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■日程 令和 5 年（2023 年）10 月 21 日（土）・22 日（日） 各日 9:00～16:00 

Date: 21, 22 Oct. 2023   Time: 9:00-16:00 

■会場 オホーツク・文化交流センター（エコーセンター2000） 大会議室 

網走市北２条西３丁目／TEL.0152-43-3704 

Place: Large Conference Room, Okhotsk Bunka Koryu Center / Kita 2 Nishi 3 Abashiri 

■主催 一般財団法人北方文化振興協会・北海道立北方民族博物館 

Organizers: The Association for the Promotion of Northern Cultures, 
Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples 

■後援 網走市、網走市教育委員会、北海道民族学会、北海道考古学会、北海道博物館協会 

Supporting Organizations: Abashiri City, Abashiri City Board of Education, 
Hokkaido Ethnological Society, Hokkaido Archaeological Association, 
Hokkaido Association of Museums 



 



 

The 37th International Abashiri Symposium: Northern Indigenous Cultures and Gender 2 
 There seemed to be huge gap between the gender roles in traditional societies of northern 
indigenous peoples and the value of feminism and gender equality originated in the West. In this 
symposium, same as last year, we will have comprehensive and interdisciplinary discussion about 
history, change and present states of gender in the traditional cultures of indigenous peoples. 

□Speakers 
JIMURA, Miyuki (Assistant Professor, Faculty of Business Administration, Aichi University / Japan) 

ONO, Azusa (Associate Professor, Faculty of Economics, Osaka University of Economics / Japan) 

BELOLYUBSKAYA, Galina (Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Anthropology and Archaeology, University of Calgary / 
Canada) 

VLADIMIROVA, Vladislava (Associate Professor, Institute for Russian and Eurasian Studies, Uppsala University / 
Sweden) 

HIROTA, Chieko (JSPS Research Fellow, Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University / Japan) 
ABIRU, Miho (Part-time Lecturer, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies / Japan) 

LIN, Shuwen (Graduate Student [Master Course], Faculty of Humanities and Human Sciences, Hokkaido 
University / Japan) 
SASAKI, Chinatsu (Associate Professor, Asahikawa City University Junior College / Japan) 

□Commentator 
KITAHARA, Mokottunas (Professor, Center for Ainu and Indigenous Studies, Hokkaido University / Japan) 

□Members of a Steering Committee 

SATO, Madoka (Professor, Faculty of Comparative Culture, Otsuma Womenʼs University / Japan)  
KISHIGAMI, Nobuhiro (Professor, National Museum of Ethnology / Japan) 

KOCHI, Rie (Researcher, Hokkaido Museum / Japan) 

KUREBITO, Megumi (Director, Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples / Japan) 

□Simultaneous Interpreters 

KATO, Kazuyo / TANAKA, Megumi  

Program 

21, Oct. Saturday          Large Conference Room 22, Oct. Sunday           Large Conference Room 

08:30 Registration 08:30 Registration 

09:00 Opening Ceremony 09:00 Session 3: Case Studies in Mongolia 
Gender Formation and Social Roles in Kazakh 
Society in Mongolia         HIROTA, Chieko 

Reading Mongolian Literature from a Gender 
Perspective: Focusing on “Women's Images” in 
Modern and Contemporary Fiction 

 ABIRU, Miho 

Chairperson: KUREBITO, Megumi 

09:20 Session 1: Case Studies in North America 
Political Power of Indigenous Women in the Early 
Twentieth-Century America: The Case of Oneida 
Woman’s Activism     J IMURA ,  Miyuki 

Gender and Sexuality among Urban Indigenous 
Peoples in the United States: Urbanization of 
American Indigenous Peoples and the 
Experience of Women and Two Spirit People 

ONO, Azusa 

Chairperson: SATO, Madoka 

11:30 

Lunch Break 

12:00 
Lunch Break 12:30 Session 4: Case Studies of Ainu 

The Image of Women in the Ainu Yukar 
LIN, Shuwen 

Discrimination and Gender as Told by the Ainu 
People: Focusing on the “Lived-world” of Ainu 
and Wajin Women          SASAKI, Chinatsu 

Commentator: KITAHARA, Mokottunas 

Chairperson: KOCHI, Rie 

13:00 Session 2: Case Studies in Russia 
“We Do What We Have to Do”: Resource 
Extraction, Work and Gender in an Evenki 
Community of Western Yakutia, Russia 

BELOLYUBSKAYA, Galina 

Empowerment of Indigenous Women: The Case 
of Nivkh People on Sakhalin Island, Russia 

           VLADIMIROVA, Vladislava 

Chairperson: KISHIGAMI, Nobuhiro 
15:10 General Discussion 
15:50 Closing Ceremony 

16:00 Visit to the Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples   

*Visit to the Hokkaido Museum of Northern Peoples: reservation required, free to participate 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTENTS   
Session 1:  Case Studies in North America  

Political Power of Indigenous Women in the Early Twentieth-Century America:  
The Case of Oneida Woman’s Activism 

 
JIMURA, Miyuki 

 
1 

   
Gender and Sexuality among Urban Indigenous Peoples in the United States: Urbanization 
of American Indigenous Peoples and the Experience of Women and Two Spirit People 

