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Just after the third crusade, people belonging to the social class of burgesses in the Kingdom of 

Jerusalem arrived in Cyprus together with Guy de Lusignan, the founder of the Kingdom of Cyprus.245 

Coureas has published until now a series of works on the Latin church of Cyprus on one hand,246 and 

on the secular aspects of inhabitants of Cyprus such as burgesses on the other hand. The latter resulted 

in this monograph, The Burgesses of Lusignan Cyprus 1192-1474, a work consisting of eight chapters 

with an Introduction and a Conclusion. According to the Introduction, the author aims to describe a 

comprehensive history of the burgesses of Lusignan Cyprus. To this end, Coureas focuses on their active 

roles in various fields in the development of the Kingdom of Cyprus. 

In the first chapter, Coureas starts with the legal definition of burgesses of Cyprus. The legal framework 

of the burgesses of Cyprus was based on those of Latin Syria. They took part in the judicial conflicts 

and ordeal which were evolved in Latin Christendom. This leads the author to point out that the 

burgesses of Cyprus were characterized by both the legal tradition of Latin Syria and the judicial 

customs developed in Latin Christendom.  

With a closer look at some individuals and houses of burgesses, chapter 2 deals with the cases of 

prominent burgesses who served in the legal, political, military and diplomatic spheres of the Kingdom. 

Through the case of the factional strife between the supporters of Amaury and those of Henry II, the 

author indicates that the corporate identity of the burgesses of Cyprus had been made up and reinforced 

by the early fourteenth century. Since the middle of the fourteenth century, Famagusta, the most 

important port city of Lusignan Cyprus, had been under the control of Genoa approximately for a 

century. Nevertheless, the burgesses there continued to play a significant role.  

With their wide networks, burgesses were active both directly and indirectly in the international trade 

between Cyprus, Eastern Mediterranean, and Western Europe. Chapter 3 is devoted to the commercial 

activities of the burgesses of Cyprus as traders in the fourteenth century. Coureas also describes the 

indirect participation of burgesses in the Cypriot commerce as facilitators of trade in Chapter 4 (14th 

century) and Chapter 5 (15th century). Through a detailed analysis of notarial records and the documents  
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concerning the inquest against Genoese captains of Famagusta, most of which were concerned with 

Genoese burgesses in the city, the author presents the manifold connections of burgesses within Cyprus 

and those with the outside world.  

Sharing temporal and thematic frameworks with Chapter 4, Chapter 6 further steps into the legal and 

administrative activities of burgesses in Genoese Famagusta. This chapter is marked by the presence of 

non-Genoese and non-Latin burgesses of the city, such as Jewish and Greek burgesses. Coureas 

interestingly refers to the use of the word ‘Cipriani (Cypriots)’, related to the Court of Syrians, and 

offers a hypothetical explanation that Genoese authorities applied ‘Cipriani’ to distinguish Greeks of 

Cyprus from those who originated in Greece and the Aegean area. 

Chapter 7 is devoted to the participation of burgesses in the inquest against Napoleone Lomellini, a 

Genoese captain of Famagusta in the middle of the fifteenth century. The thorough examination of 

burgesses as accusers or witnesses and responses to them on the part of the captain of Famagusta gives 

a vivid picture not only of legal aspects of the activities of burgesses, but also of their involvement in 

the economic, administrative and social life in Genoese Famagusta.  

The final chapter is dedicated to the participation of burgesses residing outside Cyprus in the political 

and economic problems of Cyprus and to the activities of Cypriot burgesses outside Cyprus from the 

thirteenth to the fifteenth centuries. In the thirteenth and the fourteenth century, burgesses from various 

areas of the Mediterranean came to Cyprus for commercial and diplomatic purposes. However, the 

geographical scope of their activities was contracted in the early fifteenth century, while burgesses of 

Rhodes got increasingly involved in the commerce of Cyprus. The author attributes this to the latter’s 

importance in the landholding and financial problems in the Kingdom and their geographical and 

cultural proximity to Cypriot burgesses. This chapter is followed by a Conclusion, reviewing the 

discussions so far. 

Overall, this monograph demonstrates the diversity of burgesses of Cyprus as a social class, in terms of 

occupation, ethnicity and denominations, through an elaborate examination of various sources including 

the information about the burgesses of Cyprus, namely legal texts, chronicles and notarial records. 

Coureas’ multilateral approach toward the burgesses of Lusignan Cyprus offers new insights into the 

economic, administrative, legal and social life of the Kingdom. Still, some questions remain for future 

research: What implications does this picture of the burgesses of Lusignan Cyprus have for the existing 

political history or church history of Lusignan Cyprus? How did the transition of sovereignty from the 

Lusignan Kingdom to Stato da Mar affect the characteristics of the burgesses of Cyprus?247 This 

comprehensive history of the burgesses of Lusignan Cyprus unquestionably will serve as an 
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indispensable basis for the future discussion. 

Fuka Fujita 
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