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Analysis of Evaluation and Reflective Comments through Participating in a
Small-scale “Short Study Tour” Program at College
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Abstract: “Short Study Tour” programs are now conducted at many colleges mainly for the purpose of
enhancing inter-cultural understanding and L2 (=English) development. The two-week-long U.S. seminar
camp, introduced and analyzed in this paper, incorporates a variety academic activities, such as group
presentations about Japanese pop and traditional culture, and working as a teaching assistant (TA) in
Japanese classes at the host college, as well as visits to a local elementary school, with reflective
discussion each evening at the accommodation venue.

Results of questionnaires administered both before and after the camp indicated that L.2 development
was a high priority for the participants before the seminar camp, and that negotiation skills were what
most beneficial as a result of the seminar camp. One of the reflective comments made by the participants
emphasized the importance of both determination and perseverance in order to produce sufficient

language for interlocutor communication, and to interpret paralinguistic cues.
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