiji period was 
done to instill within the people loyalty to the Emperor 
and patriotism. History textbooks began with the story that 
Amaterasu Ōmikami, the Sun goddess, was the ancestor of 
the Emperor. Criticism of historical records was forbidden.
66 Takahito, Nippon Oriento Gakkai Geppō 1:1 (1955–58), 
1–2.
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world peace and relieve Middle Eastern poverty. Nip-
pon Oriento Gakkai’s concept of the Near East refers 
to an area consisting of Pakistan, Afghanistan, Iran, 
Iraq, Turkey, Israel, the Arabian Peninsula, Egypt, 
and Ethiopia.  However, it obviously includes Sudan 
and other surrounding countries.67 This society was 
founded as an academic society where experts in all 
fields－history, geography, anthropology, religious 
studies, linguistics, aesthetics, law, economics, so-
ciology, zoology, botany, and among others－could 
conduct joint research. Former members of the Babi-
ron Gakkai were also included when the new society 
was founded. Nippon Oriento Gakkai currently boasts 
around 700 members.

Nakayama also founded the Tenri Central Library 
and the Sankōkan Museum. On the anniversary of 
the opening of the Tenri Central Library, he stressed 
that the original books should be offered broadly to 
readers in general in an easy-to-use way so that they 
may study freely. He then stated the importance of 
returning to original sources if readers want to study 
their subjects deeply. In conclusion, he cautioned that 
books which become references should be treated 
more carefully because new ideas are born from old 
things.68 

Nakayama founded the Sankōkan Museum be-
cause he thought that it was necessary to learn not 
only languages but also local manners and customs 
in order to nurture the human resources necessary to 
spread Tenrikyō abroad.69 Egyptian antiquities are 
also displayed in the ancient Near East section on the 
third floor of the museum. Most of the Egyptian col-
lection of the museum is drawn from the various peri-
ods from the New Kingdom to the Ptolemaic period. 
It consists of about 360 pieces and includes stelae, 
sphinxes, coffins, bronze statuettes, shabtis, pottery, 
glass beads, and Coptic textiles among other things.70 
Additionally, on account of his relationship with Na-

67 Takahito, Prince Mikasa did not mentioned Sudan, but in 
1960 he took office as an honorary member of UNESCO‘s 
Salvage Campaign for the Nubian Monuments and was in-
volved in the urgent investigation, recording and conser-
vation project of Sudan’s cultural heritage (see sakamoto, 
Kodai Bunka (submitted)).
68 Nakayama, Biblia 38 (1968), 26–31. For a list of the lit-
erature related to the ancient Near East in the Tenri Central 
Library, see The SoCiety For The Near Eastern studies in 
Japan, Tenri.
69 tenri univerSitY, Sankōkan muSeum.
70 Sudō, Tazawa, Naruhodo!, 59.

kayama, Takahito, Prince Mikasa lectured part-time 
at Tenri University from 1960–1990.71 Between 1969 
and 1988, lectures were also given by Isamu Sugi 
(1904–1989),72 who had graduated from the Depart-
ment of Western History, the Faculty of Letters, Tokyo 
Imperial University, and had been close to Nakayama 
since his student days. The influence of Isamu Sugi 
led Nakayama to collect a large number of books and 
antiquities related to the ancient Near East in the Tenri 
Central Library and the Sankōkan Museum.73 Taka-
hito, Prince Mikasa died in 2016 and Isamu Sugi died 
in 1989. Since their deaths, there have been no further 
lectures on the ancient Near East at Tenri University.

Subsequent history

In Japan, the study of history has been carried out in 
the context of Japanese history, Eastern/Oriental his-
tory, and Western/Occidental history. However, East-
ern/Oriental history has centred on Chinese history 
while Western history has focussed on Europe. There-
fore, the histories of Africa and Southeast and South-
west Asia have been neglected.74 In April 1965, a pro-
tocol for the Faculty of Letters in every university was 
revised by the University Establishment Council:

We can make departments on the study of the Near 
and Middle East such as Egyptology, Assyriology 
and Islamic studies as well as the studies of the 
Asian and African regions.75

