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Dissertation topics and guidance for liberal arts students in Japan:
The case of Chiba University’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences

GAITANIDIS, Ioannis

Abstract

Despite the recent substantial increase of the number of universities offering liberal arts degrees
in Asia, there exists a serious lack of research on the kind of guidance that students attending such
programs require when writing their final dissertations. This brief paper assumes that the peculiar,
multidisciplinary curricula followed by liberal arts students throughout their undergraduate studies
prevents them from being able to write mono-disciplinary-type of research work. I suggest, instead,
that we need to consider novel pedagogical approaches that allow students to grasp the “politics” of
inter/multi/trans-disciplinarity and, following Edgar Morin’s work, to visualize the complexities of
social issues without falling into the usual simplification processes associated with problem-based
teaching. To illustrate my argument, I analyze the dissertation topics of approximately 200 students
of Chiba University’s College of Liberal Arts and Sciences, and subsequently offer suggestions for
how we could tackle the students’ apparent tendency to rushing into “solution”-based arguments
without having utilized the potential that a transdisciplinary education is supposed to have offered

them.
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TAEDHITRIZ L 2 L. HROKFEIIBIT D2HEHE 797 T 2 D44%1320004F LLREA]
ENTBY, ZLT, EROBBEHXEOKETH LT A) HPUST, HED-L LD
BEHAE 7RI H5DT0WL0T7YV7 (37%) THDH LW (Godwin 2015). [H
BALD—BRE LTHEMESNTELZ YT A AN Y VRV 7RAlET, 2L TR LD
32— a VEEHDOBEDPZOHRLE o T LEBEHE TIEH L5, ERHEHIE
I2EoT. 7ul I ADMMAREDO HENRE L 5> Twd, HARTIE, [HFHIC1990E D
TP o, BVEREFOE LBAFAOEREFRIC TEEE] oy 2y ZA0Mbb 2 LT
[ER#EE] OBEFE 775 208HB LIZE®. 20004ER12A - TH S X HE O A T
VR EBR AR AA S, EREEEY RERQ| T RFEMEE N L. 20
[ERBEHAE ] OWIIEBEE Tliew T3 ] (BN 2016). 72 LA, 20014F o H e
FHEILEWH [H LRI B I 2 B8EBE DMLY HIZOWTHNIBWTIE, [HEh 8D
DAMWMBEALZZFLH T, HERFAIE, RBECHE»OWFELIRZ, SIS ET
LEANZWERHW 2 T3 2 LA TELAMOFRS @M FEIN T () #i7:
ISR SN B HAHE L. FAIC, 70— O LR FHEHM O M 7 LS O3 LWL
B LI MAE SNMOEBRZ L2230 TRINER LRV LD STV S,
LUy TEEHE] 3y s v ) @@ rzhll LICFEEL T ARnE I TH D,
7ol 2 [#H3E] »o [HM] o Z T s KFE0 IR, [#HEE] ([TEK - AT
Hewol [EH] Hodbsb0%METLR¥bHL L) THDH (IBH 2017, 143H).

T-RRFPEBRHEALTIE [#E] 20 [HEM] OomhzZE#HT 2448, wbw3
late specialization?’ETH 5. LT, 1 TEE] W) MEATRRO X )12, FE
HEITB T BHEDHEIUNIO LN L V) IR IN TV DL E VR b,

[ ERBIBECTH 4 AR T 2R3 REHE (Fu—n"Lf va—) 2HEL, 20
DB 2B L, R EZEBRIIREL TV, L) ERRAI 07T
T, WHRCEBEOME, HFCHROMME, b mEOBEE, Ch o8z BEO
o E Hfgd -] (TRERFPEBREEALO/N 7 Ly P02V, FHERE.
3H)

AR TELELZVOIE, TH)Vo 2R E 2T FEREERLOLDIZED L) il
EEBRRZ LR ENENVIZETHDH, 2F D, HHMIZE 2 X, late specialization &
BoTh, ¥ LE2RET 5700 FBMMMPEDL L2\ (= 44EH) . EREEEHE %
LTIEDEERLIIE) Vo 72D DLRDODVEEDOT - Th b, €L T, TOREHEMNE
DIFED 72D, HEELTIZTRIZVLRE W) T ELEZTVWEZW, FELAL
DR L 2D, 4EREMEZFE R TH THICEVEOBE MM ERNFIT S &
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FRWREERLE V) ¥ A7 3ERETH 5 DT, EREBEHE L O TIIOIRE L 4K
ERDHREZETHA I,

2. HBEBEFBOFPEZE) Vo2 DEWAREE LTV EH

T, CHHRA O 0% 8 L CHAHESATEE LT\ 2 BB R 2 B8 - 547 % Hi%
L72y WIS - SEBSIOEE % S0 L TV 2 TR ISR D & ) A 0k 13 7
LF L EALGPEEZRRD DI T2 ETTFRTWELW, $401FE, dbAA,
ARG, 274 7RFE - o2 BLCHMT 555 k- 208, 2 LCEgEs s
AL TR L2 BRI S D L S A D TV A DTH S Do —F7. A HTG
FHEIOLANBREY . QBERE L V) HEABRH SN TV D I b, FAhHE
RIEADT TU—F 4 HHRETHCTE 2, HAMHOEMNECL 2L, BAEDISHK
DHARDLBEHEIII L1200 £ 2 TV DA THE% % <3 478%. [Hih% & <
F %] 433%. THEAMEEHITHT 2350 % 2 < 31 392%. [HEAHAMERPT VIS E
651 373% [V —DFEEREHT L] 369%E-TBY, [AR] R [Zp)] (12
B L C O AR L o7 4 ¥ K 4 YRR 7, E R b4, i,
AFYA, TAVAE A YOO ELBL TS (HARME 2019, 2F 0., FRHEF
YU & LT 2 EBR AL O B 2L 0 J7 6 & ko h OBy & D58 A 5
BERRD D, T7o [FBEHIE] ORENSHETH LI LD, FAENEICHERL TV
2D TER [HEHE] 8- M E~ORH D IE5IE5Ths ETHTE 5,

