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Partial connections between Hafu and Hikikomori

Returning to the origin of the plurilinguality and the pluriculturality

and redefining the concept of “moving”
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Abstract

According to Hiroki Azuma’'s Genron 0: A philosophy of the tourist (2017), the modern
world has become a “two-layered structure” like a dichotomy in various aspects such as
nationalism and globalism. The present study aims to at bring back the story of plurilin-
gualism/pluriculturalism, which is now a factor that creates a “two-layered structure”
with being simplified into only the context of internationality, to its original context. The
present study criticizes the research of “the children crossing borders” as an example of
a simplified plurilanguage/pluricultural story. And focusing on the two-terms confronta-
tion of "the children crossing borders" and “the children non-crossing borders” that be
implied by the research of “the children crossing borders,” the author tries to create an
intermediate context in between these two. By doing so, the author hopes to redefine the
concept of “moving” mentioned in the research of “the children crossing borders” in an
extended way. As a narrative approach for these purposes, the present study conducts on
a life story survey of people called “Hafu" who was born between a Japanese parent and
a French parent. In addition, the author of the present study writes my own “Hikikomori”
experience as auto-ethnography and crosses it with the stories of people of “Hafu.” Then,
by creating a context of “partial connections” between “Hafu" (the children crossing bor-
ders) and “Hikikomori” (the children non-crossing borders), the story of plurilingualism
and pluriculturalism is revived to be as the multi-line story.
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