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Archaeology of Terminal Pleistocene in Japanese Islands:

From a Viewpoint of Genesis of Jomon Culture Theory and Final Paleolithic Study

Masaki Naganuma

This paper discusses a historical study on theories about the archaeology of terminal Pleistocene in Japanese
Islands. Many archaeological studies developed with the intention of making clear how the transition from
Paleolithic to Jomon period went through. That is, whether this change resulted from the influence of the foreign
culture, or developed internally in prehistoric Japan. At the same time, from the end of the World War II, historical
materialism and national history were the major premises for these questions. While supporters of "genesis of
Jomon culture theory" emphasized the spreading of cultural influence from the continental region, "internal
process theory" group tried to find the progress of hunting tools with the chronological sequence of stone tools in
final Paleolithic. After a while, the foreign influence theory, that had been a mainstream in prewar days when the
existence of Paleolithic was still unknown, shifted to the internal process theory after the discovery of Paleolithic
materials in Iwajuku site. Furthermore, the transition from Paleolithic to Jomon period was regarded as turbulent
times in which many different kinds of stone tools changed rapidly in a relatively short period of time.

However, such time and space frameworks, i.e. the short transition period from Paleolithic to Jomon, and the
national history theory were confronted with reconsideration because of the accumulation of 14C dating and the
development of researches in Chinese and Russian territories since the latter half of 1990's. The future direction
of studies will be to separately clarify various interrelationships between human activities and natural environment
in multi level space and to compare each result extensively, rather than to seek prehistoric development of
productivity within the national territory.
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