F LTI, EFAHHY L 7220204F P D123 (2 4FE~ A SEAEZ T RED) [2-BRAK
e iG] CTHIgEE L L CEDR S 8B Z2 A Ao A 73 —1ZhIFTh7, LT, FH
F T T =2 [T ] ORI TH o 72 [WF5E )7 BT 0 20184E B ~20194F B
DD L&l 2 AN T, 2oL Fibod ) T & o7,
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HIETTHbD, 1oTy UK, —D2LUEOHTITY) =BT HEDL H o725 ShITHE
Boarys7 A MHFEL>TWE) RS, MIENEEEI02D S LROAZE S LI
FCTaTze Bl 2T THEDOIRIEI BBE~DOT 7L AORE] 2w k5 RHEEIE6
T (W) oA T T =R 5317205 [FRTHONDLEACEITH Lo &
2% HE) O T TV —OTIERE L7z, T2, [HWEDOHERY LIF2I1IEES T
] L) X)X 1HF QFE) or7rIT)—Tidnl, 7% (BDL) o
7T IY) = ANz [EEOICTILIZ L - T, BB LHIBOFEROWHN LK LB H] &
W X)) %, 300K (E#. BBk, Hi) AEZ%ZHEIE. FAEDPBELLHANS
LI hB75) EFUTELELRFH—C0HEFTH L 3F (B OhFT) ——
WKANTZD L7z 3 BAHA, 2~3FADOREDOHFTZEIETIESEDELEZVIDL D
D, HRHEAZEIBRICHETRXEDPE) T—<b Dol 720 FOWE. PHINOIZET
BMbxahze 2on% (WgEhEmlll o%a). b0k, WLz wikE LB
S L HERFEORR (FEBRHRTER] OBA) &) ERZ2 MBIy, AR
BEXT 20BN T T LOHERE 5 72,

K1 2ATT bbbk, EBHEEFTEORT6EH. 2%, 7HFL 1 FORMSA
RDEHITHDo FENIT, EHEEEICE > THEU BFEME, #F %W L CRRIBE S
NAHME, ZL T, HARTHISGGHEOTAIA &) BIRICET 200 HL > T b,
BT T —OREOMEIL 1 FENL D IEVA, 20204 1E 7 — F O 22D\ TOREM LK
MZEH572% T Vo Z2BLA D B A AEBREFILO N ) ¥ 25 2% 55 R
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%%, TOMEMIFEBAPEOMOFIEZ RLLE, XDIZo&) 45,
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RAEMR PO HEmOSEEL L b T b Alan Bryman® [Social Research
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3. HLBLEHET S B TFEEY) OFEERETHWSEH)

4. HIHLEWHETSH GBEDIIBDDON, E) Vo2 TERNLTY S D)

5. BENAEREZERTL (LOX)ICyZ®BETE L))"

FEROEODY A ThD LT, FEREEEEE O A FESEL L CTHD L. BLRO
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x2  ERZEEEBEOVF—FI7IZXF 3> (RQ) 2t

RQD % 4 7 20184F B 20194F B2 202045 £ L
1. PR 3 5 7 15
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T ERRBFEAAREIMT 2 BT L TOM T REPZFAAECERATY 5 ) LMD AEL
5o ZTOKE, BEER T Y ATA YT FUMBEOMEZFRAS L) LHE2RET 5
EVI)FEH b, BIZIE SHEED VFEMTO [EBRSEEAM] &v ) BHRETHED
N2 TR (2018) DX D L LA ZLD—HBITH %,

DX BHERY AT A OHETERE L NFD O STRERROMEM S GO LA,
ZLTENZHE A Fn e At R 2 EBLT 5 7:0121%, HIRBEBIZ BT 2 9
BRI BAADI L, CHOBER 2 7224K (interdisciplinary) #iff7E % HREHE Y
IZHED, 512, MO E I I 2 =7 1 OBHBORRZ Wk 272012, HED
SRS (FRE iRt S 0FER) ICwi ool s, SR oOMRE
EHEBITTYA V3 %R (transdisciplinary) HFZE O AEARH] 2 A5 4 5 L FEAS
H5 (Z 2018, 68H)

FRO D RERC R E L THOEMEL (. HATA T MV RIS D AL O
DX BB 2 4R BT B o 7 IE ) DRSS RS & EARE L TR
INHIENDD. BVIALE, HWEHIEEE LB [BENE] 0X) %,
L ZOBIECLAR A B VIEE I E LThHIFS LD DI, 2 EWRT. MHTH 2,
F72. [WAWBALIIREEAIHAT IV LOTIR] L) ERA X CEC b, [EpEE
2| REERI LI LI, — A AT OBEEE O L) IRIETE 200 L0
BEIASTE X 1A, EoCy BEAEAICIE, B D b, BEMRET SRIT L) 4
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2T, BRI BB LTS O SR A ORI IVTIR TIE R (. A0S
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LR H HIETHRL VI BRIV ETH L. 41 V2 —DEREPEHETHD, T WD
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3.
EXITING THE

LIVING LAB

1 : Transdisciplinarity and the ‘Living Lab Model’ (Crosyftt 2018, 127H)
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