In response to this, and due to the efforts of Isamu 
Sugi, courses in Egyptology and Assyriology were 
established in the doctoral programme, and a course 
of ancient Near Eastern studies was established at the 
master’s level at the Graduate School of Letters in To-
kyo University of Education.76 This was the only such 
case among Japanese universities. However, since 
Tokyo University of Education had five faculties dis-
persed among three small campuses, a proposal was 
made to integrate them in 1963 resulting in ‘the Tsu-

71 Takami, Glocal Tenri 17:12 (2016), 1.
72 Sugi, Chūyō, 492.
73 Sugi, Chūyō. see its preface.
74 Takahito, Oriento 43:2 (2000), 7.
75 Ministry of EduCation, SCienCe and Culture (ed.), 
Shōwa 19 (1965), 39.
76 Takahito, Oriento 9:2–3 (1966), 15. 
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kuba relocation problem’. Then a struggle against the 
relocation to Tsukuba occurred at Tokyo University of 
Education in 1967. Eventually, the University of Tsu-
kuba was founded in October 1973 and Tokyo Uni-
versity of Education was closed in March 1978. Cur-
rently, students can learn ancient Near Eastern studies 
as a sub-discipline of Western history at the College 
of Humanities, the University of Tsukuba, but they 
are unable to study Egyptology.77 Ancient Near East-
ern studies and Egyptology are also excluded from 
the master’s and doctoral programmes at the Graduate 
School of Letters at the University of Tsukuba. 

However, Teisuke Yakata, a pupil of Isamu Sugi, 
gave a seminar on hieroglyphs (ancient Egyptian) as 
a research assistant at the Tokyo University of Educa-
tion, and translated the literature of ancient Egypt in 
Kodai Oriento Shū (The Literature of the Ancient Near 
East), edited by Takahito, Prince Mikasa and Isamu 
Sugi in 1978. Furthermore, Yakata, upon becoming 
a professor in the Faculty of Humanities, Shinshū 
University in 1995, has held biannual study sessions 
concerning Egyptology in Tokyo and Nagoya and has 
taught a number of students.78

In 1969, the Department of Southwest Asian His-
tory was established at Kyoto University with the aim 
of developing and establishing new academic fields 
of study, namely the history of the Islamic period 
and the history of the ancient Near and Middle East. 
Students can major in the history of the ancient Near 
East, the Islamic period, and the modern Middle East 
at both undergraduate and graduate levels. In this de-
partment, Sumerology and Assyriology are active, al-
though Egyptology is not particularly popular among 
students.79

Currently, most universities in Japan have no fac-
ulty staff working in Egyptology. While some univer-
sities previously had Egyptologists, in many cases, 
those Egyptologists were not replaced upon their 
retirement due to the lack of a suitable successor. In 
this way, some universities have lost their tradition 
of Egyptological studies. This means that today, if a 
student wants to major in Egyptology, he or she is ad-
vised to go abroad. At the same time, however, few 
students are granted government stipends or scholar-
ships which would make it possible to study abroad.

77 the university of tsukuba.
78 Yakata, Kodai, 529.
79 graduate sChool of letters / faCulty of letters, 
kyoto university.

While it is very difficult to study Egyptology in 
Japan within the framework of philological and his-
torical studies, it is rather easy if one approaches it 
through archaeology. Waseda University started an 
excavation survey in Egypt in 1971 and, since the 
discovery of the colourful staircases at the Malqata 
in 1973, the Institute of Egyptology, Waseda Univer-
sity has now accumulated fifty years of fieldwork ex-
perience in Egypt and is a global research centre for 
Egyptology. More than twenty young Egyptian schol-
ars have already been trained there and are leading the 
next generation of Egyptology in Japan.80

The large number of Egyptian archaeologists in 
Japan frequently surprises foreign scholars. This re-
markable number of Japanese Egyptian archaeologists 
is in large part due to the work of Sakuji Yoshimura 
who has long been the leader of the ancient Egyptian 
research team at Waseda University. Yoshimura’s pas-
sion for Egyptology began when he read Tsutankāmen 
Ō no Himitsu (The Secret of the King Tutankhamun), 
a biography by Howard Carter, as a fourth grader in 
elementary school. He was fascinated by the romantic 
story of the excavation of the royal tomb, and was 
driven to excavate in Egypt. 81

