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Multiculturalism and Kyosei (conviviality)

...Both kyosei in Japan and multiculturalism in Canada are under contestation:
while these concepts aim for a society that respects differences, they are also

used for national projects that fit the demand of a (neo)liberal market

economy. (provocation, para. 4)

®» Though both concepts look similar at the present moment, they are

significantly different from a historical point of view.



1. Multiculturalism as governmental
ideology (=liberal multiculturalism)

...Liberal multiculturalism... @ does not question the boundary or the

constitution of the very spheres in which different collectivities seek equal

representation and recognition. Liberal multiculturalism, like its foundational

ideal of cultural relativism, @ presumes aufonomy, discrete boundaries, and

the internal consistency of a cultural group. (Yoneyama 1999: 77, emphasis added)




1. Multiculturalism as governmental
ideology (=liberal multiculturalism)

» Critigue on liberal multiculturalism

...anthropologists have critiqued multicultural approaches for potentially

Dessentializing culture; @masking assimilationist policies, as well as ®economic

and institutional inequalities; and ironically being complicit with @maintaining

the project of (settler) colonialism. (para. 3, emphasis added)

@ am @ cultural essentialism
@R@ e O preservation of the existing social order



2. Multiculturalism as the social
Imagination

...By multiculturalism, | refer to the state of a society or the world containing

many cultures that interact in some significant way with each other. (Gutmann
1993: 171, emphasis added)

» Mulficulturalistic imagination of the social world appeared and
disappeared in the modernity (Oguma 2002). The late-modern
multiculturalistic imagination emerged from significant change in
the mono-culiural imagination of society, caused by various
movements by marginalized people in the 1960s-70s.




3. Multiculturalism as social
movemente

...multiculturalism was first infroduced by left-liberal or social-democratic

political parties, in response to popular mobilization by non-dominant groups. It

was, in short, ‘social movement multiculturalism’. (Kymlicka 2007: 129, emphasis

¢

added)

Social movements (identity politics) in the 19260s-70s were not merely

about (essentialized) ‘culture’. They were about social justice and

continuous recreation of identity. (Butler 1997, Collins 2015, Tully 2003)




Conclusion 1
. Pluralism is not necessarily cultural

» Mulficulturalism as one form of pluralism

Pluralism arising from various social movements

1 reformulated info

Multiculturalism

Cultural pluralism as the definition of situation

Cultural pluralism as governmental ideology (=liberal multiculturalism)




Kyosei as governmental ideology

» “Symbolic Space for Ethnic Harmony (E&EHE 2 HZER)

» .The Symbolic Space for Ethnic Harmony, as a national center for

revitalizing Ainu culture, is to be developed around Lake Poroto in Shiraoi,
Hokkaido prefecture, Japan. The national government, together with Ainu

people and others, is now considering specific functions and facilities of the

Space. (https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/ainusuishin/index_e.html, Retrieved May 3

2018)

Lake Poroto & replicated traditional Ainu houses. © Ainu Museum of Shiraoi.
(https://www.kantei.go.jp/jp/singi/ainusuishin/symbolic_space.html, Refrieved May 2 2018)




Kyosei as governmental ideology

» Behind the project:
-+ 2020 Tokyo Olympics and Paralympics

...(the commiftee of the government] has decided fo make the space
publicly open in accordance with the 2020 Tokyo Olympic and Paralympic

games. (Council for Ainu Policy Promotion 2016: 3, my translation and emphasis)

 Problem of historical injus’rice relating to stolen skulls and remains of
Ainu ancestors (771 XiIEBIRI=RF "‘)

(http://hmjk.world.coocan.jp/index.html, Retrieved May 2 2018)




Kyosel In social movements

» Fcological movements: response to the crisis of public pollution
- human-nonhuman relationships

- crifigue on capitalism and developmentalism

» /ainichi Korean movements: counter to discrimination
- employment discrimination by Hitachiin 1970 (B IZmiikzZ=BIS14)

...difficult solidarity between Zainichi Koreans and Japanese activists
within a historical context of colonialism (Itoh 2017)

‘ reformulated info

Governmental idea of Tabunka Kyosei (Che and Kato 2008)




Conclusion 2
. Kyosei as unavoidable negotiation
®» |mportant connotations of kyosei in social movement

- plurality + relationality
- necessary negotiation in inevitable togetherness

= Conviviality of the porcupines (J\URRX=MD3t4)

...Determined to keep from freezing by huddliing together in
winter...They[porcupines] had to be close enough to keep warm, but distant
enough fo avoid the pain of the quills...In such contexts of manifest

incompleteness, meaning and belonging or conviviality are negotiated on the

basis of a fine line of tolerance and respect, catalysed or imposed by

necessity. (Nyamnjoh 2017: 13, emphasis added)
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