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THIRD PAN-PACIFIC SCIENCE CONGRESS.
A lecture delivered before

HIS IMPERIAL HIGHNESS PRINCE REGENT

by
Joji Sakurai, President of the National Research Council
of Japan and President of the Congress
on
24th November 1926

(A* n abridged Translation)

Before speaking of the main features of the Third Pan-Pacific Science Congress, which was
held in Tokyo from 30th October to 11th November, 1926, under the auspices of the National
Research Council of Japan, I beg to be permitted to dwell briefly upon the objects with which
Pan-Pacific Science Congress have been originated, the steps which led to holding the Third
Congresses in Japan, and the policy of organisation of that Congress.

The Pacific Ocean, extending from Singapore in the west to Quito%)

in the east, has a
width of more than 10,000 miles along the equator, and its north-south extent from the arctic
7 ¥ through the Behring Straits is about 8,000 miles, the area

circle™ to the antarctic circle
occupied by this vast expanse of water being greater than the total land area of the globe. The
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population of the Pacific region, including that of the countries bordering on the Pacific, is
greater than half the total population of the entire globe. [2] Moreover, the Pacific is getting
more and more important commercially, culturally, and politically, and the center of human

' was shifted on westward to the

activities, which in olden times was the Mediterranian®™
Atlantic and is now being shifted further westward to the Pacific. And, in spite of its increasing
importance, our knowledge of the Pacific is extremely meagre, because of its vastness and
comparative newness of its discovery.

It is evident that even merely from the stand-point of expanding the bound of human
knowledge this state of things cannot be allowed to pass*” , and when we remember that the
promotion of the happiness and welfare of the peoples inhabiting the Pacific region depends
upon the exact knowledge of the natural phenomena presenting themselves therein and the
proper application of such knowledge, the study of these phenomena*’ becomes a question of
utmost importance and urgency. The Pacific region is, however, so vast, and the problems to
be studied are so manifold and so complicated that it is perfectly futile for any one nation or

42) .
a harmonious

any one group of scientists to undertake this study profitably. It is only by
cooperation of all the countries and institutions interested that success™ may reasonably be
expected to be achieved. Such cooperation having a common object in view cannot, moreover,
fail to promote goodwill and friendly relations among the peoples of the participating
countries. It was with the object of undertaking this cooperative work that Pan-Pacific Science
Congress was originally organised.

The First Congress was held in Honolulu, in 1920, by the invita-[3]tion of Pan-Pacific
Union, its scientific meetings being, however, conducted in the hands of the American National
Research Council. That Congress was of the nature of a preliminary conference, and four
Japanese scientists— K. Kishinouye, F. Omori, K. Shibata and N. Yamasaki — participated in
it. The attendance was not particularly large, the total number of non-American scientists
present being only about 20; moreover, those who attended the Congress did so in the capacity
of individuals, and not as delegates of either governments or scientific institutions. The success
achieved by the Congress was, however, so undeniably great that it was unanimously resolved
to hold such Congresses from time to time, and it was agreed that either Australia or New

Zealand be the country in which next Congress will*”

meet. There was even then a strong
desire among all the scientists present that the Congress may meet for the third time in Japan.

The Second Pan-Pacific Science Congress, which was organised with the double object of
promoting cooperative scientific study of Pacific problems and of promoting goodwill and
friendly relations among the various countries interested, was held in 1923, in Melbourne and
Sydney under the auspices of the Australian National Research Council. On this occasion,
Japan was represented by ten scientists, viz.* | S. Tkeno, M. Kondo, L. Nitta, S. Ogura, F.
Omori, M. Oshima, S. Shinjo, S, Toda, N. Yamasaki and myself, and prior to their departure for
Australia our National Research Council, supported by the Government, decided to invite the
Third Congress to [4] meet in Tokyo.

