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Research Integrity and Research Data Governance

In recent years, due to concerns about unfair foreign
influence on academic research activities, risk management
based on reporting on researchers’ relationships with
foreign countries has been introduced worldwide. However,
as this method does not involve direct evidence of
inappropriate foreign influence, such as technology
leakage, it cannot be regarded as sufficiently effective.

This article proposes a method for establishing
research data governance at universities using the
research data management record (DMR) on the

Miho FUNAMORI

research data infrastructure (NII Research Data Cloud,
NII RDC) provided to Japanese universities nationwide.
The DMRs provided by the researchers, partly manually
and partly automatically through the system, will enable
the institution to be accountable and compliant for their
researchers’ research activities. On the other hand, as
restricting researchers’ research activities through the
strengthening of institutional management should be
avoided, DMRs should be designed to help shape
researchers’ future research.

Research Integrity
— Understanding and misunderstanding
between universities and society

This paper aims to examine the formation of the
concept of research integrity and its impact on the
openness of universities to society.

Research integrity appeared in an ambiguous form.
Previously, it was discussed in relation to geopolitics.

The opening up of university research brings a new
landscape in which society uses the research capabilities
of universities. University research can be intervened by
certain media and politicians who ignore university and
scientific norms. The academic community does not

Article

Shinichi KOBAYASHI

fully understand these realities. On the other hand, those
who intend to intervene in university research
overestimate the university’s capabilities. There is a
mixture of understanding and misunderstanding between
universities and society.

Ultimately, research integrity changes the
relationship between universities and society. We need
new theories of the university and the relationship
between the university and society.

Analysis of the Effectiveness of Adopting
Future Design on New Business Proposals
from the Perspective of Future Generations:

A case study of a company

Tomohiro HOSOMI, Genki KONDO, Kazuhito WAKAMOTO,

Creating new businesses while adopting to changes
in the social environment is an important issue for the
growth of corporates. However, because long-term
future predictions entail high uncertainty, design of new
businesses and relevant decision-making tend to be
short-term as well as short-sighted. In this study, we
examined the effectiveness of incorporating Future
Design into participatory discussions in a company to
propose new businesses for the year 2040. Specifically,
we introduced imaginary future generations (IFGs) in
participatory discussion and confirmed that the approach
helped overcome the short-sightedness, improve the

Keishiro HARA and Tetsusei KURASHIKI

ideas that would make contributions to society, create
ideas that were defined neither by practicality nor cost
and focus on customers and key partners. Further, IFGs’
proposals broadened the range of stakeholders involved
in comparison with the case of current generation.
Proposals of IFGs were evaluated by executives of the
company as having more cautious views about the
future, long-term benefits, high potentials of business
growth, and high impact on industry. These results
suggest the effectiveness and impacts of adopting Future
Design for supporting to create new and sustainable
businesses.
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