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After its failed attempt to mediate the July Crisis of 1914 which led to the First World War, the British
government sought to establish a mechanism in which countries would be obliged to refer international disputes
to a court of arbitration or a diplomatic conference. This idea of preventing war by a system of mandatory conferences
became the nucleus of Britain’s plan for a League of Nations. The concept was developed by officials affiliated with
the British Foreign Office, such as Sir Edward Grey, the Foreign Secretary who had experienced the success and
failures of the “Concert of Europe”, and believed it must be updated, Lord Robert Cecil, who wrote a key memorandum
on the League of Nations in 1916 and later became a leading proponent of the organization, as well as the committee
established in 1918 under the chairmanship of Lord Phillimore. This article argues that the British government’s
focus was to establish a system of mandatory conferences which would provide a breathing space for crises to be
solved through negation. Britain’s aim materialised in Article 12 of the League Covenant, which constituted the

core of Britain’s League concept more than any other provision, whether that be sanctions or disarmament.
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