 
ONO, Azusa 

 
2 

   
Session 2: Case Studies in Russia 

“We Do What We Have to Do”: Resource Extraction, Work, and Gender in  
an Evenki Community of Western Yakutia, Russia 

BELOLYUBSKAYA, 
Galina 

 
3 

   
Empowerment of Indigenous Women:  
The Case of Nivkh People on Sakhalin Island, Russia 

VLADIMIROVA, 
Vladislava 

 
4 

   
Session 3: Case Studies in Mongolia 

Gender Formation and Social Roles in Kazakh Society in Mongolia HIROTA, Chieko 5 
   
Reading Mongolian Literature from a Gender Perspective:  
Focusing on “Women’s Images” in Modern and Contemporary Fiction 

 
ABIRU, Miho 

 
6 

   

Session 4: Case Studies of Ainu   

The Image of Women in the Ainu Yukar LIN, Shuwen 7 
   

Discrimination and Gender as Told by the Ainu People: Focusing on the “Lived-world” 
of Ainu and Wajin Women   

 
SASAKI, Chinatsu 

 
8 





 

1 

 

 

 

Political Power of Indigenous Women in the Early Twentieth-Century America: 

The Case of an Oneida Woman’s Activism 

 
JIMURA, Miyuki 

Assistant Professor, Faculty of Business Administration, Aichi University 

 It is said that Western colonialism and a series of federal policies that attempted to 

“civilize” Native Americans since the 19th century weakened social and political status of Native 

women within their communities. However, this was not always the case for some women in the 

early 20th century. 

 This presentation will introduce the political activities of Laura Cornelius Kellogg, an 

Oneida woman whose tribe traditionally followed a matrilineal kinship system, which valued 

women as the center of their society. By examining her involvement in the Society of American 

Indians and the women’s suffrage movement, it reveals how she tried to establish her position 

within her community and in wider American society while facing Western gender roles that 

were expected of women at the time. 
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Gender and Sexuality among Urban Indigenous Peoples in the United States: 

Urbanization of American Indigenous Peoples and 

the Experience of Women and Two Spirit People 

 
ONO, Azusa 

Associate Professor, Faculty of Economics, Osaka University of Economics 

 This presentation analyzes the history of urbanization among indigenous peoples in the 

United States and the status of women and Two Spirit (indigenous LGBTQ+) people today. 

Utilizing the example of multitribal indigenous community in Denver, Colorado, the presentation 

first examines the urbanization of indigenous peoples, which accelerated during the post-WWII 

era. It specifically focuses on the experience of urbanization among indigenous women and their 

roles in urban indigenous community. 

 Second, the focus of the presentation shifts to contemporary experiences of indigenous 

women and Two Spirit people in cities. Homelessness among urban indigenous people, which 

became more prevalent after the outbreak of COVID-19, is at the center of discussion. The 

overrepresentation of indigenous peoples among urban homeless population and the 

interrelated socioeconomic problems, including poverty, substance abuse, and dysfunctional 

family, will be discussed with a special attention to the current situation of urban indigenous 

women and Two spirit people. It also examines the continuing influence of settler colonialism 

as well as the move toward decolonization in urban indigenous communities. 
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“We Do What We Have to Do”: Resource Extraction, Work and Gender 

in an Evenki Community of Western Yakutia, Russia 

 
BELOLYUBSKAYA, Galina  

Ph.D. Candidate, Department of Anthropology and Archaeology, University of Calgary 

 The past and present of Russia’s largest republic, the Sakha Republic (Yakutia), are 

tightly linked with large-scale resource extraction. Ever-expanding extractive industries have a 

great impact on the lives of Indigenous communities, one of which is in Syuldyukar, a village 

with a population of less than 300 people in the west of the Republic. Many scholars examine 

how resource extraction promotes masculinity and patriarchal gender relations (e.g., Ferry 2011).  

 In this presentation, I will illustrate what kind of working space and infrastructure 

resource extraction creates in Syuldyukar since everything within and around the village is 

constructed not for the community but for the mining industries’ needs. I will also discuss how 

this constructed space dictates particular gender relations inside the community. As an 

Indigenous Evenki community, which lost its reindeer-herding economy in the Soviet times when 

diamonds were found on its lands, Syuldyukar keeps many stories about its life before resource 

extraction. These stories are full of nostalgia for mobility, collectivity and gender equality. 

Therefore, local residents see their future in cultural revitalization, a return to their roots and 

origins. At present, they fight for working opportunities and gender-responsive infrastructure to 

overcome the gender imbalance fostered by resource extraction.  
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Empowerment of Indigenous Women: 

The Case of Nivkh People on Sakhalin Island, Russia 

 
VLADIMIROVA, Vladislava 

Associate Professor, Institute for Russian and Eurasian Studies, Uppsala University 

 In this presentation I take inspiration from global Indigenous feminism to discuss how 

contemporary Nivkh women in Russia negotiate and enact their agency in a fast-changing world. 

