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Negative Evaluation towards deviant behavior by Japanese and Chinese Native
Speakers: An analysis conducted through role-play

CHU, Yeming

Abstract
This study investigates how Japanese and Chinese native speakers (CNS, JNS) make negative
evaluations toward deviant behavior, using role-play as its research method. The study’s findings
indicate that JNS tend to use the semantic formulas for “criticism" and "confirmation/allusion,” while
CNS make use of "cursing/insult" and "joke/sarcasm/teasing™ formulas. These results were in line with
those of f (2019). Analysis of the role-play transcriptions, however, revealed further findings. First,
the researcher found that while JNS include negative evaluative words in their utterances in order to
adhere to norms, they also use the demonstrative pronoun are and post-positional particle mo to signal
the forthcoming negative evaluation. Second, after the deviant interlocutor admits to the deviant nature
of their action, CNS continue the FTA while JNS make suggestions with conditional clauses in order to
mitigate the FTA. Third, negative evaluations were made towards the original FTA perpetrator in order to
restore Face-balance. This study shows that: 1. considerations at the utterance level and the discourse
level can show contradictory orientations to balance out interpersonal relationships and norms, and 2.

role-play can confirm the results of DCT.

Keywords : Deviant acts, Negative evaluation, Discourse, Politeness, Role-play



