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by Yumi Isabelle NAITO-AKIEDA
Authenticity and Post Disasters - Authenticity.
This core concept and its applications remain high
on the agenda of our committee: it has been studied
and debated in multiple aspects and throughout the
generations of our membership, in seminars, study
sessions and discussions that spanned across fields of
discipline and ISCs, involving former ICOMOS President,
professionals active on the field and in research, as
well as EPs and student members who carry the
future of our activities. Keywords were: repairs and
reconstruction; in Japan and abroad; comparing cases of
built heritage with other types of heritage sites. While
securing some sort of official protection becomes key
in post-disaster intervention, it has been pointed out
that prior planning coupled with solid documentation
and drawings (also making use of the latest technology)
are essential measures that provide crucial information
in maintaining authenticity even in extreme cases
such as reconstruction after of post-earthquake
fires. Another session proposed to explore issues of
authenticity encountered when dealing with disaster
damage: how are cases of such sudden destruction,
which highly impact people’s emotions, different from
heritage in “ordinary” conditions? // Half a year after
the earthquake in Turkey and Syria, and while there
are still areas of difficult access due to internal conflict,
our awareness Is raising on the need to join forces:
within Japan, internationally between countries, as well
as with other international organisations. Cooperation
projects yet have to be launched, and encompass large
ranges of heritage, from museums and archaeological
sites to buildings and urban reconstruction, or planning
and training of human resources. Strong of repeated
experience in this field, Japan should be able to
contribute significantly in international efforts.

World Heritage and UNESCO work - Mt. Fuji
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celebrated ten years on the List this summer: an
international symposium explored what this associated
cultural landscape symbolises, as well as aspects of
universality for cultural landscapes as places of worship,
sacred mountains as link between nature and culture
and tourism issues.// The EPs held a second roundtable
session for students in disciplines related to heritage,
that should help them draft the lines of career design;
the number of student members has grown significantly
after these sessions. With membership growing
from students to emerging professionals, broader
participation may be expected, in meeting at domestic
and international levels, to NSCs and ISCs, taking part
in larger ranges of activities, exchange and discussions,
and bringing a fresh, rejuvenated impetus to our NC.
Connecting and networking- “How can we make
conservation and the use of heritage attractive for wide
audiences?” This volume’s EP correspondent feels that
this is addressed by linking fields of disciplines but
more importantly studying relationships that people
entertain with cultural heritage.// Come and visit Sannai
Maruyama, member of our Partnership program and
central component of the Jomon WH property: the
archaeological site, strong of on-site experience, civil
groups of guides, exhibition and explanatory facilities
based on continuous investigation and research, is
instrumental in providing understanding about the
Jomon village and society.// During the GAZ2023 in
Sydney, our NC saw the re-election of one member on
the ICOMOS Board, and the attribution of Honorary
Membership to our former president Yukio Nishimura.
With thanks to those who joined, we look forward to
reporting more about the GA in our next volume, the

last for 2023.
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