)

- . 46
The Australian Congress was, in every respect, on a larger™ scale, more truly
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international, and achieved an even greater success than the Hawaiian Congress, so much so

that at its last General Meeting it was unanimously resolved to establish a permanent

organisation for the cooperative scientific study of Pacific problems. With this in view, it was
further resolved that an International Organisation Committee consisting of a member from

each of the countries represented be formed and that the Committee be asked to prepare a

draft Constitution and By-Laws for the permanent organisation and present its

recommendations at the next Congress, the member representing the country in which the
next Congress will be held acting as Chairman*”’ of the Committee.

The invitation to hold the next meeting of the Congress in Tokyo, in 1926, was extended
by the Japanese delegation at the same General Meeting and was unanimously accepted, it
being resolved, also unanimously, that our National Research Council be invited to appoint
the President and other Executive Officers of the Third Congress and that all the executive
duties in connection with that Congress be entrusted to it. It was on 3rd September, 1923, that
these Resolutions were adopted, and by a singular coincidence it was also on this very same
day that the news of the great earthquake disaster at home was spread throughout Australia.
The question whether it would be possible to hold the next Congress in Tokyo in there years’
time at once became one of the gravest questions* for the [5] Japanese delegation.
Accordingly, immediately on arriving home I had interviews with the Minister for Education
and the Prime Minister, and encouraged by their sympathetic and reassuring words we at once
started the work of organisation of the Third Congress.

For the first time in the history of Japan, an international meeting of such importance and
significance as Pan-Pacific Science Congress was to be held, and it was evident that in working
out its organisation minutest details had to be thought out and most careful consideration had
to be given them, if the Congress was to achieve a success. But the most important thing of all
was to realise the solidarity of feeling and action, and with this in view we adopted a policy of
organisation which differed from that of the previous"” Congresses mainly in the following
two points:—

(1) Hitherto the Congress divided itself up into a large number of Sections, each Section
consisting of a comparatively small number of scientists of one and the same speciality™ .
Such procedure is, however, not exactly conductive to the spirit of cooperation in a wider
and truer sense, most of the more important scientific problems of the Pacific necessitating
for their study and solution the cooperation not of one particular group of specialists but
of several groups. For the Third Congress, therefore, provision was made for Divisions
and for two Divisions only, each Division comprising a large number of allied branches of
science, instead of providing a Section for each branch or sub-branch of science. These
were the Division of Physical Sciences and the Division of [6] Biological Sciences, papers
bearing upon Astronomy, Chemistry, Geography, Geology, Meteorology, Physics,
Seismology, Volcanology and other allied subjects being read and discussed at Physical
Divisional Meetings, and these bearing upon Agriculture, Anthropology, Botany,
Ethnology, Fishery, Hygiene, Medicine, Zoology and other allied subjects being read and
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discussed at Biological Divisional Meetings. For papers of a wider scope covering both
Divisions, such as those on Oceanology, provision was made for Joint Divisional
Meetings, and Divisional and Joint Divisional Meetings were to constitute the most
important scientific meetings of the Third Congress. Provision was also made for Sectional
Meetings, but in a secondary way, that is, these MeetingsSD, were to be held to deal with
papers of a limited scope, or those which, for want of time, could not be presented at one
of the Divisional Meetings.

(2) In order to realise solidarity of feeling and action and promote the spirit of cooperation,
scientific programmes were, for the most part, arranged in the form of symposia upon
selected subjects, instead of, as hitherto, leaving the subjects of discussion wholly to the
choice of individual authors. A certain number of subjects considered to be most
important were chosen by the organisers of the Congress, and prospective authors were™

asked to contribute their papers upon one or more of these subjects.

