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The Church of England and the Act for Preventing Occasional
Conformity

by AOYAGI, Kaori

After the Restoration in 1660, the Church of England was
re-established. The attendance at any religious meeting other than
Church of England was prohibited and by the Test and
Corporation Acts, the Catholics and the dissenters were excluded
from holding national and municipal office. Among the dissenters,
there were occasional conformists, who took communion in the
Anglican Church occasionally in order to qualify themselves for
office, returning to their own meeting houses for worship. By the
Toleration Act in 1689, the number of dissenting meeting houses
increased and it was difficult to impose the Church of England on
the people.

In the reign of Queen Anne, the Tories promoted the bill for
preventing occasional conformity, which excluded occasional
conformists from office and fined them. The Whigs opposed the
bill because they admitted the practice of occasional conformity to
comprehend them to the Anglican Church. The Tories and the
High Churchmen supported the bill though they hoped to
comprehend the people to the Church as many as possible.

The attempts for the occasional conformity bill failed three
times in 1702, 1703, and 1704. Though the three bills passed in the
Commons, they were defeated in the Lords. The Whigs argued
that the occasional conformity bill was against the Toleration Act
and that the Protestants should unite during the War of the
Spanish Succession. On the other hand, the Church party
supported the bill in order to strengthen the Church by the
Anglican monopoly of office. In 1711, the occasional conformity
bill was passed in both Houses. It is suggested that in the early
18th century, confirming the Test and Corporation Acts was
important for the Church party to maintain their social and
political supremacy.
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