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The Simplification of Weddings and Funerals in the New Life
Movement: Spontaneous Activities Toward Co-Buying and
Sharing by Local Residents
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The Japanese government proposed the “New Life Movement” in 1955 in order to rebuild
the country. Many people in local communities worked to improve their living standards by
rationalizing their way of living and thinking. This paper will discuss the development of the
movement in postwar Yamagata by focusing on the simplification of the processes for weddings
and funerals, which received the most attention during the movement. While similar movements
have been initiated repeatedly since the late Meiji period, simplification of the processes for
social ceremonies was considered difficult to implement. However, reports and local newspapers
show that some changes that we cannot overlook did in fact come from the postwar New Life
Movement: the removal of gift-giving customs, the expected goal, resulted in failure; on the other
hand, the co-buying and sharing of dresses and goods for ceremonies unexpectedly became a
reality, leading to the outsourcing of weddings and funerals. The New Life Movement brought
about some significant changes to traditional customs during the 1950s and prepared the

preliminary stage of outsourcing them.
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