In May, 1925, the work of organisation made a sufficient [7] advance and H.I.H. Prince
Kotohito of Kan-in graciously accepted the Patronship of the Congress, whilst nominations of
Honorary President, Honorary Vice-Presidents and Executive Officers had been made and
accepted. Invitations to participants in the Congress were then issued to all the Pacific and
other interested countries, official invitations from government to government being sent

53)

through the diphomatic™ channels and less formal invitations being sent directly from our
National Research Council to some one representative scientific organisation in each of the
countries where such organisation was known to exist, and asking that organisation to extend
the invitation to other suitable organisations in the respective country. Each invitation was
accompanied with a Preliminary Announcement, giving, among other things, the organisation
and preliminary programmes of the Congress. When, in July, 1926, the work of organisation
was completed and a detailed programme of excursions worked out, a Second Announcement
was issued. The following table gives the number of the governments and scientific institutions
of the countries represented at the Congress and the number of the delegates and other
members from each of the participating countried®” : —

(8]

Number of Number of
Countries Represented I(\;Ig\?;?r?;n?efnts Scientific Delegates and

Institutions other Members
United States of America 1 50 56
Australia 1 2 32
Canada 1 6 8
Chilie 1 — 1
China 2 14 18
France 1 4 8
Great Britain 1 1 5
Hawaii 1 3 12
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Hong Kong 1 — )
Indo-China 1 — 1
Macao 1 - 2
Netherlands 1 1 3
Netherlands East Indies 1 6 14
New Caledonia 1 — ®
New Zealand 1 4 7
Peru 1 — 1
Philipine Islands 1 4 11
Straits Settlements and Federated
Malay States 2 1 5
Tahiti 1 - (D
Union of Soviet Socialist
Republics - 10 10
(Sweden) — — 1
Total 21 106 194
Countries invited but not represented were® :  — Bolivia, Columbia, Costa Rica, Ecuador,

Guatemala, Honduras, Mexico, Nicaragua, Panama, Salvador, and Siam.

The number of countries participating in the First Congress held in Honolulu was 6, not
counting Hawaii and the United States, and the number of scientists attending that Congress
from these six countries was, as already stated, about 20, whilst at the Second Congress held in
Australia 14 governments and 67 scientific organisations from overseas were represented, the
number of the delegates [9] of these governments and scientific organisations and other
overseas members being about 100. The numbers in the proceeding table far exceed those just
cited, and we were further much gratified and that a very large number of the overseas
delegates to the Third Congress were men of the first rank in the various departments of
science. As to the home members, their number, in spite of great restrictions that were laid
upon their qualification, was more than 400, so that the total membership of the Congress
somewhat exceeded 600.

The Inaugural Meeting of the Congress was held on 30th October, 1926, in the Great Hall
of Tokyo Imperial University, when H.L.H. Prince Kotohito, Patron of the Congress, graced the
meeting by his presence and delivered the Opening Address, which was followed by the
addresses of the Honorary President, the President, and the delegated of the United States of
America, Chile, China, France, Great Britain, Macao, Netherlands, Peru and the Soviet
Republics. It was a brilliant gathering and an impressive scene, the Hall with about 2,000 seats
being nearly full, whilst on the platform His Imperial Highness was supported,%) on his

57 by the Diplomatic RepresentativesSS) of the participating countries and representative

right,

Overseas Delegatessg) and,E’O) on his left,f’” by the Ministers™ of States and other dignitaries.
The scientific session of the Congress extended from 1st to 11th November, meeting in the

rooms of the Imperial Diet Building every day, except Saturday and Sunday. During this

period, the Division of Physical Sciences and the Division of Biological Sciences each held five
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meetings for the reading and discussion of papers [10] bearing upon their respective subjects,
and two Joint Divisional Meetings were held to deal with subjects covering both Divisions. The
scientists of various countries and of various specialities” were thus afforded® abundant
opportunities of mutually coming in close personal contact from day to day and of thus

becoming intimately®”

acquainted with one another, — a condition which is most important
for any effective cooperation. It was a great satisfaction to us that the policy of organization
adopted for the Third Congress was generally approved and appreciated by the foreign

delegates, and it cannot be doubted that the success®

of the Congress was in part, at least, due
to this policy. Sectional Meetings were also held, the number of which varied from one to four,
according to the Sections. The number of papers presented at these meetings of the Congress
reached about 450. Of these, those relating to the Oceanography of the Pacific naturally headed
the list, this subject being studied from the physical and chemical, the biological, and the
fisheries points of view.