Yoshimura has not only continued fieldwork in 
Egypt, but has also created employment opportuni-
ties for the pupils he has mentored so that they may 
become faculty members or researchers, for example, 
at the Research Office of Ancient Egypt (later the In-
stitute of Egyptology), AKHT Incorporation,82 Cyber 
University, and Higashi Nippon International Univer-
sity among others. His concern for his pupils has also 
resulted in his founding the Society of Egyptology in 
Waseda University (the Society of Egyptology in Ja-
pan after 2015). As a result, his pupils can delve into 
research and guide the next generation of researchers 
with ease. It is his enthusiasm and activity which has 
allowed Egyptology to take root in Japan.

Only those who have mastered an academic dis-
cipline are able to teach that discipline to students in 
a way that is both accurate and easy to understand. 
However, those who acquire a doctorate in Egyptol-
ogy abroad are often unable to find employment upon 
returning home, and are thus unable to continue their 

80 Akht InCorporation., Yoshimura, 3.
81 waseda university.
82 Established as a public relation section of the Research 
Office of Ancient Egypt, Waseda University and incorpo-
rated in 1994.
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own research or to nurture and guide the next genera-
tion of researchers. Their disadvantage when seeking 
employment in Japan is due to a lack of strong ties 
with teachers or seniors in Japan. In fact, no great 
educators in Egyptology have appeared in Japan after 
the death of those such as Kōsaku Hamada. This cre-
ates obvious difficulties for the development of Japa-
nese Egyptology.

In Japan, Egyptology is still an undeveloped dis-
cipline. If it is to grow, an environment must be cre-
ated in which promising Japanese Egyptologists can 
deepen their studies in the fields of philology and his-
tory as well as archaeology within their home country.

Conclusion

In this paper, we have explored three subjects, fo-
cusing on the first half of the Twentieth Century: the 
Japanese encounter with ancient Egypt, the growth 
of academic research on ancient Egypt in Japan, and 
the establishment of the academic study of ancient 
Egypt that led to the contemporary academic scene 
in Japan. As for the question of how the Japanese first 
encountered Egypt, we have mentioned the missions 
and students who, while studying in Europe, encoun-
tered the pyramids and Sphinx in Egypt at the end 
of the Nineteenth Century. Regarding the question of 
how these initial encounters gave rise to academic in-
terest in ancient Egypt, we have given the example 
of Kōsaku Hamada and the first true Egyptologist, 
Seitarō Okajima. We have discussed how Okajima 
acquired his knowledge of ancient Egyptian philol-
ogy while studying Egyptology in the UK and how 
his legacy was important for future Japanese schol-
ars specialising in Egyptian philology. We have also 
shown how Japanese Egyptologists were able to edu-
cate the Japanese people more broadly about Egyptol-
ogy, using the example of Ichirō Katō, who studied 
Egyptology in the US and obtained a professorship 
in Japan. Additionally, we have presented the story 
of the establishment of an academic organisation by 
Shōzen Nakayama and Takahito, Prince Mikasa that 
had an important influence on Egyptology in Japan.

Today, Japan remains in need of Egyptologists 
who can advance research on the ancient Egyptian 
language and the study of philology in the future. 
Unfortunately, Japanese universities rarely provide 
opportunities for researchers to develop. Those who 

wish to study Egyptology have no choice but to study 
in the West at their own expense. Undoubtedly, Ja-
pan and Japanese Egyptology need more figures like 
Seitarō Okajima and Ichirō Katō.

Acknowledgements

We would like to thank Korshi Dosoo, Marwan Kilani, 
and Lloyd Abercrombie for proofreading our English 
and for their expert comments as Egyptologists. We 
are also grateful to Nozomu Kawai, Kento Zenihiro, 
and Tsubasa Sakamoto for their academic information 
on the history of Egyptology in Japan.

Bibliography

Akht InCorporation, 『早稲田大学創立125周年記

念　吉村作治の早大エジプト発掘40年展 (Yo-
shimura Sakuji no Sōdai Ejiputo Hakkutsu Yonjū-
nen Ten) 』 (Tokyo, 2006).

