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Migration Trends of Young Jobseekers in and around Peripheral Regions in Japan

YAMAGUCHI, Yasufumi, ARAI, Yoshio, and ESAKI, Yuji

Internal migration of young adult jobseekers is an important issue for industrial develop-
ment in peripheral (to large metropolitan areas) regions in Japan. It is critical to understand the
demographics of a population that grow up peripheral and stay in their native regions for employ-
ment.

In this paper, we researched long-term trends of individuals who stayed in their native
regions for employment after graduation. We refer to the ratio of those who stayed as the “stay
rate.” Our study is concerned with the factors that influence the trends. The Institute of Population
Problems of the Ministry of Health and Welfare derived the data from a study titled “The Third
Migration Survey.”

This study reveals that, even if we neglect the effect of changes of sizes of cohorts, the
“stay rates” have been increasing in almost the whole peripheral regions in J apan since the 1970s.
Thus, it was confirmed that increasingly more young adults from peripheral areas have recently
been electing to stay in their native regions.

Next, we examined other possible causes and found that the change of the “stay rates” was
slightly influenced by such things as specific career-track studies or the location of siblings. This
indicates that the overall increase in the “stay rates” has resulted from the sum of “stay rates” in
each factor-category (high school graduate or university graduate, the eldest or not) of cohorts.

Finally, we examined the influence of economic factors on the increasing “stay rates.” We
found that increasing “stay rates” of high school graduates were most affected by the reduction in
job opportunity gaps between peripheral areas and the three largest metropolitan areas. This find-
ing does not apply to university graduates.
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