I analyze ethnographic material collected during field research among Indigenous people in 

different communities on Sakhalin Island. I focus on domains such as professional life and 

economy, Indigenous civic activism, and traditional handicrafts. I analyze instances of female 

empowerment within the following contexts: older ethnographic texts about traditional gender 

roles in pre-Soviet Nivkh society; narratives about Soviet modernization of Indigenous people; 

and post-Soviet Indigenous cultural revitalization. The analysis is grounded in women’s 

evaluations of their situation and questions Soviet appraisals of emancipation of Indigenous 

women through modernization as well as the more recent search for women’s wellbeing through 

traditionalism. I point to Nivkh women’s strategies for empowerment that are imbedded in 

transforming Indigenous social institutions and in creative use of opportunities and resources 

provided by national and international power structures.   
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Gender Formation and Social Roles in Kazakh Society in Mongolia 

 
HIROTA, Chieko 

JSPS Research Fellow, Slavic-Eurasian Research Center, Hokkaido University 

This presentation reports on the social roles imposed on men and women, especially after 

marriage, and their transformation, taking into account the gender recognition process in Kazakh 

society in Mongolia. 

Kazakhs are recognized as men and women socially through marriage. Having nomadism 

as the basis of their culture and its social structure based on patrilineal origins, Kazakhs still 

adhere to the rule of exogamy. Due to the two transformations of the social system that took 

place in the 20th century, differences arose in marriage patterns and religious beliefs depending 

on the period. 

The main social roles expected of men and women are to carry on the family line and to 

establish their own family. Specifically, they are expected to (i) bear and nurture children, 

(ii) link household networks, and (iii) fulfil their gender roles in their livelihood. On the other hand, 

if circumstances prevent them from fulfilling these roles, they may divorce, remarry, adopt or 

migrate with the help of relatives. 

Although these gender views are firmly accepted in the society, the rapid economic 

changes the society is currently facing are likely to affect the gender idea of the younger 

generation in the future. 
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Reading Mongolian Literature from a Gender Perspective: 

Focusing on “Women’s Images” in Modern and Contemporary Fiction 

 
ABIRU, Miho 

Part-time Lecturer, Tokyo University of Foreign Studies 

 As Mongolia was the world’s second socialist country after the Soviet Union from 1924 

until its democratization in 1990, the educational level and social advancement of women is 

high, and even today Mongolia ranks relatively high on the gender gap index among Asian 

countries. On the other hand, it has been pointed out that there are situations in which 

“traditional” gender norms from the pre-socialist period persist in society and within the family.  

 In this presentation, in order to understand Mongolian gender perspectives that are 

difficult to grasp by numerical indicators only, I would like to focus on the representations of 

women, especially wives, in Mongolian literature from the early 20th century to the present day, 

and examine their characteristics and transformations. Specifically, the study will focus on the 

following three writers by reading them from the gender perspective and attempting to make 

new interpretations: Ts. Damdinsuren (1908-1986), one of the founders of modern Mongolian 

literature, Ch. Lodoidamba (1917-1970), a writer who was active in the 1950s and 1960s and 

established the genre of historical novels, and L. Ulziitugs (1972-), a female writer and poet 

popular among young readers of today. 
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The Image of Women in the Ainu Yukar 

 
LIN, Shuwen 

Graduate Student, Faculty of Humanities and Human Sciences, Hokkaido University 

 What is the gap between the image of women in Ainu Heroic Epics and the image of 

women in reality? Ainu oral literature is composed by Mythic Epics, Prose Tales and Heroic 

Epics (Yukar). This study focuses on the texts of Yukar in the Horobetsu region, which were 

recorded by Kannari Matsu. Previous studies have shown that heroines play important roles in 

the stories, they could use shamanism to predict the future or perform healing. However, there 

are few in-depth studies on the restrictions and oppressions placed on women in the stories. 

 In this study, Yukar is analyzed from the angle of Feminist Critique and is also analyzed 

by using particular reference of “punishment of behavior“ as criterion. The analysis reveals a 

discrepancy between women in Yukar and in modern society, which is a reflection of  

oppression of women deeply rooted in the literature. In addition, when the same story is 

classified in different literary genres, it is definitely worth comparing and examining them. 
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Discrimination and Gender as Told by the Ainu People:  

Focusing on the “Lived-world” of Ainu and Wajin Women 

 
SASAKI, Chinatsu 

Associate Professor, Asahikawa City University Junior College 

 In this report, based on interviews with women aged 20-80 living in Ainu society, I will 

examine their experiences of discrimination and clarify their discriminatory structures. I will focus 

not only on Ainu women of Ainu descent, but also on "Wajin" (majority ethnic group in Japan) 

women who entered Ainu society through marriage. 

 From the narratives of older Ainu women, it is possible to grasp the intersectional 

discrimination structure. Older Ainu women who have experienced discrimination have 

strategically desired to marry Wajin in order to “dilute their blood” and have concealed their 

ethnicity by not publicly declaring their Ainu identity. 

 On the other hand, while Wajin women are labeled by the Japanese society as “women 

in Ainu society,” they are a minority in the family because they are not of Ainu blood. Therefore, 

I will also discuss the suffering of Wajin women as double outsiders. 

 

 

 

 