Atarashi, K., ina, t., Fukai, S., katō, i., maSuda, 
s., noma, s., suzuki, h., tomobe, n. (eds.), 『エ

ジプト美術五千年展 (Ejiputo Gosen-nen Ten) 』 
(Tokyo, 1963).

Bierbrier, M.L., Who was Who in Egyptology (Lon-
don: 4th edition, 2012).

Erman, A., Ägyptische Grammatik (Berlin: 4th editi-
on, 1928).

Fujimoto, K., I. Katō, I, 『藤本勝次, 加藤一朗両先

生古稀記念 中近東文化史論叢 (Fujitomo Katsu-
ji, Katō Ichirō Ryō-Sensei Koki Kinen: Chūkintō 
Bunkashi Ronsō) 』 (Kyoto, 1992).

hamada, K., 『通論考古学 (Tsūron Kōkogaku) 』 
(Tokyo, 2016).

hamada, K., Chiba, T., “The late Professor Tsuboi 
and Egyptology in Japan”, Ancient Egypt (1914), 
59-60.

Ina, T., katō, i., okada, J., Sakai, d., i. Sugi, h. 
suzuki, n. tomobe (eds.), 『ツタンカーメン展 
(Tsutankāmen Ten) 』 (Tokyo, 1965).

JaCobsen, T., J.A. Wilson, “The Oriental Institute: 
Thirty Years and the Present”, JNES 8:3 (1949), 
236–247.

Katō, I, 「現今の古代埃及語研究について (Gen-
kon no Kodai Ejiputogo Kenkyū ni tsuite) 」『西

洋史学 (Seiyōshigaku) 』24 (1954), 52–59.
———「二人のエジプト学者－国際学会のひと



158

Langer – Global Egyptology

こま－ (Futari no Ejiputogakusha: Kokusai Gak-
kai no Hitokoma) 」『関西大学東西学術研究所

所報 (Kansai Daigaku Tōzai Gakujutsukenkyūsho 
Shohō) 』8 (1960), 4–5.

———「シカゴ大学・オリエント研究所 (Shi-
kago Daigaku Oriento Kenkyūsho) 」『関西大

学東西学術研究所所報 (Kansai Daigaku Tōzai 
Gakujutsukenkyūsho Shohō) 』9 (1961), 4.

———『象形文字入門 (Shōkeimoji Nyūmon) 』 
(Tokyo, 1962).

———「クレーマー教授の印象 (Kramer Kyōju 
no Inshō) 」『西南アジア研究 (Seinan Ajia 
Kenkyū)』8 (1962), 69–74.

———「天理図書館のエジプト学文献 (Tenri To-
shokan no Ejiputogaku Bunken) 」『ビブリア　

天理図書館報 (Biblia: Tenri Tosyokanhō) 』27 
(1964), 13–18.

———『古代エジプト王国　偉大な王たちの神

秘の世界 (Kodai Ejiputo Ōkoku: Idaina Ōtachi no 
Shinpi no Sekai) 』 (Tokyo, 1965).

———「シカゴ大学東洋研究所博物館 (Shikago 
Daigaku Tōyō Kenkyūsho Hakubutsukan) 」『

阡陵　関西大学考古学等資料室彙報 (Senryō: 
Kansai Daigaku Kōkogakutō Shiryōshitsu Ihō) 』7 
(1983), 4–5.

———「シカゴ大学東洋研究所博物館 (Shikago 
Daigaku Tōyō Kenkyūsho Hakubutsukan) 」『

関西大学考古学等資料室紀要 (Kansai Daigaku 
Kōkogakutō Shiryōshitsu Kiyō) 』1 (1984), 1–12.

———「消えてゆく京大「陳列館」 (Kieteyuku 
Kyōdai ‘Chinretsukan’) 」『阡陵　関西大学

考古学等資料室彙報 (Senryō: Kansai Daigaku 
Kōkogakutō Shiryōshitsu Ihō) 』10 (1984), 4–5.

———「大阪の生んだエジプト学者 (Ōsaka no 
Unda Ejiputogakusha) 」『阡陵　関西大学考

古学等資料室彙報 (Senryō: Kansai Daigaku 
Kōkogakutō Shiryōshitsu Ihō) 』12 (1985), 6–7.

kuroita, K., 「埃及に於ける発掘事業 (一) (Eji-
puto ni okeru Hakkutsu Jigyō, 1) 」『考古学雑誌 
(Kōkogaku Zasshi) 』1:6 (1911), 375–394.

