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NII Research Data Policy
and Institutional Data Governance



NII research data policy 
planned to be for Japanese universities

 Why NII works on institutional research 
data policy for Japanese universities
 Need to position NII RDC in Japanese 

universities’ context
 Needs to embed NII RDC, especially GakuNin

RDM, into researcher’s workflow
 Strategy
 Draft NII research data policy and provide it 

as policy template to Japanese universities
 Use “data governance” as the link between 

the policy and NII RDC
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National context 
on research data policy

 May 2021
 Cabinet Office, "6th Basic Plan for Science, 

Technology and Innovation"
Sets the targets:

1. All Japanese universities with an institutional 
repository need to set up a research data policy by 
2025.

2. All funding agencies need to introduce DMPs for 
CFPs 2023 and a system supporting metadata 
schema needs to be introduced as well.
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https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/kihonkeikaku/index6.html
https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/kihonkeikaku/index6.html


Universities with a research 
data policy
• Kyoto University
• Nagoya University
• Tokyo Institute of Technology
• Tohoku University
• Kanazawa University
• Keio University
• Kobe University
• Tokyo University

:
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Kyoto University Policy on Research 
Data Management and Sharing
(Preamble)

1. In this policy, research data is defined as the recorded information, both digital and non-
digital,gathered or produced by the researchers of Kyoto University in the process of their research 
activities.

2. The researchers of Kyoto University should be aware that Research Data Management, defined as 
managing and preserving research data appropriately, is indispensable in conducting research of a 
high standard.

3. Kyoto University acknowledges that researchers who have gathered or produced research data in 
principle have the right and responsibility to implement Research Data Management. The 
researchers of Kyoto University implement Research Data Management in compliance with legal 
and ethical requirements in each research field for the purpose of retaining the value of research 
data.

4. Kyoto University will promote the utilization of research data by sharing it to the greatest possible 
extent unless otherwise specified, based on the understanding that research data, along with 
academic theses, serves as a foundation of knowledge that contributes to the current and future 
development of scholarship and society.

5. Kyoto University is responsible for providing the environment to support Research Data 
Management and sharing.

This policy will be reviewed as needed in response to changes in society and academic circumstances.

Approved by the Kyoto University Research Information Management Committee on March 19, 2020

7https://www.kyoto-u.ac.jp/sites/default/files/embed/jaresearchresearch_policydocumentspolicy_en_20200701.pdf



University of Oxford
Policy on the Management of Data Supporting 
Research Outputs…ポリシーの目的
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https://researchdata.ox.ac.uk/university-of-oxford-policy-on-the-management-of-data-supporting-research-outputs/



University of Oxford
Policy on the Management of Data Supporting 
Research Outputs…ポリシーの目的
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https://researchdata.ox.ac.uk/university-of-oxford-policy-on-the-management-of-data-supporting-research-outputs/
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https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/websites.harvard.edu/dist/6/18/files/2020/07/data_ownership_policy_08.06.19.pdf
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https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/websites.harvard.edu/dist/6/18/files/2020/07/data_ownership_policy_08.06.19.pdf
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https://cpb-us-e1.wpmucdn.com/websites.harvard.edu/dist/6/18/files/2020/07/data_ownership_policy_08.06.19.pdf



Features of 
NII Research Data Policy

1. Concrete and actionable
2. Defines institutional research data 

governance
3. To be implemented utilizing data 

governance function of NII RDC
4. To be provided to the Japanese 

universities as a policy template 
along with NII RDC
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Institutional research data management
through partnership between institution and researcher

Researcher Institution
partnership

RDM

Data sharing

Reporting

Providing RDM infrastructure

Providing institutional repository

Institutional compliance

Dissemination

Accountability

The researcher 
is also part of 
the institution!Ｄ

Ｍ
Ｒ

Society



DMP →  DMR
Data Management Record

DMR

Institutional research data governance
should be underlined by DMRs, 

not DMPs!



Using DMP, DMR, and Research Data
for institutional research data governance

Research
data

Research data 
management 

records
（DMR）

Data
Management
Plan （DMP）

Research Data
GovernanceRDM           

Quality        
Assurance     

and accelerating   
research

Track records,
Research integrity

Research reproducibility

Recording topics specified through the DMP

Using DMRs for future planning! Like 
lab notebook

DMP/DMR
Tool



NII’s Research Data Governance
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 Shares DMP, DMR, and research data 
with the institution

 Shares research data as open as 
possible
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 Institutional RDM and compliance