The Final General Meeting was held on 11th November, when a number of important
resolutions were adopted, one of which referred to the formation of an International
Committee on Oceanography of the Pacific with the view of studying this important subject
more systematically. This and other international committees also formed by the resolutions
adopted at the Final General Meeting will present their reports at the next Congress, which
was decided to be held®” in Java in 1929, accepting the invitation of the Netherlands Indies [11]
Government. Another important resolution was the adoption of the Statutes and By-Laws of
Pacific Science Association, the drafts of which were prepared by the International
Organisation Committee formed at the Second Congress, as already noted. Pacific Science
Association is the name given to the newly created permanent body, which has for its objects

f * scientific problems of the Pacific and (2) the

(1) the promotion of cooperative study o
promotion of friendly relations among the Pacific and other interested nations, and which
holds Pacific Science Congress (hitherto called Pan-Pacific Science Congresses) as a means of
attaining its objects. The permanency of these Congresses is thus assured.

It may be observed that the policy of organisation adopted for the Third Congress was in
agreement with the Articles of the By-Laws of Pacific Science Association and that that
Congress was, in other ways also, wholly conducted in accordance with the same By-Laws.
The adoption of the Statutes and By-Laws of Pacific Science Association implies, therefore, that
the Third Congress was the modeal® for future Pacific Science Congresses.

The excursions formed an important feature of the Congress. In making the necessary
arrangement, very minute attention was paid to all the details, and scientific guide-books
relating to each excursion (about twentym) in all) were carefully prepared, sending a number of
scientists to the various localities to collect all the necessary material. The excursions extended
from the Ainu villages in Hokkaido in the north to the Sakurajima volcano in Kyusyu in the
[12] south, during which abundant opportunities were afforded foreign scientists of visiting
those places which, apart from their scientific interest, are either superb in scenic beauty or rich
in works of ancient art and historical traditions, and at the same time of observing life in those
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remote regions where ordinary tourists rarely, if ever, leave their foot-prints. Among other
things, the unfailing courtesy and kindness of our people and the general diffusion of
elementary education even in the remotest parts were the two which gave these visitors a most
favourable impression, the smiling faces of school children whom they met wherever they
went adding greatly to this impression. It is a source of much gratification to think that all the
visitors left Japan with an uncomparably”” richer and truer knowledge of our country and
people than they had before and that this fact must greatly contribute to the promotion of
mutual understanding and goodwill.

The graciousness with which His majesty was pleased to entertain foreign visitors at Tea””
at the Kasumigaseki Detatched” Palace and again at the Chrysanthemum Party’” at the
Akasaka Detatched” Palace was a rare honour which was highly appreciated by them all. In
addition to these Imperial favours, the foreign visitors were entertained at a Garden Party by
H.LH. Prince Kotohito, Patron of the Congress, at a Dinner by H.E.”® The Prime”” Minister,
Honorary President of the Congress, and at a [13] large number of various other social
functions both during the session and during the excursions, all of which were greatly
appreciated by them, and I recall with a feeling of much gratitude that these entertainments
greatly added to the success” of the Congress. On our own part, we were pleased to be able to
extend hospitalities to all the foreign visitors to the extent of entertaining them as our guests
during the whole of the session and the excursions before and after it.

I beg to be permitted to add a word more in conclusion. Western sciences were
systematically introduced into this country only a little over half a century ago, but have made
such a wonderfully rapid progress that, as a scientific nation, Japan does not now fall behind
many of the nations of the world, a fact which, before the Congress, was not quite recognised

. . 79,
in other countries.””

The Congress, however, at which a large number of valuable papers were
presented by our own scientists and during which foreign scientists had an abundant
opportunity of witnessing with their own eyes the great activities with which our Universities
and various other research institutions are engaged in scientific work, gave an opportunity for
them of clearly recognising this wonderfully rapid progress. At the same time, the Congress
was a great stimulus to science in this country, and I feel sure that scientific studies will, in

future, be pursued with an enhanced activity in Japan.
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