———「埃及に於ける発掘事業 (二) (Ejiputo 
ni okeru Hakkutsu Jigyō, 2) 」『考古学雑誌 
(Kōkogaku Zasshi) 』1:8 (1911), 511–525.

———「埃及に於ける発掘事業 (三) (Ejiputo 
ni okeru Hakkutsu Jigyō, 3) 」『考古学雑誌 
(Kōkogaku Zasshi) 』1:9 (1911), 579–591.

———「埃及に於ける発掘事業 (四) (Ejiputo 
ni okeru Hakkutsu Jigyō, 4) 」『考古学雑誌 
(Kōkogaku Zasshi) 』1:11 (1911), 699–705.

———「埃及に於ける発掘事業 (五) (Ejiputo 

ni okeru Hakkutsu Jigyō, 5) 」『考古学雑誌 
(Kōkogaku Zasshi) 』2:2 (1911), 55–66.

———「埃及に於ける発掘事業 (六) (Ejiputo 
ni okeru Hakkutsu Jigyō, 6) 」『考古学雑誌 
(Kōkogaku Zasshi) 』2:4 (1911), 181–191.

———「埃及に於ける発掘事業 (七) (Ejiputo 
ni okeru Hakkutsu Jigyō, 7) 」『考古学雑誌 
(Kōkogaku Zasshi) 』2:5 (1912), 257–268.

kawamura, n., 『坪井正五郎－日本で最初の人

類学者 (Tsuboi Shōgorō: Nihon de Saisho no Jin-
ruigakusha) 』 (Tokyo, 2013).

Kondō, J., 『最新エジプト学　蘇る「王家の谷」 
(Saishin Ejiputogaku: Yomigaeru ‘Ōke no Tani’ ) 』 
(Tokyo, 2007).

The Kyoto University Museum, 『京都大学総合

博物館考古学資料目録　エジプト出土資料 
(Kyōto Daigaku Sōgō Hakubutsukan Kōkogaku 
Shiryō Mokuroku, Ejiputo Shutsudo Shiryō) 』 
(Kyoto, 2016).

The Kyoto University Museum, Kyoto University, 
Proceedings of the International Symposium on 
From Petrie to Hamada: Egyptian Antiquities of 
Kyoto University (Kyoto, 2016).

Ministry of EduCation, SCienCe and Culture (ed.), 
『昭和40年度「大学資料」 (Shōwa 40-nendo 
‘Daigaku Shiryō’) 』19 (Tokyo, 1965).

Nakayama, S., 「開館記念日にあたって－昭

和四十二年十月十八日－ (Kaikan Kinenbi ni 
atatte, Shōwa Yonjūni-nen Jū-gatsu Jūhachi-nichi) 
」『ビブリア　天理図書館報 (Biblia: Tenri 
Toshokanhō) 』 (1968), 26–31.

Okajima, S., 「古代エジプトの個人的一断面－第

三王朝の性格－ (Kodai Ejiputo no Kojinteki Ichi-
danmen: Daisan Ōchō no Seikaku) 」『西洋史学 
(Seiyōshigaku) 』3 (1949), 2–27.

———『エジプト史 (Ejiputoshi) 』 (Tokyo, 1940).
———『埃及語小文典 (Ejiputogo Shōbunten) 』 

(Nara, 1940).
———『こぷと語小文典 (Koputogo Shōbunten) 
』 (Nara, 1942).

Osatake, T., 『幕末遣外使節物語－夷狄の国へ 
(Bakumatsu Kengai Shisetsu Monogatari: Iteki no 
Kuni e) 』 (Tokyo, 2016).

Sakai, D., 『エジプト学夜話 (Ejiputogaku Yowa) 
』 (Tokyo, 1980).

sakamoto, T., 「三笠宮崇仁親王殿下とヌビア文

化遺産 (Mikasa-no-Miya Takahito Shinnō Denka 
to Nubia Bunka Isan) 」 『古代文化 (Kodai Bun-
ka) 』 (submitted).

