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Opening remarks 
         
My name is Yoshinori Ochi, Director of the Board & Secretary General of the Japan 
Association of Travel Agents.  
 
I am delighted with the selection of Siem Reap as the venue of the first World 
Conference on Tourism and Culture.  As it is the home of Angkor Wat, there is 
hardly a more appropriate place than Siem Reap for this event, organized by both 
UNESCO and UNWTO. 
 
The mission of our organization is “To be a value creating industry.”  Our activities 
for cultural routes are to utilize them as one of the stages for personal experience 
with historical stories.  And, I believe this will result in giving a new significance and 
value to historical monuments and cultural assets. 
 
Also, by sending tourists to travel destinations, we ensure on-spot spending and in 
this way provide a financial influx into local economies.  Part of the money spent on 
spot by the tourists is used for the maintenance of the tourism resources there, 
providing indispensable means for the conservation of these resources.   
 
The Japanese travel companies have gone one step further by contributing to the 
appreciation of the historical and artistic value of the world heritage sites and thus 
imparting new relevance to world heritage as a whole. 
 
I would like to give two examples, one in Angkor Wat, another one in Japan. 
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World Heritage Concert 
 
I would like to speak about a world heritage concert. 
 
Ten years ago, we organized a two-day light-up concert at Angkor Wat.      A 
procession of Cambodian monks and Tendai Buddhist monks of the Enryakuji 
Temple situated on Mount Hie, entered the site carrying lit-up torches while a chorus 
and Hideki Togi performed ancient Japanese court music.  The sound of Japanese 
flute echoed in the ancient temple.  A performance of the Royal Ballet of Cambodia 
and Japanese dancers created the illusion of a 400-year slip back in time.  The 
ancient city was called back to life.  
 
The event was attended by 2,000 Japanese tourists who arrived in 13 chartered 
planes.  All 2,000 of them shared their profound fascination for the magical travel 
back in time with the attending Cambodian audience.  
 
This project was conducted with the hope that the local communities and authorities 
will support the development of tourism in the future.  Japanese travel companies 
donated means for building elementary schools in the local communities and 
supported financially the restoration of the ancient remains.   
 
JATA member companies still sell package tours whose purpose is to provide 
donations for water well construction and further restoration of the site.  
 
Following the Angkor Wat concert, we organized concerts in the City of Xian in China, 
which is the eastern gateway of Silk Road, and at the Monastery of St. Francis of 
Assisi in Italy, which is the western gateway of Silk Road.  Thus we connected East 
and West. 
 
 
Japanese World Heritage 
 
There are 18 world heritage sites in Japan which include the world famous Mt. Fuji, 
and ancient capital cities, Kyoto and Nara.  For Japanese people, however, these 
world heritage sites are more than mere things to see. They are perceived as places 
where people can learn and discover new values.  This perception is the result of 
the existence of a school excursion system, which has been developed in Japan.  
 
Almost all Japanese junior and senior high school students take part in school 
excursions organized by their respective schools.  The purpose of the system, 
whose history began in 1882, is to provide students with a chance to learn more 
about history, search for and find new stimuli for personal improvement while 
traveling around the country for four or five days.  The recovery of the country after 
its defeat in World War II began as early as 1946 and five years later special-use 
trains began running across the country.  Along with the recovery and quick 
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economic growth, the school excursion system was re-introduced into almost all 
schools.  The development of the system was further enhanced by establishing 
transportation discounts, accommodation facilities for students, trip funds 
accumulation plans, etc.  
 
 
Purpose of visit to Japanese World Heritage 
 
Last year, 1,057,000 junior high students and 778,000 senior high school students 
traveled on school excursions.  Almost all Japanese citizens have participated in 
one school trip in junior high and one school trip in senior high school.  School 
excursions indeed are a nation-wide event.  
 
The purpose is to learn Culture, Environment and Peace through the visits of the 
world heritage sites. 
 
The main destinations for junior high school students last year were Kyoto, Nara 
(47.5%), Nikko, Hiroshima and Okinawa with 618,000 students visiting them.  
Destinations included in the UNESCO World Heritage List constitute the major part 
of those visited by junior high school students.  Of the senior high school students, 
who went on school excursions, 28.3% visited Okinawa, 17.8% visited Kyoto and 
Nara, 6.9% went to Hiroshima.  These figures show that 53% or 412,000, again 
more than half of the students, visited world heritage sites.  
 
It is important to say that a school excursion is not just going somewhere for the sake 
of travel.  The destinations are chosen based on themes selected each year and 
careful preparation is made for them.  
 
During the year the travel company in charge suggests itineraries and the final 
program of the excursion is designed through collaboration with the teachers and 
students of the respective school.  
 
 
Traditional Green tea ceremony 
 
I would like to give one example to illustrate my point.  A certain school chose Nara 
as the destination of its yearly school excursion.  Nara is a widely known ancient 
capital of Japan and a city of the East end of Silk Road, which is located far East in 
Asia. 
 
Before they visited the city, the students did research on the selected theme, “Green 
tea.”  They practiced tea ceremony throughout the year, performed an Urasenke 
style tea ceremony at Kasuga Taisha Shrine, which was included in their itinerary.  
For them, the world heritage site was not just a historical building.  It was the stage 
which allowed them to experience first-hand the cultural tradition of preparing, 
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serving and drinking Japanese green tea.  
 
This example shows how the cultural heritage becomes much more than a mere 
remnant of a bygone past.  It becomes the ground of first-time cultural experiences 
and thus is given a new life as such by the travel companies conducting school 
excursions. 
 
Mere sightseeing or leisure tours do not seem to satisfy the expectations of the 
customers.  That is why it is safe to say that Japanese travel companies offer 
educational tours for adults to their customers.  
 
 
Value-creating industry 
 
JATA will continue to make contributions to the protection and popularization of the 
world heritage with the awareness that our contributions will result in giving a new 
significance to historical monuments and cultural assets.  The travel industry will 
continue to be a value-creating industry.   
 
School excursions can teach school kids in the Asian countries with fast-expanding 
tourism flows the importance of world heritage and its meaning.  The introduction 
of school excursions into school education can have long-lasting positive effect on 
parents and local communities.  Japan will be honored to provide the necessary 
know how and assist in building the infrastructure for school education trips in other 
countries. 
 
Last but not least, we are scheduled to hold JATA Tourism EXPO Japan in 
September in Tokyo with a theme of Tourism and Culture.  We would like to 
welcome your attendance. 
 
I would like to conclude my speech with a 25-second video. 
 
Thank you very much for your kind attention. 
 


