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Living in a World Where Life and Death Coexist:

The Peaceful Death of a Dementia Patient

by OHMURA Tetsuo

This article introduces two perspectives on how spiritual care can
be utilized in clinical practice. First, I introduce “visions of the dead” in
which dying people have hallucinations related to the dead. Second, I
discuss the mental world of dementia patients and their transition to death
through case studies. I believe that focusing on these perspective will lead
to “cultural (human) end-of-life care” that will help people with dementia
die peacefully. I am involved in this case from a standpoint of clinical
psychology, and therefore in this article I use such words as a therapist
and client. I believe that by being aware of clinical practices that are open
to spirituality/religiosity, therapists can achieve a richer care that is more
attuned to the patient’s world.

84