Satō, S., 「バビロン学会と古代学研究所－日



159

nishimura & miyagawa: an earLy history of egyptoLogy in Japan

本における古代オリエント学研究の黎明－ 
(Babiron Gakkai to Kodaigaku Kenkyūsho: Nippon 
ni okeru Kodai Orientogaku Kenkyū no Reimei) 
」『立正大学人文科学研究所年報別冊 (Risshō 
Daigaku Jinbunkagaku Kenkyūsho Nenpō, Bessat-
su) 』10 (1996), 37–48.

The SoCiety For The Near Eastern Studies In Japan, 
『天理図書館所蔵　古代オリエント関係外国

語図書分類目録　1974 年現在 (Tenri Toshokan 
Shozō Kodai Oriento Kankei Gaikokugo Tosho Bun-
rui Mokuroku 1974-nen Genzai) 』 (Tokyo, 1979).

Sudō, H., K. Tazawa, 『なるほど!　古代エジプト 
(Naruhodo! Kodai Ejiputo) 』 (Tokyo, 2014).

Sugi, I., 『杉勇　古代オリエント学論集　中洋

の歴史と文化 (Sugi Isamu Kodai Orientogaku 
Ronshū: Chūyō no Rekishi to Bunka) 』 (Tokyo, 
1991).

Takahito, PrinCe Mikasa, 「日本オリエント学会

の創立にあたって (Nippon Oriento Gakkai no 
Sōritsu ni atatte) 」『日本オリエント学会月報 
(Nippon Oriento Gakkai Geppō) 』1:1 (1955–58), 
1-2.

———『帝王と墓と民衆－オリエントのあけぼ

の－ (Teiō to Haka to Minshū: Oriento no Ake-
bono) 』 (Tokyo, 1956)

——— 「日本における古代オリエント研究の

発達について (Nippon ni okeru Kodai Oriento 
Kenkyū no Hattatsu ni tsuite) 」『オリエント 
(Oriento) 』9:2-3 (1966), 1–16.

———「前真柱中山正善氏の思い出 (Zen 
Shimbashira Nakayama Shōzen Shi no Omoide) 
」『ビブリア　天理図書館報 (Biblia: Tenri 
Toshokanhō) 』38 (1968), 1–4.

———『古代オリエント史と私 (Kodai Orien-
toshi to Watakushi) 』 (Tokyo, 1984).

———「日本における古代オリエント文明研

究史 (Nippon ni okeru Kodai Oriento Bunmei 
Kenkyūshi) 」『オリエント (Oriento) 』43:2 
(2000), 1–14.

Takami, U., 「「三笠宮さま薨去」の報に思う 
(Mikasa-no-Miya Sama Kōkyo no Hō ni Omou) 
」『グローカル天理 (Glocal Tenri) 』17:12 
(2016), 1.

Tanaka, A. (ed.), 『米欧回覧実記（五） (Beiō Kai-
ran Jikki, 5) 』 (Tokyo, 1982), 256–270.

Yakata, T., 『古代エジプトの歴史と社会 (Kodai 
Ejiputo no Rekishi to Shakai) 』 (Tokyo, 2003).

Websites

fulbright japan, ‘<http://www.fulbright.jp/scholar-
ship/about.html> accessed on 06/02/2017’.

graduate sChool of letters / faCulty of letters, 
kyoto university, 

‘<https://www.bun.kyoto-u.ac.jp/west_asian_history/
wah-about/> accessed on 11/03/2017’.

tenri univerSitY, Sankōkan muSeum, ‘<http://www.
sankokan.jp/about> accessed on 05/03/2017’.

the evening of egypt: the original and its au-
thor, ‘<https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Uy
HMyKHwt9s&feature=youtu.be> accessed on 
29/05/2017’.

the university of tsukuba, ‘<http://www.jinbun.tsu-
kuba.ac.jp/contents/history/03.html> accessed  on 
05/03/2017’.

waseda university, ‘<https://www.waseda.jp/inst/
weekly/features/specialissue-egypt2/> accessed on 
06/03/2017’.

Yumani Shobō, ‘<http://www.yumani.co.jp/np/
isbn/9784843347812> accessed on 29/05/2017’.