 Providing infrastructures for RDM 
and data sharing

Institutional
RDM

Researcher

R data

DMP/R

Institute

create and store data

manage data with the institution

Providing 
RDM infrastructure

Managing and storing 
research data 
for purpose of 

data governance

R data

DMP/R

R data

DMP/RResearcher

Researcher

Society

Disseminaion

Accountability

Institutional 
Repository

Publications Research data

Sharing research outputs
Open access

Providing 
institutional repository

• Using research data during research
• Preserving research data 

for integrity purpose



Issues around
NII Research Data Policy

1. Too detailed and difficult to get the 
buy in of Japanese universities

2. Difficult to get the buy in of 
researchers; they don’t want 
additional burden

3. Technical difficulties to develop 
data governance function, i.e. 
DMP/DMR tool, machine-actionable
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Immediate Open Access
in Japan



Background on Open Access 
of Research Publication
 Until 2022: General agreement to promote OA

 Suffering under rising subscription cost of academic journals
 NII rolling out institutional repository (IR) cloud service, JAIRO 

Cloud
 IRs filled with gray literature such as university bulletins
 2013: Mandate to make doctorate thesis available OA on 

institutional repositories

 May 2023: G7 Science and Technology Ministers’ 
Communique
 “The G7 also supports immediate open and public access to 

government-funded scholarly publications and scientific data, 
and supports the endeavors of the scientific community to 
address challenges in scholarly publishing for broader sharing of 
appropriate scientific outputs.” 20

https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/kokusaiteki/g7_2023/230513_g7_communique.pdf

https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/kokusaiteki/g7_2023/230513_g7_communique.pdf
https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/kokusaiteki/g7_2023/230513_g7_communique.pdf


Policy on Immediate Open Access of 
Research Publication in Japan (1)
 June 2023: Integrated Innovation Strategy 2023
(Promotion of open access to scholarly publications and scientific data)

 In addition, based on the G7 Communiqué in 2023, we will 
formulate a national policy to promote immediate open access 
to publicly funded scholarly publications and scientific data
underlying the publications for new applications starting 
FY2025 of the competitive research funds. 

 Specifically, the government will support enhancing the ability 
to negotiate for universities and research institutes with 
academic publishers, based on the national policy. 

 In addition, we will enhance the research DX platforms for 
managing and utilizing research outputs such as scholarly 
publications, research data, and preprints, and enhance the 
ability of researchers and the research community to 
disseminate their research outputs. 

21https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/tougosenryaku/togo2023_honbun_eiyaku.pdf

https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/tougosenryaku/togo2023_honbun_eiyaku.pdf


Policy on Immediate Open Access of 
Research Publication in Japan (1)

 June 2023: Integrated Innovation Strategy 2023
(Promotion of open access to scholarly publications and scientific data)

…Continued
 Through these efforts, we will promote collaboration with 

countries, regions, and international organizations that share 
values with Japan, such as the G7, in order to promote open 
access to research outputs. 

 We also aim to establish and transition to a new system for 
evaluation and providing incentives, while reviewing the 
excessive reliance on quantitative indicators in research 
evaluation and understanding and analyzing the current status 
and issues for promoting open science.

22https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/tougosenryaku/togo2023_honbun_eiyaku.pdf

https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/tougosenryaku/togo2023_honbun_eiyaku.pdf
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Policy measures in consideration 
for immediate OA in Japan
 Immediate OA to be  in effect after FY2025 applications of 

the competitive research funds. 

1. Enhance the public scholarly publication platforms (NII, JST). 
Mandate green OA of Author Accepted Manuscript (AAM) after 
FY2025 research funds publication.

2. Support APCs (gold OA)

3. Enhancing the negotiation power against academic publishers
• RU11 to negotiate transformative agreements (TA) and rights retention 

strategy (RRS).
• Establish “Digital-U-Library” to provide access to academic journals for 

individual researchers whose affiliation lack contract with academic publishers.

4. Enhance the ability to disseminate research outputs. 

5. International collaboration with G7 and other like-minded 
countries.

24
https://www8.cao.go.jp/cstp/gaiyo/yusikisha/20230525/siryo1.pdf



Issues around immediate OA policy 
measures in Japan
 Mandate green OA after FY2025 research funds publication.

1. Overloading librarians work to register research outputs. 
Need to allow self-archive by researchers?

2. Only few universities able to register research data on IRs.

 Support APCs (gold OA)
1. Overlapping funds for promotion of OA (green & gold OA).

 RU11 to negotiate transformative agreements (TA) and 
rights retention strategy (RRS).
1. Universities other than RU11 excluded
2. Are RRS negotiations by the universities possible?

 Establish “Digital-U-Library” to provide access to academic 
journals for individual researchers whose affiliation lack 
contract with academic publishers.
1. Are such negotiations with the publishers possible? 25
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